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This issue of Europe:Beyond is a special one. It ties in with an
ambitious project the Institute for a Greater Europe has been
working on in the first half of 2021, in collaboration with our partners
of the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum. Places in the Sun is a cross-
media endeavour with the ambition of exploring decolonial
movements in the Western world and the post-Socialist region. The
project’s centrepiece consists of a volume titled "Places in the Sun:
Post-colonial dialogues in Europe and beyond" to be published this
Summer, but the themes touched by the book will also be explored
through conferences, podcasts, and online articles.

This issue of the magazine is not a mere annexe, however, rather a
companion. It focuses on important themes barely touched upon by
the book, namely the intersectional dimension of decolonialism, and
its ontological links with global feminism. It adds an invaluable
perspective to our fray into global decolonial trends.

We would like to take the time to solemnly thank all of the
academics, writers, and editors that have contributed to the Places
in the Sun project, and more particularly to this very issue of
Europe:Beyond. Otherwise, we can but wish you a pleasant read.

Brussels, Région de Bruxelles-Capitale, Belgium

Note from the Editor-in-Chief

Valentin Luntumbue

Editor-in-Chief 



Note from the Managing Editor

Jack H. Lashendock

Managing Editor 

This extraordinary publication represents one of the biggest projects
undertaken by the Institute and I am honoured to play a role in it.
While recent events and movements across the globe have drawn
attention to the colonial impacts of European and Western empires,
these horrors are neither historical nor relegated to the past. Rather,
colonial legacies continue to impact territories, national and
international policy, collective societal thoughts and norms, and even
the very mechanisms which help us to understand the world around us.
This intergenerational harm can not be underdone in a single
generation, or even just a few; it is for this reason I am proud of our
second issue of Europe:Beyond and humbled to present it to you.  
As much as some of us in the West may think (or wish) that the effects
of colonialism ended the moment Western flags and royal standards
were removed from the beaches, embassies, and colonial offices of
‘far off places’ (from a Eurocentric or American perspective), the
work before the global community in as exhausting 

as it will be rewarding. Issue II of Europe:Beyond follows in the footsteps of the Institute’s recently
published book, "Places in the Sun," which explores the complex legacy of Western Colonialism,
and more critically the role of all of us (although some more than others) individually and
collectively have in attaining a truly decolonized society. 

This companion issue to our larger work reflects this mission; young scholars and professionals from
across the world seized the opportunity to address such a globally systemic issue in a small, yet
meaningful way. Like our first issue, this publication is the result of so many dedicated team
members and colleagues from across the globe. As you read, think about the theses of these
authors; I invite you to reflect upon, research, internalise, and even encourage you to (respectfully)
dissent with their perspectives. It is my sincerest hope that you take the reflections of all the
authors, editors, contributors, and collaborators and use them as the kindling to more meaningful
discussion with your friends, family, and peers. From the other side of the Atlantic, happy reading! 

Boston, Massachusetts, United States of America 
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Updates from the Institute

What we’ve done

Published "Places in the Sun: Decolonial
Encounters in Europe and Beyond," our star
project with the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum.
We're very happy to have published this 300-
page book with a huge range of different topics
and subjects. We encourage everyone to check
it out on its website pits.europe-lab.net.

The Journal is progressing well as we're moving
onto peer-reviewing. It will be published likely a
bit later in the year in August/September.

Our events have also been going strong, we ran
another event with Profs. Morozov, Zubok, and
Merlin on The Legacy of Empire for Russian
Foreign Policy, you can find the recording on our
Youtube and our social media!

Lastly, the next 5 episodes of the Greater
European Talks have been published! Check
them out wherever you have your regular
podcasting; we'd love to work with you too so if
you have any suggestions reach out!

Since the last number of Europe:Beyond, the Institute has been actively working away on projects and
initiatives alike! Deep in concentration on our Book "Places in the Sun," and our Journal!

What's Next?

The Places in the Sun project continues! we have
another major event in September for everyone
to join in Brussels, Belgium. Here you'll be able
to get your hands on our book, and also meet
some of the team who put it together. 

We are also going to the European Youth Event!
We are glad to announce we were given the
green light to run an amazing event at the EYE
this year from October 8-10th 2021 and we're
bringing along a delegation too! 

We're recruiting as well! If you want to become
an editor or a content creator, email us at
recruitment@institutegreatereurope.com.

Otherwise, Summer is usually a quiet one for us
at the Institute, a chance to relax, reflect, and
start up again in September. We're always on
the lookout for new projects, writers,  so do
keep in touch!



T

Places in the Sun 

Th i s  vo l ume  exp lo re s  and  con f ron t s  two
f lou r i s h i ng  and  ne ighbou r i ng  i n te l l ec t ua l
t rad i t i on s  i n  a  t ime l y  manne r .  F i r s t ,  t he
deco lon ia l  and  pos t -co lon ia l  movemen t s  o f
t he  Wes te rn  Wor ld ,  wi th  t he i r  l ong  l egac ie s
o f  s t r ugg le  and  ac t i v i sm  s t i l l  re levan t  t oday .
And  second ,  t he  emerg i ng  academic  t r end  o f
deco lon ia l i sm  i n  t he  wide r  pos t -Soc ia l i s t
space ,  wh ich  i s  s l ow l y  ga in i ng  a  f oo tho ld  i n
ma in s t ream  d i scou r se .  The  vo l ume ’ s  many
con t r ibu to r s  ( re sea rche r s ,  academic s ,  wr i te r s ,
ac t i v i s t s ,  ar t i s t s…)  d i scu s s  a  mu l t ip l i c i t y  o f
i s s ue s  re la ted  t o  t he  deco lon ia l  movemen t s  i n
Eu rope  and  beyond ,  t h rough  a  va r ie t y  o f
fo rmat s  rang ing  f r om  es say s  t o  f i c t i on .  Not
con ten t  t o  be  on l y  examined  separa te l y ,  both
t rad i t i on s  are  brough t  i n to  a  d ia logue ,  t o
f i nd  where  t hey  d i ve rge  and  where  t hey  meet .
P laces  i n  t he  Sun  i s  a  mu l t id i s c ip l i na r y  and
mixed -med ia  pro jec t  l ed  by  a  t eam  o f  wr i te r s
and  ed i to r s  f r om  t he  I n s t i t u te  f o r  a  Greate r
Eu rope ,  i n  par tne r s h ip  wi th  t he  EU -Ru s s ia
C i v i l  Soc ie t y  Fo rum .

Be  s u re  t o  check  ou t  t he  I n s t i t u te ' s  newes t  pub l i ca t ion ,  "P laces  i n  t he  Sun . "  You
can  get  you r  copy  at  h t tp s : //p i t s .eu rope - l ab .ne t ,  and  re se r ve  i t  on  t he  webs i te  or
v ia  ou r  ema i l .  



T
I .  I n t roduc t ion

The  Eu ropean  Un ion  (EU )  Common
Secu r i t y  and  Defence  Po l i c y  (CSDP )  has
been  t he  s ub jec t  o f  mu l t ip le  s t ud ie s  ove r
t he  pas t  year s  –  t he  ro le ,  amb i t i on  and
s t ra tegy  o f  t he  EU  i n  t h i s  f i e ld  has  been
bo th  ana l y sed  and  ques t i oned .  I ndeed ,
f o re ign  po l i c y  meet s  t he  sove re ign t y  o f
a  s ta te  at  i t s  hear t ,  and  EU  member s
t rad i t i ona l l y  t end  t o  keep  con t ro l  ove r
i t .  A  majo r  componen t  o f  t he  CSDP
cons i s t s  o f  t he  dep loymen t  o f  c i v i l i an
and  mi l i ta r y  mi s s i on s  on  f o re ign  so i l ;
s i nce  2003 ,  t he  EU  has  l a unched  38  s uch
m i s s i on s .  Howor th  argues  t ha t  t he  EU
became  a  ‘mi l i ta r y  ac to r ’  i n  2003  bu t
shows  a  ce r ta i n  hes i ta t i on  i n  qua l i f y i ng
the  Un ion  as  s uch .   I n  con t ra s t  t o  c i v i l i an
m i s s i on s  wh ich  are  f i nanced  by  t he  CFSP
budge t ,  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion s  are  mos t l y
f i nanced  by  t he  member  s ta te s  d i rec t l y
becau se  o f  t he i r  mi l i ta r y  and  de fence
d imens ion s .  The  A thena  mechan i sm  was
es tab l i s hed  i n  2004  t o  prov ide  f i nanc ia l
s uppor t  f o r  t he  common  cos t s  o f  EU
opera t ion s  wi th  de fence  or  mi l i ta r y
imp l i ca t ion s .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  es t ima ted  t ha t
A thena  on l y  f i nances  10  t o  15% o f  an
opera t ion ’ s  cos t s .  The  re s t  i s  borne  by
the  member  s ta te s  who  con t r ibu te  t o  t he
opera t ion .  

As  a  mat te r  o f  c la r i t y ,  he rea f te r  i n  t h i s
paper ,  t he  u se  o f  t he  word  “opera t ion ”
re fe r s  t o  a  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion ,  and
“mi s s i on ”  re fe r s  t o  a  c i v i l i an  mi s s i on .  

Whi le  an  opera t ion  requ i re s  t he
unan imou s  approva l  o f  a l l  EU  member
s ta te s  and  t ha t  o f  t he  UN  Secu r i t y
Counc i l  t o  be  l a unched ,  t he  number  o f
s ta te s  i n vo l ved  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s
rema in s  ve r y  l im i ted .  And  even  among
the  f ew  member s  who  send  mi l i ta r y
pe r sonne l  t o  t he se  opera t ion s ,  one
obse r ve s  l a rge  d i sc repanc ie s  i n
commi tmen t ,  f o r  examp le ,  F rance  sen t
1 ,636  so ld ie r s  t o  Opera t ion  ARTEMIS
RDC  i n  2003 ,  whereas  Germany  sen t
on l y  seven .  Admi t ted l y ,  t he  EU  does  no t
have  i t s  own  army ,  bu t  one  migh t  expec t
a l l  s ta te s  t o  par t i c ipa te  i n  opera t ion s
s i nce  t hey  agree  t o  i n i t i a te  t hem .
S t ud ie s  o f  CSDP  bu rden - s ha r i ng  have
revea led  co r re la t i on s  between  t he  s i ze
o f  t he  economy  and  t he  popu la t i on  o f  a
s ta te  and  i t s  par t i c ipa t ion  i n  CSDP
opera t ion s .  Scho la r s  have  h igh l igh ted
tha t  ce r ta i n  member  s ta te s  commi t  more
to  opera t ion s  due  t o  t he i r  “co lon ia l
t i e s ”  wi th  t he  rec ip ien t  coun t r y  ( i b id . ) .
Ye t ,  no  recen t  s t udy  has  addre s sed  how
fac to r s  s uch  as  imper ia l i s t  h i s to r i e s  or
i n te re s t s  i n  opera t ion s  f ocu s i ng  on
fo rmer  co lon ie s  af fec t  t he  commi tmen t
o f  member  s ta te s  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s .
Hence ,  t h i s  paper  ask s :  How  does  t he
co lon ia l  pas t  o f  a  member  s ta te
de te rm ine  i t s  commi tmen t  t o  a  CSDP
opera t ion?

The  f i r s t  sec t ion  rev iews  t he  re levan t
l i t e ra t u re  i n  t he  scope  o f  ou r  s t udy .
Var iou s  e lemen t s  o f  prev iou s  re sea rch  

C S D P  M I L I T A R Y  O P E R A T I O N S :
 

Daphné Charotte
A Matter of Post-colonial Ties?

 



on  mi l i ta r y  a l l i ances  and  EU  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion s  are  u sed  i n  t h i s
quan t i ta t i ve  re sea rch  paper .  

Cer ta i n  aspec t s  s uch  as  par t y  po l i t i c s
a re  no t  i nc l uded  i n  t he  ana l y s i s ,  bu t
f u r t he r  re sea rch  s hou ld  cons ide r  t he
way  mi l i ta r y  dep loymen t  i s  managed
by  na t iona l  po l i t i ca l  par t i e s  and
par l iamen t s .  Ano the r  sec t ion  exp la i n s
t he  ra t i ona le  dr i v i ng  t he  ana l y s i s ,  t he
way  t he  data  was  obta i ned ,  and  t he
cho ice  o f  mu l t ip le  l i nea r  reg re s s i on  as
the  s ta t i s t i ca l  method .  The  re s u l t s  are
pre sen ted  and  ana l y sed  i n  l a te r
sec t ion s .  F i na l l y ,  t he  l im i ta t i on s  o f  ou r
ana l y s i s  are  d i scu s sed  and  avenues  f o r
f u t u re  re sea rch  are  s ugges ted .

I I .  Background

I n  1966 ,  Ol son  and
Zeckhau se r  examined  t he
coopera t ion  between  s ta te s
i n  d i f fe ren t  i n te rna t iona l
o rgan i sa t i on s .  The i r
quan t i ta t i ve  ana l y s i s
f ocu se s  on  t he
d i sp ropor t i ona l i t y  o f
bu rden - s ha r i ng  among  NATO
a l l i e s ,  and  t o  a  sma l l e r

repeated l y  ment ion s  t ha t  F rance ’ s
i n te re s t s  i n  i n te r ven i ng  i n  f o re ign
thea t re s  are  i n f l uenced  by  i t s  f o rmer
s ta t u s  as  a  co lon ia l  emp i re .
I n  par t i cu la r ,  s he  reca l l s  t ha t  t he
opera t ion  l a unched  i n  Chad  i n  2008
(EUTM  Chad )  was  proposed ,  s uppor ted ,
and  s upp l i ed  mos t l y  by  F rance ,  as  Chad
i s  a  f o rmer  F rench  co lony .  Whi le  t h i s
a spec t  i s  prec i se l y  t he  one  t ha t  t h i s
paper  exp lo re s ,  E i l s t r up -Sang iovann i
does  no t  i nc l ude  any  va r iab le ( s )  t o
a s se s s  i t  i n  he r  ana l y s i s ,  wh ich  rema in s
e s sen t ia l l y  desc r ip t i ve .  Moreove r ,  he r
work  cove r s  t he  per iod  1999 -2009 .  Now
tha t  t he  CSDP  i s  ce leb ra t i ng  i t s  20th
ann i ve r sa r y ,  he r  work  dese r ve s  an
update .  And  as  t h i s  paper  f ocu se s  on
the  re la t i on sh ip  between  co lon ia l  pas t s
and  (member  s ta te s ’ )  mi l i ta r y
engagemen t ,  one  can  draw  on  E i l s t r up -
Sang iovann i ’ s  re sea rch .

ex ten t  amongs t  Un i ted  Nat ion s  (UN )
member s .  Us i ng  a  s ta t i s t i ca l  mode l
and  mu l t ip le  Spearman ’ s  coe f f i c ien t
co r re la t i on s ,  t hey  deve loped  an
“Economic  Theo ry  o f  A l l i ances . ”   With
t h i s  t heo r y ,  t hey  argue  t ha t
i n te rna t iona l  organ i sa t i on s ,  j u s t  as
gove rnmen t s ,  produce  ‘co l l ec t i ve
goods . ’  Whi le  NATO  member s  ac t
acco rd i ng  t o  t he i r  pr i va te  and
common  secu r i t y  i n te re s t s ,  t hey  a l l
en joy  secu r i t y  bene f i t s  produced  by
the  organ i sa t i on .  Hence ,  t he  secu r i t y
bene f i t s  NATO  a l l i e s  get  f r om  t he
a l l i ance  (and  compu ted  f r om  t he i r
GDP ,  popu la t i on ,  and  exposed
borde r s )  are  no t  propor t i ona l  t o  t he i r
de fence  con t r ibu t i on s .  The  b igger
s ta te s  bore  a  h ighe r  s ha re  o f  t he
NATO  bu rden .  Th i s  t heo r y  i s  t he re fo re
o f ten  re fe r red  t o  as  ‘exp lo i ta t i on
t heo ry , ’  as  i t  s heds  l i gh t  on  t he  f r ee

r id i ng  behav iou r  o f  ce r ta i n  a l l i e s .  
 Ol son  and  Zeckhau se r ’ s  paper  was
pub l i s hed  du r i ng  t he  Co ld  War ,  wh i l e
t he  CSDP  was  i n t roduced  i n  t he  ear l y
2000s .  Othe r  t ypes  o f  t h rea t s  t o
secu r i t y  have  emerged  du r i ng  t he  l a s t
two  decades ,  s uch  as  t e r ro r i sm .
The re fo re ,  one  mus t  a l so  cons ide r  more
recen t  s t ud ie s  t ha t  have  t e s ted  t he
economic s  o f  a l l i ances  i n  t he  cu r ren t
g loba l  geopo l i t i ca l  con tex t .  Th i s  i s
p rec i se l y  what  E i l s t r up -Sang iovann i
a t tempted  t o  do  i n  he r  2014  re sea rch .
She  compared  t he  na tu re  o f  NATO  t o
t ha t  o f  t he  CSDP  and  conc l uded  t ha t
t he  l a t te r  i s  a  “ s ymmet r i c ”  a l l i ance .
Th i s  means  t ha t  EU  s ta te s  get  t he  same
bene f i t s  o f  ac t ion s  unde r taken  by  t he  

CSDP ,  no  mat te r  t he i r  l e ve l
o f  con t r ibu t i on .  Her
s ta t i s t i ca l  ana l y s i s  o f
member  s ta te s ’
con t r ibu t i on s  prov ide s
i n te re s t i ng  f i nd i ng s  f o r  t he
ana l y se s  o f  t h i s  paper .  Not
on l y  cou ld  s he  con f i rm  t he
d i sp ropor t i ona te
con t r ibu t i on s  o f  EU
member s  i n  CSDP
opera t ion s ,  bu t  a l so  s he



L i t e ra t u re  on  a l l i ance  bu rden - s ha r i ng  i s
ve r y  r i ch ,  and  t h i s  sec t ion  canno t
rev iew  a l l  aspec t s  emphas i sed  by
scho la r s  o f  t ran sa t lan t i c  and/or
Eu ropean  secu r i t y ,  espec ia l l y  as  t h i s
paper  f ocu se s  on  t he  re la t i on sh ip
be tween  co lon ia l  pas t s  and  EU  member
s ta te s ’  mi l i ta r y  engagemen t .
None the le s s ,  ce r ta i n  po l i t i ca l  aspec t s
o f  mi l i ta r y  dep loymen t  s hou ld  be
inc l uded  i n  f u t u re  re sea rch  on  co lon ia l
l i n k s  and  mi l i ta r y  engagemen t .  I ndeed ,
t he  po l i t i ca l  co lou r  o f  a  gove rnmen t ,  as
we l l  as  t ha t  o f  a  na t iona l  par l iamen t ,
cou ld  i n f l uence  a  member  s ta te ’ s
m i l i ta r y  amb i t i on s ,  and  t he re fo re  t he
ro le  i t  p lay s  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s .  I n  t h i s
regard ,  Wagner  e t  a l .  s t ud ied  t he
po l i t i c i sa t i on  and  ro le  o f  par t y  po l i t i c s
i n  t he  mi l i ta r y  mi s s i on s  o f  F rance ,
Germany ,  Spa in ,  and  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom .  The i r  re sea rch  re l i e s  on  a
la rge  amoun t  o f  data .  The  f ocu s  so le l y
on  f ou r  coun t r i e s  i s  a  l im i ta t i on  f o r  t h i s
paper  wh ich  seek s  t o  obse r ve  t he
behav iou r  o f  a l l  EU  coun t r i e s .
Neve r t he le s s ,  t he i r  re sea rch  cou ld  be
u sed  and  ex tended  t o  as se s s  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  par t y  po l i t i c s  and  co lon ia l
l i n k s  and  t he i r  impac t  on  member
s ta te s ’  i n vo l vemen t  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s .

I I I .  Ana ly t i ca l  F ramework

I n  t h i s  paper ,  I  draw  on  Horva th ’ s  work
tha t  charac te r i se s  co lon ia l i sm  as  “a
fo rm  o f  domina t ion  –  t he  con t ro l  by
i nd i v idua l s  or  groups  ove r  t he  t e r r i t o r y
and/or  behav iou r  o f  o the r  i nd i v idua l s
o r  groups . ”  As  my  s t udy  does  no t  a im  t o
d i scu s s  t he  d i f fe rences  between
co lon ia l i sm  and  imper ia l i sm ,  or  whethe r
ce r ta i n  s ta te s  can  be  cons ide red  as
fo rmer  co lon ia l  power s ,  I  re l y  on  seve ra l
re l iab le  sou rce s  t o  s t ra igh t fo rward l y
p re sen t s  member  s ta te s  cons ide red  as
fo rmer  co lon ia l  emp i re s  i n  Tab le  2  ( see
the  Append i x ) .

As  afo remen t ioned ,  s ta te s  mus t  bear
mos t  o f  t he  cos t s  as soc ia ted  wi th  t he i r  

i npu t  when  t hey  con t r ibu te  t o  CSDP
opera t ion s .  The  number  o f  per sonne l
sen t  by  a  s ta te  t o  an  EU  opera t ion  i s
u sed  i n  t h i s  s t udy  as  a  proxy  f o r  i t s  l e ve l
o f  i n vo l vemen t .  The  more  t roops  a  s ta te
sends ,  t he  more  i t  spends  i n  t he
opera t ion .  A  s ta te  t ha t  i n vo l ve s  0
per sonne l  i n  t he  opera t ion  i s ,  t he re fo re ,
l e s s  commi t ted  t han  one  t ha t  sends  10 ,
wh ich  i s  i t s e l f  l e s s  commi t ted  t han
ano the r  t ha t  prov ide s  100 ,  and  so  on .
Whi le  t he  l eng th  o f  an  opera t ion  a l so
p rov ide s  an  i nd ica to r  o f  t he  e f fo r t s
made  by  s ta te s ,  scho la r s  have  exp la i ned
the  absence  o f  any  o f f i c ia l  reco rd  o f
t he  va r ia t i on  o f  mi l i ta r y  per sonne l
mob i l i s ed  by  member  s ta te s  ove r  t he
leng th  o f  CSDP  opera t ion s .  The re fo re ,
my  ana l y s i s  does  no t  accoun t  f o r  t he
leng th  o f  an  opera t ion  and  on l y
p rov ide s  f i gu re s  o f  per sonne l  sen t  at  a
par t i cu la r  t ime  po in t  du r i ng  a  CSDP
opera t ion .  The  number  o f  mi l i ta r y
pe r sonne l  t ha t  an  EU  member  dep loy s  i n
a  CSDP  opera t ion  i s  t he  dependen t
va r iab le  o f  t he  s t udy .  

E i l s t r up -Sang iovann i  argues  t ha t  “due  t o
geography ,  t rade  pat te rn s  and  co lon ia l
t i e s ,  coun t r i e s  s uch  as  I t a l y ,  Spa in  or
F rance  are  more  l i ke l y  t o  bene f i t  f r om
succes s f u l  ac t ion  t o  s tem  po l i t i ca l
un re s t  i n  Nor th  A f r i ca ,  whereas  Eas t
Eu ropean  s ta te s  have  a  ve s ted  i n te re s t
i n  ensu r i ng  s tab i l i t y  i n  t he  Ba l kan s . ”
Su rp r i s i ng l y ,  s he  seems  t o  cons ide r
geography  as  a  b igger  dr i ve r  o f
dep loymen t  t han  ‘co lon ia l  t i e s , ’  as  s he



does  no t  ment ion  t he  i n te re s t s  o f  o the r
ma jo r  co lon i s i ng  power s ,  s uch  as  Be lg i um ,
Po r t uga l ,  Germany ,  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom ,
and  t he  Nethe r lands ,  wh ich  a l so  f o rmer l y
had  co lon ie s  i n  A f r i ca .  I n  orde r  t o
unde r s tand  how  t he  ‘co lon ia l  t i e s ’
i n f l uence  member  s ta te s ’  commi tmen t  t o  
 CSDP  opera t ion s ,  t he  f o l l ow ing  hypo the se s
w i l l  be  t e s ted :

      H1 :  An  EU  member  s ta te  wi l l  be  more
i n vo l ved  i n  a  CSDP  opera t ion  i f  i t  i s  a
fo rmer  co lon ia l  emp i re .

      H2 :  An  EU  member  s ta te  wi l l  be  more
i n vo l ved  i n  an  opera t ion  i f  i t  ta rge t s  a
coun t r y  t ha t  i s  one  o f  i t s  f o rmer  co lon ie s .

The  mode l  i nc l udes  seve ra l  con t ro l
va r iab le s  based  on  t he  l i t e ra t u re  o f
bu rden - s ha r i ng  and  i n te rna t iona l
med ia t ion  (Tab le  4 ) .

Data
I  c rea ted  a  datase t  f r om  seve ra l  sou rce s  i n
o rde r  t o  t e s t  t he  d i f fe ren t  hypo the se s .  The
f i r s t  key  sou rce  i s  Di  Mauro ,  Bro t z  and
Wr igh t ’ s  database :  “EU ’ s  Globa l
Engagemen t . ”  Th i s  datase t  br i ng s  t oge the r
re levan t  va r iab le s  re la t i ng  t o  CSDP
opera t ion s  and  mi s s i on s  between  2003  and
2017 .  Mos t  impor tan t l y ,  t he  dependen t
va r iab le  cou ld  be  gene ra ted  f r om  t he i r
da tabase  s i nce  i t  pre sen t s  data  on  t he
number  o f  per sonne l  sen t  by  each  member
s ta te  i n  each  CSDP  opera t ion .  The  number
o f  per sonne l  dep loyed  by  each  member
s ta te  i n  each  CSDP  opera t ion  a l l ows  t o
a s se s s  t he i r  l e ve l  o f  engagemen t  i n  t he
opera t ion s .  The  two  key  i ndependen t
va r iab le s  are  dummie s ,  and  are
opera t iona l i sed  wi th  qua l i ta t i ve  data
found  i n  t he  l i t e ra t u re  and  fac i l i ta ted  wi th
evo l u t i on  maps  re t r i e ved  f r om  Vox .  t he  key
i ndependen t  va r iab le  can  be  unde r s tood
as  f o l l ows :
 
 Key  I V  1 :  f o rmer  co lon ia l  empi re  (H1 )
 =  1  i f  t he  member  s ta te  i s  a  f o rmer
co lon ia l  power ;  0  o the rw i se
 

Key  I V  2 :  f o rmer  co lony  (H2 )
 =  1  i f  t he  ta rge t  coun t r y  i s  a  f o rmer
co lony  o f  t he  member  s ta te ,  0  o the rw i se

Th ree  o f  t he  con t ro l  va r iab le s ,  name l y
con f l i c t  i n ten s i t y ,  coopera t ion  wi th  t he
UN  and  NATO ,  are  a l so  opera t iona l i sed
f rom  Di  Mauro  e t  a l . ’ s  database .  The
o the r  par t  o f  t he  datase t  has  been
as semb led  f r om  t he  Wor ld  Bank ,  wh ich
a l l ows  t he  i nc l u s i on  o f  two  add i t i ona l
con t ro l s :  t he  s i ze  o f  t he  army  and
mi l i ta r y  expend i t u re s  re la t i ve  t o  t he
GDP .  I  a l so  gene ra ted  a  f ew  dummy
var iab le s ,  s uch  as  whethe r  t he  opera t ion
s ta r ted  be fo re  or  af te r  2008 .

The  datase t  compr i se s  333  obse r va t ion s ,
each  co r re spond ing  t o  t he  number  o f
m i l i ta r y  per sonne l  sen t  by  an  EU  s ta te  i n
one  CSDP  opera t ion .  I n  t o ta l ,  1 3  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion s  are  i nc l uded  i n  t he  datase t
(Tab le  1 ) .  Pa lm  and  Crum  (2019 )  do  no t
take  i n to  accoun t  EU  Suppor t  t o  AMIS
(2005 -2007 ) ,  bu t  I  i nc l ude  i t  i n  my
ana l y s i s  becau se ,  a l t hough  i t  was
launched  i n  s uppor t  o f  a  c i v i l i an  CSDP
mi s s i on ,  i t s  na tu re  was  s t r i c t l y  mi l i ta r y .
On ly  s ta te s  t ha t  were  EU  member s  at  t he
t ime  t he  opera t ion  was  ac t i ve  are  taken
as  obse r va t ion s .  Fo r  i n s tance ,  t he  EUFOR
Chad  opera t ion  ran  f r om  2008  t o  2009 :
Croat ia  was  no t  ye t  an  EU  member  at
t ha t  po in t  i n  t ime ,  so  i t  i s  no t  repo r ted
i n  t he  obse r va t ion s .  On  t he  o the r  hand ,
t he  EU  NAVFOR  Soma l ia  opera t ion
s ta r ted  i n  2008  and  i s  s t i l l  ongo ing .
Here  Croat ia  fa l l s  wi th i n  t he
obse r va t ion s  becau se  i t  cou ld  send  i t s
so ld ie r s  t o  EU  NAVFOR  Soma l ia  f r om
2013  onwards .  

A  desc r ip t i on  o f  t he  va r iab le s  i s
p re sen ted  i n  t he  Append i x  (Tab le  3  and
Graphs  A  t o  F ) .  Some  opera t ion s  l a s ted
le s s  t han  a  year  wh i l e  o the r s  have  been
ongo ing  f o r  year s  (Tab le  1 ) .  I n  both
case s ,  t he  i ndependen t  va r iab le s  on  t he
s i ze  o f  an  EU  coun t r y ’ s  na t iona l  army
and  i t s  de fence  budget  take  t he  va l ue
co r re spond ing  t o  t he  year  when  t he
opera t ion  s ta r ted .



Category  0  =  The  member  s ta te  sen t  0  per sonne l  t o  a  CSDP  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion
Category  1  =  The  member  s ta te  sen t  1  t o  20  per sonne l  t o  a  CSDP  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion
Category  2  =  The  member  s ta te  sen t  2 1  t o  50  per sonne l  t o  a  CSDP  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion
Category  3  =  The  member  s ta te  sen t  51  t o  1 20  per sonne l  t o  a  CSDP  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion
Category  4  =  The  member  s ta te  sen t  at  l ea s t  1 2 1  per sonne l  t o  a  CSDP  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion .

Method
To  t e s t  t he  d i f fe ren t  hypo the se s ,  I  f i r s t  car r i ed  ou t  a  l i nea r  reg re s s i on  wi th  t he  number
o f  mi l i ta r y  per sonne l  sen t  by  an  EU  s ta te  t o  a  CSDP  opera t ion  as  a  dependen t
va r iab le  (Tab le  3  i n  t he  Append i x ) .  

Th i s  f i r s t  at tempt  proved  i nconc l u s i ve :  t he  dependen t  va r iab le  has  l i t t l e  va r iance
becau se  many  s ta te s  have  sen t  no  per sonne l  t o  t he  opera t ion s  (Graph  1 ) .  To  ove rcome
th i s  prob lem ,  I  c rea ted  ano the r  va r iab le  t o  group  t he  number  o f  per sonne l  dep loyed
in  an  EU  opera t ion  i n to  ca tegor ie s .  Th i s  orde red  ca tegor i ca l  va r iab le  does  no t
change  t he  dependen t  va r iab le ,  bu t  t he  way  i n  wh ich  i t s  measu remen t  i s  ar ranged
(Graph  1 ) .  I t  compr i se s  5  ca tegor ie s  and  f o l l ows  t he  s ub sequen t  l og ic :

With  t he  new  orde red  ca tegor i ca l  va r iab le ,  cons i s tency  d ic ta te s  t ha t  I  conduc t  an
orde red  l og i s t i c  reg re s s i on .  Scho la r s  have  no t  reached  a  consen su s  as  t o  t he  bes t
op t ion  between  u s i ng  a  s ta t i s t i ca l  mode l  t echn ica l l y  i napprop r ia te  bu t  more  eas i l y
i n te rp re tab le ,  and  u s i ng  a  t echn ica l l y  appropr ia te  mode l  whose  i n te rp re ta t ion  i s
mo re  i n t r i ca te .  Fo r  t he  sake  o f  a  c lea re r  i n te rp re ta t ion  o f  t he  re s u l t s ,  I  v io la te  some
bas ic  pr i nc ip le s  o f  t he  l i nea r  mode l  and  choose  t o  conduc t  a  mu l t ip le  l i nea r
reg re s s i on .



I V .  F ind ings  and  Ana ly s i s
Th i s  sec t ion  d i scu s se s  t he  re s u l t s  o f  t he  mu l t ip le  l i nea r  reg re s s i on  I  ran  t o  as se s s  t he
re la t i on sh ip  between  t he  dependen t  va r iab le  and  t he  i ndependen t  va r iab le s  (Tab le
4 ) .  As  exp la i ned  be fo re ,  t he  number  o f  mi l i ta r y  per sonne l  i s  a  proxy  f o r  t he  l e ve l  o f
engagemen t  o f  a  member  s ta te ,  hence  both  f o rmu la t i on s  convey  t he  same  i dea .

The  mode l  revea l s  no  s ign i f i can t  re la t i on sh ip  between  a  s ta te  be ing  a  f o rmer  co lon ia l
emp i re  and  t he  number  o f  mi l i ta r y  per sonne l  sen t  t o  a  CSDP  opera t ion .  The  nu l l
h ypo the s i s  fa i l s  t o  be  re jec ted .  Th i s  f i nd i ng  con t rad ic t s  what  i s  s ta ted  i n  t he
l i t e ra t u re  and  a l t hough  I  expec ted  t o  uncove r  a  pos i t i ve  re la t i on sh ip  between  t he
fo rmer  co lon ia l  emp i re  va r iab le  and  t he  dependen t  va r iab le  (H1 ) ,  t h i s  ana l y s i s
s ugges t s  t ha t  no  s ign i f i can t  l i n k  can  be  es tab l i s hed  between  t he  two .  

On  t he  o the r  hand ,  t he  fac t  t ha t  t he  rec ip ien t  coun t r y  o f  t he  opera t ion  i s  t he  f o rmer
co lony  o f  t he  member  s ta te  can  exp la i n  t he  va r y i ng  l e ve l s  o f  engagemen t  i n  t he  CSDP
opera t ion s .  I ndeed ,  t he  mode l  s hows  a  pos i t i ve  re la t i on sh ip  between  per sonne l
dep loymen t s  and  t he  f o rmer  co lony  va r iab le  ( s ign i f i can t  at  t he  0 .01  l e ve l ) .  Th i s  means
t ha t  a  f o rmer  co lon i s i ng  s ta te  wi l l  no t  neces sa r i l y  send  more  t roops  t o  an  EU
opera t ion  i f  i t  has  a  co lon ia l  pas t ,  bu t  i t  wi l l  i f  t he  ta rge t  o f  t he  opera t ion  i s  i t s
f o rmer  co lony .  Ye t ,  f o rmer  co lon ia l  power s  s uch  as  Be lg i um ,  F rance ,  I t a l y ,  Po r t uga l ,
and  Spa in  are  t he  mos t  heav i l y  rep re sen ted  i n  t he se  t hea t re s  o f  opera t ion .  One  can
re jec t  t he  nu l l  hypo the se s  and  conc l ude  t ha t  t he  engagemen t  o f  member  s ta te s  i n
CSDP  opera t ion s  i nc rease s  i f  t he  rec ip ien t  coun t r y  o f  t he  opera t ion  i s  a  f o rmer  co lony
o f  t he  member  s ta te  (H2 ) .  



 Such  re s u l t s  can  be  pu t  i n to  t he  broader
debate  on  t he  EU ’ s  t ype  o f  ac to rne s s .  More
spec i f i ca l l y ,  t he  f i nd i ng s  ra i se  ques t i on s  on
member  s ta te s ’  i n te re s t s  i n  f o re ign
coun t r i e s  and  whethe r  t hey  cou ld  be  ak i n
to  neo -co lon ia l i sm .  Some  scho la r s  have
worked  on  t he  neo -co lon ia l i s t  t ra i t s  o f  EU
mi l i ta r y  i n te r ven t ion ,  mos t l y  h igh l igh t i ng
the  dominance  o f  F rench  pre sence  i n  Sub -
Saharan  A f r i ca .  A  bet te r  unde r s tand ing  o f
how  much  i n te re s t  ar i s i ng  f r om  co lon ia l
pas t s  accoun t  f o r  a  reason  o f  member
s ta te s ’  i n vo l vemen t  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s
cou ld  be  brough t  i n  f u t u re  quan t i ta t i ve
and  qua l i ta t i ve  re sea rch  work s .

V .  Di scu s s ion  &  conc lu s ion
The  mode l  d i scu s sed  i n  t h i s  paper  s heds
l igh t  on  t he  ro le  p layed  by  co lon ia l  t i e s  i n
t imes  o f  per sonne l  dep loymen t  i n  CSDP
opera t ion s .  As  E i l s t r up -Sang iovann i  (2014 )
prev iou s l y  argued ,  i t  f r om  t he  ev idence
tha t  EU  s ta te s ’  degree  o f  con t r ibu t i on  i n
CSDP  opera t ion s  t ends  t o  i nc rease  f o r
fo rmer  co lon ia l  power s .  Even  t hough  no
s ign i f i can t  re la t i on sh ip  was  f ound  between
be ing  a  f o rmer  co lon ia l   Th i s  degree  o f
con t r ibu t i on  t u r n s  ou t  t o  be  even  more  

pos i t i ve l y  i n f l uenced  when  t he  coun t r y
whe re  t he  i n te r ven t ion  i s  l a unched  was
a  co lony  o f  t he  EU  member .  Moreove r ,
t he  l a unch  o f  an  opera t ion  f r om  2008
onwards  and  a  h igh  l e ve l  o f  i n ten s i t y  o f
a  con f l i c t  ( i .e .  war )  are  two  reason s
t ha t  i n f l uence  negat i ve l y  t he  number  o f
pe r sonne l  sen t  by  an  EU  Member  i n  a
CSDP  opera t ion .
 
A l t hough  t h i s  paper  prov ide s  an  
as se s smen t  o f  t he  dr i ve r s  o f  EU  s ta te s ’
engagemen t  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s ,  i t
p ropose s  a  ra t he r  broad  ana l y s i s  o f  t he
phenomenon .  Both  s ign i f i can t  and  non -

s ign i f i can t  re s u l t s  pre sen ted  i n  t he
mode l  con t r ibu te  t o  t he  l i t e ra t u re  o f  t he
EU ’ s  common  de fence  po l i c y .  F rom  t he
s tandpo in t  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l  debate  on
Eu ropean  de fence ,  t hey  can  po in t  t o
ce r ta i n  i n te rna l  d i v i s i on s  wi th i n  t he  EU .
Though  t h i s  paper  prov ide s  some
answer s  t o  scho la r s ’  obse r va t ion s  on  t he
unequa l  con t r ibu t i on  o f  EU  coun t r i e s  t o
t he  Un ion ’ s  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion s ,  i t
p re sen t s  some  l im i ta t i on s .



F i r s t l y ,  t he  mode l  d id  no t  i nc l ude  any
i nd ica to r  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l  s i t ua t ion  i n  EU
member  s ta te s .  Fu t u re  re sea rch  s hou ld
encompas s  t ho se  po l i t i ca l  i nd ica to r s  t ha t
may  expose  a  l i n k  between  s ta te s ’
i n vo l vemen t  i n  CSDP  opera t ion s  (e .g . ,
po l i t i ca l  par t i e s )  and  t he  ro le  o f  t he
na t iona l  par l iamen t  and  vo te s  on  mi l i ta r y
dep loymen t  ( see  Wagner  e t  a l . ,  2017 ) .
Whi le  t h i s  wou ld  requ i re  s ign i f i can t  data
co l l ec t i on  work ,  i t  wou ld  f u r t he r  exp la i n
how  co lon ia l  pas t s  af fec t  mi l i ta r y
dep loymen t  f r om  t he  per spec t i ve  o f  t he
domes t i c  po l i t i ca l  i n s t i t u t i on s .

Second l y ,  t h i s  quan t i ta t i ve  paper  s hou ld  be
comp le ted  by  qua l i ta t i ve  ana l y s i s  on  t he
po l i t i ca l  proces s  pr io r  t o  t he  l a unch  o f  an
opera t ion ,  s uch  as  by  l ook i ng  at  Fo re ign
A f fa i r s  Counc i l  po l i c y  repo r t s  on  t he
opera t ion s .  More  l i gh t  s hou ld  be  s hed  on
s ta te s  who  p lay  an  ac t i ve  ro le  i n  t he
i n i t i a t i on  o f  t he  CSDP  opera t ion s ,  as  we l l
a s  t he se  opera t ion s ’  goa l s  and  ou tcomes .  A
proces s - t rac i ng  cou ld  comp lemen t  a
rev iewed  ve r s i on  o f  t h i s  paper ’ s  s ta t i s t i c s
and  wou ld  f ocu s ,  f o r  examp le ,  on  t he  case
o f  F rance ,  t he  l a rges t  con t r ibu to r  t o
opera t ion s  t o  date .  Th i s  s t udy  cou ld
exp lo re  t he  cau sa l  mechan i sms  between
the  d i f fe ren t  s tages  t ha t  precede  t he
send ing  o f  F rench  mi l i ta r y  t roops  on
fo re ign  so i l  unde r  t he  EU  f l ag .

To  conc l ude ,  t he  EU  has  s hown  i t s  des i re  t o
become  a  mi l i ta r y  p laye r  s i nce  2003
th rough  i t s  c i v i l i an  mi s s i on s  and  mi l i ta r y
ope ra t ion s .  Whi le  34  o f  t he se  i n te r ven t ion s
were  unde r taken  unde r  t he  CSDP  t o  date ,
t he  number  o f  member  s ta te s  j o i n i ng  unde r
t he  EU  f l ag  rema in s  l im i ted .  Th rough  a
quan t i ta t i ve  ana l y s i s ,  t h i s  paper  prov ide s
an  answer  t o  t he  l im i ted  s ucces s  o f  CSDP
opera t ion s  among  EU  member  s ta te s  by
as se s s i ng  how  co lon ia l i sm  i n f l uences  t he i r
l e ve l  o f  engagemen t .  Though  i t  pre sen t s
s ign i f i can t  f i nd i ng s ,  t h i s  paper  s hou ld  be  a
f i r s t  s tep  t o  be  imp roved  by  f u r t he r
enqu i r i e s .  Fo r  i n s tance ,  po l i t i ca l  i nd ica to r s
wou ld  add  re levan t  s ub s tance  t o  ou r
mode l .Moreove r ,  qua l i ta t i ve  ana l y se s
s hou ld  comp lemen t  t he  comprehen s ion  o f  

member  s ta te s ’  behav iou r  on  common
de fence  i s s ue s .

The  EU  appear s  t o  want  t o  as se r t  i t s e l f
a s  a  mi l i ta r y  ac to r ,  bu t  t he  ana l y s i s
s ugges t s  t ha t  at  t he  CSDP  opera t ion s
l e ve l ,  i t  i s  tak i ng  on  more  o f  t he  face  o f
a  pos t -co lon ia l  ac to r .  The  pre sen t
re sea rch  can  t h u s  be  pu t  i n to
pe r spec t i ve  wi th  t he  cu r ren t  po l i t i ca l
debate  on  t he  c rea t ion  o f  a  common  EU
mi l i ta r y  capab i l i t y .  Th i r t y  year s  ago ,  t he
fo rmer  Be lg ian  Min i s te r  o f  Fo re ign
A f fa i r s  ca l l ed  t he  EU  a  “mi l i ta r y  worm . ”
I n  t h i s  regard ,  one  migh t  wonder  whethe r
more  s ha red  work  wi th i n  t he  CSDP  wou ld
he lp  t he  Un ion  t o  af f i rm  i t s e l f  as  a
proper  mi l i ta r y  ac to r .

Ed i to r ' s  Note :  As  expre s sed  by  t he  au tho r ,
a  c r i t i ca l  componen t  o f  t h i s  p iece  i nc l udes
quan t i ta t i ve  re sea rch  t o  bet te r  unde r s tand
th i s  t op ic .  I n i t i a l l y ,  Ms .  Charo t te  i nc l uded
an  append i x  when  s he  s ubm i t ted  he r  paper
wh ich  h igh l igh ted  emp i r i ca l  ev idence  i n
s uppor t  o f  he r  t he s i s ;  howeve r ,  ou r
ed i to r ia l  t eam  made  t he  t ough  dec i s i on
no t  t o  i nc l ude  t h i s  sec t ion  i n  t he  f i na l
pub l i ca t ion  o f  Eu rope :Beyond  i n  t he
i n te re s t  o f  l eng th  and  brev i t y .  With  t ha t
be i ng  sa id ,  we  s t i l l  be l i e ve  t h i s  componen t
to  be  an  i n teg ra l  par t  o f  Ms .  Charo t te ' s
ove ra l l  re sea rch  and  so  we  have  pub l i s hed
i t  as  a  Web  Exc l u s i ve  at
h t tp s : //www . i n s t i t u teg rea te reu rope .com/e
u rope -beyond .  We  s t rong l y  encou rage
reader s  t o  check  ou t  t h i s  amaz ing
re sea rch  and  unde r s tand  t h i s  i s s ue  i n
g rea te r  depth s .

https://www.institutegreatereurope.com/europe-beyond
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Daphné  Charo t te  i s  a  F rench  s t uden t  cu r ren t l y  s t udy i ng  i n  t he
Nethe r lands .  A f te r  comp le t i ng  a  Bache lo r  i n  I n te rna t iona l  Re la t ion s  at
t he  I L ER I  Par i s ,  s he  en ro l l ed  i n  t he  Research  Mas te r  Eu ropean  S t ud ie s
a t  Maas t r i ch t  Un i ve r s i t y .  The re ,  s he  has  become  fam i l i a r  wi th  re sea rch
methods  and  deve loped  he r  re sea rch  i n te re s t s :  quan t i ta t i ve  methods ,
de fence  bu rden  s ha r i ng ,  mi l i ta r y  a l l i ances ,  and  mi l i ta r y  opera t ion s .
She  has  been  s ha r i ng  he r  j o u r ney  as  a  re sea rch  mas te r  s t uden t  on
soc ia l  med ia ,  as  a  S t uden t  Ambas sador  o f  t he  Facu l t y  o f  Ar t s  and
Soc ia l  Sc iences  o f  Maas t r i ch t  Un i ve r s i t y .  A f te r  comp le t i ng  he r  Mas te r ,
Daphné  wi she s  t o  pu r s ue  a  caree r  i n  academia .  



D

I .  I n t roduc t ion
Di scu s s i on s  on  co lon ia l i sm  gene ra l l y  dea l
w i t h  t he  h i s to r i ca l  prac t i ce  o f
domina t ion  i n vo l v i ng  t he  s ub j uga t ion  o f
one  peop le  t o  ano the r ;  or  i t s  impac t s  on
soc ie t y  t oday .  As  a  re s u l t ,  i t  i s  o f ten
though t  t o  be  a  t h i ng  o f  t he  pas t .
Notw i t h s tand ing ,  i t  migh t  be  a  s u rp r i se
to  many  t ha t  co lon ia l i sm  -  i n  t he
t rad i t i ona l  sen se  -  s t i l l  con t i n ue s  t oday .
And  t ha t  t he  proces s  o f  un rave l l i ng
Eu ropean  emp i re s  i s ,  un fo r t una te l y ,  fa r
f rom  comp le te .

The  Br i t i s h  I nd ian  Ocean  Te r r i t o r y ,  a
Br i t i s h  ove r seas  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom  s i t ua ted  i n  t he  I nd ian  Ocean
ha l fway  between  Tanzan ia  and
Indones ia ,  i s  a  c lea r  examp le  o f  t h i s .
S i nce  t he  1980s ,  t he  Governmen t  o f
Mau r i t i u s  has  sough t  t o  rega in  con t ro l
ove r  t h i s  Te r r i t o r y  wh ich  i s  known
t rad i t i ona l l y  as  t he  Chagos  Arch ipe lago
or  t he  Chagos  I s l ands .  Howeve r ,  desp i te
a  se r i e s  o f  l i t i ga t ion s  i n  va r iou s  cou r t s  -
both  na t iona l  and  i n te rna t iona l  -  t he
Un i ted  K ingdom  re f u se s  t o  cede  i t s
sove re ign t y  ove r  t he  Chagos .

Th i s  ar t i c l e  wi l l  examine  t he  sove re ign t y
d i spu te  between  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom  and
Maur i t i u s .  To  s ta r t ,  a  h i s to r i ca l  ove r v iew
wi l l  exp lo re  how  t he  Chagos  Arch ipe lago
became  t he  cu r ren t  Br i t i s h  I nd ian  Ocean
Te r r i t o r y .  The rea f te r ,  t he  va r iou s
i n te rna t iona l  r u l i ng s  dea l i ng  wi th  t he
sove re ign t y  ove r  t he  Chagos  Arch ipe lago
w i l l  be  examined  be fo re  conc l ud i ng  wi th  
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a  con temp la t ion  on  t he  d i spu te ’ s  f u t u re
ou t l ook .

I I .  A  Pa in fu l  Hi s to ry
To  unde r s tand  t he  con te s ted
A rch ipe lago ’ s  or ig i n s ,  one  has  t o  t u r n  t o
t he  l a te  15 t h  cen t u r y ,  when  Po r t uguese
exp lo re r s  began  t o  ven t u re  i n to  t he
I nd ian  Ocean  and  d i scove red  t he
loca t ion  o f  Maur i t i u s .  Soon  t he rea f te r ,
t hey  were  j o i ned  by  Du tch  and  Eng l i s h
sa i l o r s ,  whose  re spec t i ve  na t ion s  had
es tab l i s hed  Eas t  I nd ia  Compan ie s  t o
exp lo i t  commerc ia l  oppor t un i t i e s  i n  t he
I nd ian  Ocean  and  t he  Fa r  Eas t .

The  f i r s t  permanen t  co lony  i n  Maur i t i u s
was  es tab l i s hed  by  t he  Du tch  Eas t  I nd ia
Company  i n  1638  and  ex i s ted  un t i l  1 7 10
when  t he  Du tch  abandoned  t he  i s l and
due  t o  drough t s ,  cyc lone s  and  pes t s
wh ich  preven ted  agr i cu l t u ra l  progre s s .
Fo l l ow ing  t he i r  depar t u re ,  t he  F rench
gove rnmen t  t ook  pos se s s i on  o f  Maur i t i u s
i n  1 7 15  and  renamed  i t  t he  Î l e  de
F rance .

F lag  o f  t he  Commi s s i one r  o f  t he  Br i t i s  I nd ian
Ocean  Te r r i t o r y  



A  f ew  month s  l a te r ,  u s i ng  a  comb ina t ion
o f  d ip lomat i c  pre s s u re  and  bu l l y i ng ,
Br i ta i n  conv i nced  t he  rep re sen ta t i ve s  o f
t he  co lony  o f  Maur i t i u s  t o  hand  t he
i s lands  ove r  t o  Br i t i s h  con t ro l  -
someth i ng  t he  Maur i t ian s  c la imed  t o
have  “no  cho ice ”  ove r .  The  handove r
i t se l f  was  agreed  i n  t he  Lancas te r  House
agreemen t  wh ich  was  conc l uded  on  23
Sep tember  1965 .  The  reason i ng  beh i nd
the  detachmen t  was  t ha t ,  due  t o
geopo l i t i ca l  conce rn s ,  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom  and  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s  needed
a  mi l i ta r y  base  i n  t he  I nd ian  Ocean
reg ion .  Howeve r ,  t he  base  needed  t o  be
on  Br i t i s h  Te r r i t o r y  as  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s
had  no  pos se s s i on s  i n  t he  reg ion  and
was  deep l y  conce rned  abou t  t he
s tab i l i t y  o f  any  o the r  hos t  na t ion  f o r  a
poten t ia l  mi l i ta r y  base .  Thu s ,  t hey
sough t  an  unpopu la ted  t e r r i t o r y  t o  avo id
the  Un i ted  Nat ion ' s  deco lon i sa t i on
requ i remen t s  and  t he  re s u l t i ng  po l i t i ca l
i s s ue s  o f  sove re ign t y .

What  happened  nex t  was  t ha t  on  30
December  1966 ,  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s  and
the  Un i ted  K ingdom  s igned  a  50 -year
agreemen t  t o  u se  t he  Chagos
A rch ipe lago  f o r  mi l i ta r y  pu rpose s ;  and
tha t  each  i s l and  wou ld  be  wi thou t  a
re s iden t  c i v i l i an  popu la t i on .  To  ach ieve
th i s ,  between  1967  and  1973  Br i t i s h
o f f i c ia l s  f o rc ib l y  expe l l ed  t he  en t i re
popu la t i on  o f  t he  Chagos  Arch ipe lago
to  main land  Maur i t i u s  i n  orde r  t o  a l l ow
the  es tab l i s hmen t  o f  a  j o i n t  mi l i ta r y
fac i l i t y  o f  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom  and  t he
Un i ted  S ta te s .  A  pa in f u l  even t  wi th
la s t i ng  consequences  f o r  t he
approx imate l y  2000  na t i ve  Chagos s ian s
who ,  t o  date ,  have  been  preven ted  f r om
re t u r n i ng  t o  t he i r  home land .

I I I .  An  Ar ray  o f  (Un ) s ucces s f u l  Lega l
P roceed ings
S i nce  t he  1980s ,  t he  Governmen t  o f
Mau r i t i u s  has  sough t  t o  rega in  con t ro l
ove r  t he  Chagos  Arch ipe lago .  As  s uch ,
t hey  have  unde r taken  a  se r i e s  o f
l i t i ga t ion s  hop ing  t o  l ega l l y  f o rma l i ze
the i r  c la im .

Desp i te  c lea r  l ega l  gu idance  wi th i n  t he
dec la ra t ion  proh ib i t i ng  t he  breakup  o f
co lon ie s  pr io r  t o  t he i r  i ndependence ,
Br i ta i n  began  t o  draw  up  p lan s  t o  detach
the  Chagos  Arch ipe lago  f r om  Maur i t i u s  i n
o rde r  t o  re ta i n  i t  unde r  Br i t i s h  con t ro l .
They  a l so  began  d i scu s s i ng  t he  f u t u re  o f
t he  Arch ipe lago  wi th  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s  i n
1964 ,  wi th  t he  l a t te r  expre s s i ng  an
in te re s t  i n  es tab l i s h i ng  mi l i ta r y  fac i l i t i e s
on  t he  Arch ipe lago .

I n  1 8 10 ,  t he  Br i t i s h  captu red  t he  Î l e  de
F rance  and  renamed  i t  Maur i t i u s  -  as  i t  i s
s t i l l  common l y  known  t oday .  Th i s  change
o f  admin i s t ra t i on  was  cod i f i ed  by  t he
T rea t y  o f  Par i s  o f  30  May  1 8 14 ,  and
F rance  o f f i c ia l l y  ceded  t he  Î l e  de  F rance
and  a l l  i t s  dependenc ie s  ( i nc l ud i ng  t he
Chagos  Arch ipe lago )  t o  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom .

Br i ta i n  con t i n ued  i t s  admin i s t ra t i on  o f
t he  co lony  o f  Maur i t i u s  un t i l  1965 ,  when
the  g loba l  deco lon i sa t i on  proces s  had
begun  t o  ga in  momen tum .  Th i s  was  t he
re su l t  o f  t he  adopt ion  o f  t he  p i vo ta l
Dec la ra t ion  on  t he  Gran t i ng  o f
I ndependence  t o  Co lon ia l  Coun t r i e s  and
Peop le s  by  t he  Un i ted  Nat ion s  Genera l
A s semb l y  f i ve  year s  ear l i e r .  As  t h i s
dec la ra t ion  prov ided  f o r  t he  gran t i ng  o f
i ndependence  t o  co lon ia l  coun t r i e s  and
peop le s ,  Br i ta i n  had  t o  ready  i t s e l f  f o r
t he  i nev i tab le  i ndependence  o f
Mau r i t i u s .  



re spec t  t he  r i gh t s  o f  Maur i t i u s  and  t he
Chagos s ian s  t o  se l f -dete rm ina t ion .  Th i s
i s  somewhat  i r on i c ,  as  t he  Br i t i s h
gove rnmen t  con t i n ue s  t o  de fend  t he
r igh t  o f  Fa l k land  I s l ande r s  t o  se l f -
dete rm ina t ion .

Neve r t he le s s ,  desp i te  t he se  favou rab le
r u l i ng s  f o r  Maur i t i u s ,  no th i ng  s ub s tan t ia l
ha s  been  ach ieved  f o r  t he  coun t r y .  The
Un i ted  K ingdom  has  repeated l y  re f u sed
to  ab ide  by  t he  r u l i ng s  and  has
s ub sequen t l y  fa i l ed  t o  accept  and
re spec t  t he  r i gh t s  o f  Maur i t i u s  and  t he
Chagos s ian s  t o  se l f -dete rm ina t ion .  Th i s
i s  somewhat  i r on i c ,  as  t he  Br i t i s h  

adopted  a  re so l u t i on  we lcom ing  t he  ICJ ’ s
op i n ion  and  g i v i ng  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom
s i x  month s  t o  cede  t he  t e r r i t o r y .
 
More  recen t l y ,  on  28  Janua ry  2021 ,  i n  a
d i spu te  between  Maur i t i u s  and  Mald i ve s
on  t he i r  mar i t ime  boundary ,  t he  Un i ted
Nat ion ' s  I n te rna t iona l  T r ibuna l  f o r  t he
Law  o f  t he  Sea  r u l ed  t ha t  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom  has  no  sove re ign t y  ove r  t he
Chagos  Arch ipe lago ,  and  t ha t  con t ro l
ove r  t he  reg ion  be longs  t o  Maur i t i u s .

Neve r t he le s s ,  desp i te  t he se  favou rab le
r u l i ng s  f o r  Maur i t i u s ,  no th i ng  s ub s tan t ia l
ha s  been  ach ieved  f o r  t he  coun t r y .  The
Un i ted  K ingdom  has  repeated l y  re f u sed
to  ab ide  by  t he  r u l i ng s  and  has
s ub sequen t l y  fa i l ed  t o  accept  and

The  f i r s t  re levan t  r u l i ng  i n  t h i s  regard
was  made  by  t he  Pe rmanen t  Cour t  o f
A rb i t ra t i on  i n  2015 .  Maur i t i u s  i n i t i a ted  a
case  aga in s t  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom  unde r
t he  d i spu te  se t t l emen t  prov i s i on s  o f  t he
1982  Un i ted  Nat ion s  Conven t ion  on  t he
Law  o f  t he  Sea  c la im ing  t he  Mar i ne
P ro tec ted  Area  (a  no - take  area ,  where
f i s h i ng  i s  comp le te l y  banned )  es tab l i s hed
by  t he  Br i t i s h  around  t he  Chagos
A rch ipe lago  t o  be  a  v io la t i on  o f  t he
Conven t ion .  I n  t h i s  case ,  t he  Cour t  r u l ed
i n  favou r  o f  Maur i t i u s  and  dec la red  t he
Chagos  Mar i ne  P ro tec ted  Area  t o  be
i l l ega l l y  i n s ta ted  by  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom .  

The  2015  r u l i ng  was
fo l l owed  by  perhaps
t he  mos t
con sequen t ia l  one  -
t he  I n te rna t iona l
Cou r t  o f  Ju s t i ce ’ s
( ICJ )  2019  adv i so r y
op in ion ,  af f i rm ing
the  Un i ted
K ingdom ’ s  un lawfu l
au t ho r i t y  ove r  t he
Chagos  Arch ipe lago .
I n  i t s  af te rmath ,  1 16
member s  o f  t he
Un i ted  Nat ion s '
Genera l  As semb l y
Reso l u t i on  broad l y  

V I .  Fu tu re  Out look
The  Un i ted  K ingdom ' s
s ub jec t i ve  i n te rp re ta t ion
o f  i n te rna t iona l  l aw  i n  t h i s
ca se  does  no t  seem
defen s ib le  f o r  much
longe r .  I nc reas i ng
i n te rna t iona l  pre s s u re  and
lega l  cos t s  wi l l  i nev i tab l y
fo rce  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom
to  accept  t ha t  co lon ia l i sm
be longs  i n  t he  h i s to r y
book s .  I n  o the r  words ,  i t
can  be  expec ted  t ha t  t he
Un i ted  K ingdom  wi l l  

f i na l l y  have  t o  f u l f i l  i t s  ob l iga t ion s
unde r  i n te rna t iona l  l aw  and  a l l ow  t he
re t u r n  o f  t he  Chagos s ian s  who  were
fo rc ib l y  removed  f r om  t he i r  home land .
Th i s  i s  impera t i ve ,  no t  l ea s t  becau se  t he
Un i ted  K ingdom ' s  re f u sa l  t o  comp l y  wi th
i n te rna t iona l  l aw  se t s  a  d i s t u rb i ng
preceden t  f o r  na t ion s  re s i s t i ng  f u l l
deco lon i sa t i on .  

S im i la r l y ,  one  wou ld  a l so  expec t  t he
Un i ted  S ta te s  t o  cons ide r  t ha t  t he  on l y
way  t he i r  mi l i ta r y  base  can  be  p laced
on  a  sound  l ega l  f oo t i ng  i s  by  pay i ng
ren t  t o  Maur i t i u s .  Th i s  wou ld  imp l y  t ha t
t he i r  acces s  t o  t he  Arch ipe lago  i s  based
upon  consen t  ra t he r  t han  co lon ia l i sm  -
t he  on l y  s u s ta i nab le  so l u t i on  f o r  a l l
pa r t i e s .  I n  add i t i on ,  a  pos s ib le  re t u r n  o f
Chagos s ian s  wou ld  be  en t i re l y  
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manageab le  f o r  t hem ,  as  s hown  by  t he
coex i s tence  o f  f o re ign  mi l i ta r y  base s
w i t h  c i v i l i an  commun i t i e s  i n  o the r  par t s
o f  t he  wor ld .

Thomas  Yaw  Voe t s  i s  a  gradua te  o f  t he  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  An twerp ,
who  ho ld s  a  mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  Law  (wi th  a  spec ia l i sa t i on  i n
Su s ta i nab le  Deve lopmen t  and  Globa l  Ju s t i ce )  and  ano the r
mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  I n te rna t iona l  Re la t ion s  and  Dip lomacy .  He
has  i n te rned  at  t he  Pe rmanen t  Repre sen ta t ion  o f  Be lg i um  t o  t he
Un i ted  Nat ion s  i n  Geneva  -  as s i s t i ng  t he  Be lg ian  de legat ion
du r i ng  t he  41 s t  se s s i on  o f  t he  Human  R igh t s  Counc i l ,  t he
I n te rna t iona l  Peace  I n fo rmat ion  Se r v i ce ,  and  i s  cu r ren t l y  do ing
a  t ra i neesh ip  wi th  Member  o f  t he  Eu ropean  Par l iamen t  Kath leen
Van  Brempt .

I n  add i t i on ,  he  a l so  wr i te s  f o r  t he  I n s t i t u te  f o r  a  Greate r  Eu rope
on  s ub jec t s  rang ing  f r om  deco lon i sa t i on  and  po l i t i ca l  brand ing
to  mu l t i l a te ra l i sm  and  Eu ropean  po l i t i c s .  
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T
I .  I n t roduc t ion  -  Why  i t  mat te r s
The  ac t  o f  deco lon i sa t i on  i n  i t s e l f  i s
qu i te  a  recen t  phenomenon ,  hav i ng
taken  d i f fe ren t  r h y t hms  and  s teps
depend ing  on  t he  f o rmer  co lon ia l
power .  Howeve r ,  t he re  i s  more  t o
deco lon i sa t i on  t han  t he  wi thd rawa l  o f
t he  co lon i se r  f r om  i t s  f o rmer  co lony ,  bu t
a  who le  comp lex ,  and  s l ow  proces s  o f
chang ing  menta l i t i e s .

I n  many  con tempora r y  schoo l s ,
deco lon i sa t i on  i s ,  de f i ned  by  t he
Cambr idge  Dic t iona ry ,  as  “ t he  proces s
i n  wh ich  a  coun t r y  t ha t  was  prev iou s l y  a
co lony  (=con t ro l l ed  by  ano the r  coun t r y )
becomes  po l i t i ca l l y  i ndependen t . ”  Ye t ,
a l t hough  phy s i ca l l y  absen t  f r om  t he i r
fo rmer  co lon ia l  s ta te s ,  some  f o rmer
co lon ia l  power s ,  mos t l y  Wes te rn
coun t r i e s ,  s t i l l  upho ld  t he i r  va l ue s  and
percep t ion s  as  un i ve r sa l  and ,  t o  some
ex ten t ,  t he  r i gh t  ones .  I n  fac t ,  many
Wes te rn  coun t r i e s  have  adopted  a
pate rna l i s t i c  behav iou r  t owards  t he
p re sen t  coun t r i e s  t hey  f o rmer l y  r u l ed ,
f r om  ques t i onab le  human i ta r ian  a id  t o
po l i t i ca l  (or  even  mi l i ta r y )  i n te r ven t ion ,
s upposed l y  i n  t he  name  o f  t he  younge r
s ta te s ’  i n te re s t s ,  mos t  f r om  t he  Globa l
Sou th .  

Know ing  t h i s ,  i t  i s  co r rec t  t o  as sume
tha t  Wes te rn  power s  have  a  s t rong
i n f l uence  on  how  o the r  coun t r i e s  end  up
bu i ld i ng  t he i r  i n s t i t u t i on s  and  de f i n i ng
the i r  l aws .  Va l ue s  re la ted  t o
democracy ,  l a i c i sm ,  human  r i gh t s ,  and ,
i n  par t i cu la r ,  f em in i sm ,  are  no
excep t ion .  I n  t h i s  s ho r t  paper ,  l e t  u s
con s ide r  how  t he  f em in i s t  i dea l  i s  i n
gene ra l  perce i ved  by  t he  Wes t  and  by
ce r ta i n  commun i t i e s  f r om  t he  Globa l
Sou th ,  how  t hey  d i f fe r ,  and  main l y ,  how
can  a l l  pos s ib le  “ ve r s i on s ”  o f  Fem in i sm
work  t oge the r  t o  ach ieve  t he i r  common
goa l  -  equa l i t y .  

I I .  Femin i sm  -  A  Colon ia l  Legacy?
“ . . .  wh i te  Wes te rn  f em in i sm  ex i s ted  i n
t he  asymmet r i ca l  b ina r y  o f  t he  secu la r
and  l i be ra ted  women  f r om  t he  ‘F i r s t
Wor ld ’  and  oppre s sed  women  f r om  t he  

‘Th i rd  Wor ld . ’ ”

I t  i s  impor tan t  t o  no te  t ha t  t h i s  ar t i c l e
has  no  i n ten t i on  t o  d im in i s h  t he  work
and  sac r i f i ce  o f  Wes te rn  s u f f rag i s t s  and
fem in i s t  groups ,  whose  ac t ion s  and
dete rm ina t ion  gave  u s  a  f r ee r  and
fa i re r  wor ld .  Rathe r  i t  h igh l igh t s  t he
i nco r rec tne s s  and  danger  o f  t r y i ng  t o
app l y  t he  Wes te rn  methods  o f  f em in i ne
emanc ipa t ion  t o  d i f fe ren t  soc ie t i e s  wi th
whom  Wes te rn  women  migh t  s ha re  l i t t l e
i n  common ,  i n  t e rms  o f  t he i r  s t r ugg le s
and  cha l l enges .  

Some  exper t s  on  t h i s  i s s ue  s ugges t  t ha t
t he  dominan t  Eu ropean/US -cen t r i c
ve r s i on s  o f  Fem in i sm ,  i n ten t i ona l l y  or
i nadve r ten t l y ,  have  rep l i ca ted ,
somehow ,  co lon ia l i s t  and  rac i s t
ideo log ie s .  
 
Howeve r ,  l e t  u s  check  t he  f o rma l  and
g loba l l y  accepted  de f i n i t i on  o f
Fem in i sm .  Fem in i sm  i s  gene ra l l y  de f i ned
as  a )  t he  advocacy  o f  women ' s  r i gh t s  on
the  bas i s  o f  t he  equa l i t y  o f  t he  sexe s ;  b )
t he  t heo r y  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l ,  economic ,
and  soc ia l  equa l i t y  o f  t he  sexe s ;  c )  t he
be l i e f  t ha t  men  and  women  s hou ld  have
equa l  r i gh t s  and  oppor t un i t i e s ;  d )  t he
doc t r i ne  advocat i ng  soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l ,
and  a l l  o the r  r i gh t s  o f  women  equa l  t o
t ho se  o f  men .  

A l t hough  t he se  seem  qu i te  gene ra l  and
“eas i l y ”  app l i cab le  t e rms ,  l e t  u s  br ie f l y
con s ide r  how  Wes te rn  f em in i s t s  t end  t o
iden t i f y  t hemse l ve s  wi th i n  t he  f em in i s t
concep t .  Wes te rn  Fem in i sm  advocate s  a
ma jo r  break  wi th  t he  t rad i t i ona l  va l ue s
o f  fam i l y  and  re l i g ion  where  a  woman  i s
no  l onge r  t he  hou sew i fe ,  mothe r ,  care
per son  o f  t he  hou seho ld  and  t he  fam i l y
wh i l s t  t he  man  i s  t he  pr i nc ipa l
b readw inne r ;  i t  a l so  re jec t s  t he
neces s i t y  o f  obed ience  t owards  he r
hu sband  and  he r  modes t y  wi th i n  soc ie t y ,
wh ich  i s  o f ten t imes  imposed  by
conse r va t i ve  and  re l i g iou s  au tho r i t i e s
and  i n s t i t u t i on s .  I n  fac t ,  i n  2013 ,  t h ree
re sea rche r s  f r om  I owa  Un i ve r s i t y  i n  t he
Un i ted  S ta te s  (US )  conc l uded  i n  a  



qua l i ta t i ve  s t udy  -  where  a l l  s ub jec t s
were  wh i te  men  who  i den t i f i ed
themse l ve s  as  athe i s t s  -  t ha t  peop le  who
do  no t  preach  any  re l i g ion  “ ( . . . )  agreed
men  and  women  are  more  s im i la r  t han
d i f f e ren t  and  at t r ibu ted  gender
d i f f e rences  pr imar i l y  t o  cu l t u ra l  and
soc ia l  i n f l uences .  ( . . . )  t hey  i den t i f i ed
gender  i nequa l i t y  as  a  prob lem  wi th i n
t he  U .S .  and  t h roughou t  t he  wor ld . ”
The re fo re ,  and  no t  s u rp r i s i ng l y ,  t he re  i s  a
d i rec t  re la t i on sh ip  between  t he
separa t ion  o f  t rad i t i ona l  va l ue s  and
teach i ng s  and  t he  growth  o f  women
emanc ipa t ion .

Howeve r ,  t he se  even t s  so  fa r  have  been
mos t l y  obse r ved  i n  Wes te rn ,  Chr i s t ian
coun t r i e s  f r om  t he  no r t he rn  hem i sphe re .
I n  some  case s ,  howeve r ,  we  wi l l  see  t ha t
a  soc ie t y ’ s  re l i g ion ,  f o r  examp le ,  i s  a  key
par t  o f  one ’ s  i den t i t y ,  i nc l ud i ng  women .
Moreove r ,  regard le s s  o f  t he se  peop le ’ s
op i n ion s  on  women ’ s  r i gh t s  i n  gene ra l ,
some  even  take  pr ide  i n  be ing  t he  main
care r  o f  a  ( t rad i t i ona l l y  perce i ved )
fam i l y  wh i l e  s tand ing  by  co re  f em in i s t
va l ue s .

h i s to r i ca l  l egacy  o f  wh i te  pat r ia rchy .  

I I I .  Var ian t s  o f  Femin i sm  -  Dr i v i ng  Away
F rom  t he  Weste rn  Exper ience
Today ,  i n  d i f fe ren t  par t s  o f  t he  wor ld ,
we  can  see  new  groups  de fend ing  t he
fem in i s t  doc t r i ne  wh i l e  tak i ng  i n to
accoun t  t he  spec i f i c  prob lems  ce r ta i n
fem in i ne  commun i t i e s  face .  Fo r
i n s tance ,  and  a l t hough  seen  as
con t rove r s ia l  by  some ,  t he re  are
te s t imon ie s  o f  t he  r i s e  o f  B lack
Fem in i sm ,  Arab  Fem in i sm ,  I nd igenou s
Fem in i sm ,  As ian  Amer ican  Fem in i sm ,
amongs t  o the r s .  The  d i v i s i on  between
the se  f em in i s t  groups  i s ,  i n  t he  end ,  a
doub le -edged  sword :  on  t he  one  hand ,
i t  f ocu se s  on  t he  s t r ugg le  o f  women
f rom  d i f fe ren t  e thn ic  backgrounds ;  on
the  o the r  hand ,  i t  can  be  seen  as
ano the r  t oo l  t o  promote  d i v i s i on
be tween  women ,  and  i n  some  case s ,  i t
can  even  p i t  t hem  aga in s t  each  o the r .

Neve r t he le s s ,  i t  wou ld  be
wi se  t o  at tempt  t o
unde r s tand  what  mot i va te s
t he i r  ex i s tence  and  what  s t i l l
needs  t o  be  tack led  by
ma in s t ream  f em in i s t
movemen t s ,  i n  orde r  t o
p romote  more  i n te r sec t ion
w i t h i n  t hemse l ve s .  Le t  u s
examine  t he  case s  o f  B lack
Fem in i sm  and  Arab  Fem in i sm .

Wes te rn  f em in i s t s  seem
to  wrong l y  perce i ve
oppre s s i on  ove r  women
as  someth i ng  o f  a
s i ngu la r  na tu re ,  and  f o r
t ha t  reason  may  t h i n k
t ha t  o the r  women  s hou ld
fo l l ow  t he  same  path  o f
Eu ropean  and  Amer ican
su f f rag i s t s .
Un fo r t una te l y ,  i t  i s  no t
t ha t  s imp le ,  name l y
becau se  women  around
the  wor ld  face  va r y i ng
obs tac le s  s uch  as  race ,
re l i g ion ,  sexua l i t y ,  

f i nanc ia l  s ta t u s ,  among  o the r s ,  wh ich
d i f f e r  depend ing  on  t he  soc ia l  no rms  and
expec ta t ion s .

I n  add i t i on ,  t o  t he  concept ion s  o f
Fem in i sm  i n  u se  i n  t he  Wes te rn  wor ld ,
t heo r ie s  o f  gender ,  womanhood  and
s i s te r hood ,  cou ld  mos t l y  be  l i n ked  t o  t he  

I V .  B lack  Femin i sm  -  Concern ing
Co lou r  and  Gender
Nowadays ,  i f  educa t ion  were  taken
se r iou s l y  wor ldw ide ,  i t  wou ld  no t  be
neces sa r y  t o  keep  h igh l igh t i ng  t he
i ndesc r ibab le  ho r ro r s  B lack  peop le
wen t  t h rough  du r i ng  cen t u r i e s  o f
co lon i sa t i on .  L i ke  i n  eve r y
oppre s sed  commun i t y ,  women  and
ch i ld ren  wou ld  be  t he  mos t  af fec ted
by  t h i s  s ub j uga t ion ,  and  i n  t he  case
o f  b lack  women ,  no t  on l y  wou ld  t hey
have  t o  endu re  t he  ha rd sh ip s  o f
s lave r y  i n  eve r y  pos s ib le  sen se ,  bu t
a l so  i n  mos t  par t ,  no rma l i se  t he
i nd i f f e rence  s hown  by  t he i r  wh i te
s i s te r s ,  who  l a te r  -  and  even  t oday   



coun t r i e s .  I n  t he  mos t  s imp l i s t i c  way ,
l i gh te r  s k i n  t one s  are  no t  on l y  more
pre fe r red  by  t he  dominan t  (wh i te )
popu la t i on ,  bu t  a l so  by  o the r  non -wh i te
e thn ic  mino r i t i e s  and  even  a
d i sc r im ina to r y  aspec t  between  b lack
peop le  t hemse l ve s .  Beau t y  s tandards  per
se ,  i n  gene ra l ,  are  s t i l l  ve r y  wh i te -dr i ven ,
l ead ing  b lack  women  -  and  o the r  peop le
o f  co lou r  -  t o  buy  produc t s  t ha t
a l l eged l y  make  t he i r  s k i n  l ook  l i gh te r
(wh ich  can  l ead  t o  se r i ou s  hea l t h  i s s ue s ) ,

wou ld  f ee l  en t i t l ed  t o  t each  non -wh i te
women  how  t hey  s hou ld  f i gh t  f o r  t he i r
r igh t s  “co r rec t l y . ”

Acco rd i ng  t o  Max  Pe te r son ,  B lack
Fem in i sm  has  t h ree  f ounda t iona l
p r i nc ip le s :  B lack  women ’ s  exper ience  o f
rac i sm ,  sex i sm ,  and  c la s s i sm  are
i n separab le ;  t he i r  needs  and
wor ldv iews  are  d i s t i nc t  f r om  t ho se  o f
B lack  men  and  wh i te  women ;  and  t he re
i s  no  con t rad ic t i on  between  t he
s t r ugg le  aga in s t  rac i sm ,  sex i sm ,  and  a l l
o t he r - i sms .  A l l  mus t  be  addre s sed
s imu l taneou s l y .  “Fo r  b lack  women  and
o the r  women  o f  co lou r ,  race  and
gender  are  i n separab le ,  and  b lack
fem in i s t s  re s i s t  a l l  movemen t s  t ha t
igno re  t h i s  rea l i t y . ”

B lack  and  wh i te  women ,  due  t o  t he
d i f f e ren t  hu rd le s  each  faced  t h roughou t
t ime  and  h i s to r y ,  have  ve r y  d i f fe ren t
concep t ion s  o f  s i s t e r hood ,  womanhood
and ,  t o  a  ce r ta i n  ex ten t ,  gender  and
sexua l i t y .  Fo r  i n s tance ,  t he  cu r ren t  -
and  perhaps  more  “woke ”  wave  o f
Fem in i sm ,  espec ia l l y  i n  t he  US ,  re fe r s  t o
gender  as  a  soc ia l  cons t r uc t i on ,  and  f o r
t ha t  reason  s hou ld  be  f ough t  aga in s t  i n
o rde r  t o  f r ee  women  and  o the r  sexua l
m ino r i t i e s ,  an  argumen t  t ha t  has  been
u sed  by  many  Wes te rn/wh i te  f em in i s t s .
B lack  women ,  on  t he  o the r  hand ,  and  i n
gene ra l ,  seem  t o  take  grea t  pr ide  i n
t he i r  gender ,  mos t l y  due  t o  what  i t
means  i n  a  h i s to r i ca l  and  human
con tex t  -  t he  s t reng th  and  re s i l i ence
the i r  (grea t )  grandmothe r s  pos se s sed  t o
s u r v i ve  s uch  an  oppre s s i ve  and  rac i s t
s y s tem  and  s t i l l  be  ab le  t o  f i gh t  aga in s t
i t .  

Un fo r t una te l y ,  howeve r ,  t he re  i s  s t i l l  a
lo t  t o  be  done  and  imp roved  wi th i n  t he
fem in i ne  B lack  commun i t y  i t s e l f .  Fo r
i n s tance ,  desp i te  or ig i na t i ng  f r om  t he
wh i te  co lon ia l  per spec t i ve ,  t he  i s s ue  o f
co lou r i sm  s t i l l  pose s  a  b ig  obs tac le  t o  a
comp le te  and  f i rm  un i t y  among  B lack
women ,  i f  no t  t he  who le  B lack
commun i t y  i t s e l f  l i v i ng  i n  wh i te -majo r i t y

s t ra igh ten  t he i r  ha i r ,  or  o the rw i se  adopt
a  more  “ soc ia l l y  acceptab le ”
appearance ,  i n  o the r  words ,  a  more
wh i te - i s h  appearance  so  t hey  wi l l  no t  be
too  marg ina l i zed .

B lacknes s  was  (and  somet imes  s t i l l  i s )
as soc ia ted  wi th  ug l i ne s s  and  s i n ,  bu t
today ,  groups  o f  women  ce leb ra te  t he i r
da rke r  compos i t i on ,  and  encou rage  t he
younge r  gene ra t ion s  no t  t o  be  af ra id  o f
look i ng  d i f fe ren t ,  bu t  t o  embrace  t ha t
d i f f e rence ,  hope fu l l y  l ead ing  t hem  t o
connec t  t o  t he i r  roo t s  and  commun i t y .
B lack  Fem in i sm  i s ,  perhaps ,  t he  c r y  o f
v i c to r y  o f  t he  daugh te r s  o f  t ho se  who
su f fe red ,  endu red  and  revo l ted
th roughou t  cen t u r i e s  o f  wh i te  oppre s s i on ,
so  t ha t  one  day  t he i r  ch i ld ren  wou ld
have  t he  chance  t o  be  born  f r ee .

"Black Feminism has three

foundational principles: Black

women’s experience of

racism, sexism, and classism

are inseparable; their needs

and worldviews are distinct

from those of Black men and

white women."



V .  Arab  Femin i sm  -  A  Mat te r  o f
I s lamophob ia
On  t he  1 1 t h  o f  Sep tember  2001 ,  t he
wor ld  en te red  a  new  parad igm  t ha t
wou ld  f o reve r  change  t he  l i ve s  o f
peop le  i n  t he  Arab  and  Mus l im  wor ld ,  as
we l l  as  t he  l en se s  t h rough  wh ich  t he
Wes t  perce i ved  t hem  and  t he i r
cu l t u re/ va l ue s .  More  t han  t he  wh i te
Ch r i s t ian  pat r ia rchy  known  i n  t he  Wes t ,
a  new  “enemy ”  o f  women ’ s  r i gh t s  and
emanc ipa t ion  a l l eged l y  was  emerg i ng  -
I s l am .

A l t hough  t he  ho r rendou s  at tack s
f requen t l y  i n  t he  news  are  perpe t ra ted
by  rad ica l  organ i sa t i on s ,  s uch  as  t he
Ta l iban ,  A l -Qaeda ,  Daesh/ I S I S ,  Boko
Haram ,  and  o the r  groups ,  t he  Wes t
rap id l y  as sumed  t ha t  t he i r  s ha red  fa i t h ,
I s l am ,  was  an  ex i s ten t ia l  t h rea t  i n  need
o f  t hwar t i ng ,  and  no t  t he  even t s  t ha t
t r igge red  t he  rad ica l i sa t i on  i t s e l f .  As  a
re su l t ,  t he  growth  o f  I s l amophob ia  i n
seve ra l  Wes te rn  soc ie t i e s  reached  i t s
peak ,  and  s uch  negat i ve  -  and  i gno ran t
-  sen t imen t  t owards  Mus l ims  no t  on l y
ga ined  vo te s  f o r  conse r va t i ve  (and
Eu ro scep t i c )  po l i t i ca l  bod ie s ,  bu t  i n
many  i n s tances ,  a l so  c louded  t he
j udgemen t  o f  f em in i s t  i n s t i t u t i on s .

I n  2012 ,  Md .  Mahmudu l  Hasan ,  As soc ia te
P ro fe s so r  at  t he  I n te rna t iona l  I s l am ic
Un i ve r s i t y  i n  Malay s ia ,  s ta ted  t ha t  “one
impor tan t  f ea t u re  o f  I s l amophob ia  i s  t o
ca r i ca t u r i se  I s l am  as  mi sogyn i s t i c  and
oppre s s i ve  t o  women  and  t h u s  t o
advance  imper ia l i s t  hegemony .  Th i s
“gendered  I s l amophob ia ”  s t igmat i se s
t he  re l i g ion  even  t hough ,  compared  t o
o the r  wor ld  re l i g ion s ,  i t s  t r ea tmen t  o f
women  i s  arguab l y  pre fe rab le  and  more
en l igh tened .  Hi s to r i ca l l y ,  one
t reasonou s  u se  o f  f em in i sm  has  been  t o
m i sapprop r ia te  i t  i n  orde r  t o  se r ve
co lon ia l  i n te re s t s  and  s uppor t
imper ia l i s t  war s  o f  occupat ion  t ha t
rep re s s  s ub j uga ted  peop le  i nc l ud i ng
women  and  ch i ld ren .  Th i s  ar t i c l e  argues  

t ha t  i gno rance  abou t ,  and  pre j ud ice
aga in s t ,  I s l am  con t r ibu te  t o  por t ray i ng
i t  as  a  mi sogyn i s t i c  c reed .  Wrong
no t ion s  o f  I s l am  l ead  many  f em in i s t s  i n
Mus l im  soc ie t i e s  t o  den ig ra te  I s l am ic
teach i ng s  and  bor row  Wes te rn  i deas  t o
advance  women ’ s  cau se s . ”

F rom  he re  we  can  unde r s tand  t ha t
Wes te rn  Fem in i sm  wou ld  deem  I s l am  as
oppre s s i ve ,  as  we l l  as  eve r y t h i ng
re la ted  t o  t h i s  Abrahamic  re l i g ion ,
name l y  t he  a l l eged  dre s s  code  o f
Mus l im  women .  Due  t o  s uch  percep t ion s ,
many  wes te rn  s ta te s  kep t  s uppor t i ng
m i l i ta r y  opera t ion s  i n  ce r ta i n  coun t r i e s
i n  t he  Midd le  Eas t ,  be ing  t he  mos t
known  even t s  t he  war s  i n  t he
des tab i l i s ed  s ta te s  o f  A fghan i s tan  and
Sy r ia .  I n  t he  end ,  women ’ s  r i gh t s  d id  no t
s ub s tan t ia l l y  imp rove  i n  seve ra l  par t s  o f
t he  reg ion  -  espec ia l l y  wi th  t he
p re sence  o f  rad ica l  groups  i n  va r iou s
f ron t s  -  and  as  f o r  Mus l im  women  l i v i ng
i n  wes te rn  Jew i sh -Chr i s t ian  coun t r i e s ,
t he i r  l i ve s  d id  no t  become  any  eas ie r ,
espec ia l l y  i f  t hey ’d  choose  t o  keep
dre s s i ng  accord i ng  t o  t he i r  be l i e f s .

A l t hough  t he  f em in i s t  movemen t  was
supposed  t o  br i ng  a l l  women  t oge the r ,
t he  fac t  i s  t ha t  Mus l im  women  are  be ing
marg ina l i sed  by  t he i r  own  peer s .  The
u se  o f  t he  h i jab  or  even  t he  more
“prob lemat i c ”  bu rka ,  chas t i t y  un t i l
mar r iage ,  and  obse r vance  o f  o the r
va l ue s  l abe l l ed  as  conse r va t i ve  and
oppre s s i ve ,  seems  t o  an tagon i se  some  



groups  o f  so -ca l l ed  f em in i s t s  i n  t he
Wes t ,  who  be l i e ve  you  canno t  endor se
women ’ s  r i gh t s  and  s imu l taneou s l y  f o l l ow
a  se t  o f  re l i g iou s  r u l e s .

F rom  t he se  i n te rna l i sed  mi sconcep t ion s
imposed  by  wh i te  f em in i s t s ,  Arab
Femin i sm  was  born ,  and  a l t hough  i t  s t i l l
needs  t o  become  de  fac to  mate r ia l i sed
and  recogn i sed  i n  t he  Arab  wor ld  i n
gene ra l ,  soc ia l  med ia  i s  he lp i ng  t o
p rov ide  f em in i s t s  wi th  a  range  o f
p la t fo rms  t o  commun ica te  and  expre s s
t hemse l ve s .

Neve r t he le s s ,  Fem in i sm ,  as  a  movemen t
and  concept/ i dea ,  “ ra i se s  a  grea t  dea l
o f  up roa r  and  ongo ing  debate  on  soc ia l
med ia  among  t ho se  who  t h i n k  t ha t
fem in i sm  has  i t s  r i gh t  i s s ue s  on  t he  one
hand  and  t ho se  who  accu se  i t  o f  be ing
a  mere  ‘Fo re ign ’  i dea  t ha t  i s  impor ted
i n to  t he  Arab  wor ld ,  and  an
unen l igh tened  at tempt  t o  i n te rp re t  t he
fem in i s t  exper ience  i n  t he  advanced
l ibe ra l  coun t r i e s ,  on  t he  o the r . ”  

by  l oca l  women ,  and  f i nd  v iab le
so l u t i on s  t ha t  wi l l  no t  pose  a  c la sh  o f
va l ue s  t oo  grea t  wi th i n  t he i r  soc ie t y ,  a
log ic  t ha t  un fo r t una te l y  many  Wes te rn
fem in i s t s  seem  unab le  t o  grasp  or  even
t r y  t o  unde r s tand .

I n  conc l u s i on ,  s im i la r l y  t o  b lack
fem in i s t s ,  who  get  t he i r  s t reng th  and
pr ide  f r om  t he i r  s k i n  co lou r  and
womanhood ,  Arab  f em in i s t s  (and
Mus l ims  ove ra l l )  seem  t o  upho ld  t he
I s lam ic  t each i ng s  i n  a  way  t hey  can  be
channe l l ed  t o  promote  j u s t i ce  f o r
women  and  re spec t  f o r  t he i r  r i gh t s  as
human  equa l s .

V I .  Per sona l  Exper iences  and
Per spec t i ve s
A l t hough  we  now  migh t  have  a  gene ra l
pe r spec t i ve  o f  t he  impac t s  o f  t he
Wes te rn  per spec t i ve  on  Fem in i sm  i n
non -Wes te rn  coun t r i e s ,  as  we l l  as  how  i t
i s  par t  o f  t he  co lon ia l i s t  l egacy ,  we
shou ld  a l so  t r y  t o  unde r s tand  how  t he se
impac t s  d i rec t l y  af fec t  t he  l i ve s  o f
women  f r om  non -Wes te rn/wh i te
backg rounds .

Th rough  an  on l i ne  (and  i n fo rma l )  s u r vey ,
I  was  ab le  t o  co l l ec t  t he  per sona l
op i n ion s  o f  t h i r t een  women  abou t  t he
impor tance  o f  deco lon i s i ng  t he
though t s  o f  Fem in i sm  i n  t he  Wes t .  Out  o f
t he  t h i r t een  women ,  e igh t  i den t i f i ed
themse l ve s  as  f em in i s t s ,  wh i l s t  t he  o the r
f i ve  i nd ica ted  t ha t  t hey  are  s t i l l  do ing
the i r  re sea rch  on  t he  t op ic .  Mos t  o f  t he
peop le  who  answered  i den t i f i ed
themse l ve s  as  mixed  race ,  f o l l owed  by
b lack  and  Hi span ic ,  and  t hey  l i ve  -  or
were  recen t l y  l i v i ng  -  i n
Eu ropean/Wes te rn  coun t r i e s .

When  asked  i f  when  l i v i ng  i n  a
Eu ropean  coun t r y  t hey  had  been
t rea ted  d i f fe ren t l y  i n  a  negat i ve  way
by  t he i r  coun te rpa r t s ,  mos t  answered
“No ” ,  and  as  f o r  t ho se  who  answered
“Yes ” ,  on l y  two  o f  t hem  s ha red  t ha t  t hey

"Arab feminists (and Muslim,

overall) seem to uphold the

Islamic teachings in a way

they can be channelled to

promote justice for women

and the respect for their

rights as human equals."
Fo r  t h i s  reason ,  and  as  expre s sed  i n
Hasan ’ s  work ,  f em in i s t  scho la r s  i n
Mus l im  soc ie t i e s ,  f o r  i n s tance ,  s hou ld
i n s i s t  on  “a  f em in i sm  t ha t  i s  i nd igenou s ”
and  i n te rp re t  or  re i n te rp re t  t he  Quran
and  P rophe t i c  t rad i t i on s  t h rough  t he
len se s  o f  gender  j u s t i ce .  The  pro -
f em in i ne  emanc ipa t ion  movemen t s  mus t
be  f u l l y  aware  o f  t he  s t r ugg le s  faced  



s u spec ted  t hey  had  been  t r ea ted  i n  a
d i f fe ren t  way  due  t o  t he i r  sexua l i t y .  
 Howeve r ,  ano the r  peer  s ha red  t ha t  a
“d i sp ropor t i ona l  amoun t  o f  at ten t i on
was  g i ven  t o  my  op in ion  t han  t o  t ha t  o f
o the r  par t i c ipan t s  who  d id  no t  be long
to  an  e thn ic  mino r i t y .  I  f e l t  as  i f  I  had
much  more  ‘power ’  when  convey i ng  my
op in ion  t han  o the r  wh i te  women  f o r
i n s tance . ”  

Mos t  o f  t he  par t i c ipan t s  agreed  t ha t
t he re  are  c la she s  between  t he  d i f fe ren t
fem in i s t  va r ian t s ,  s uch  as  B lack
Fem in i sm  and  Arab  Fem in i sm  ment ioned
above ,  wi th  on l y  one  “No ”  and  t h ree
“Not  s u re . ”  F rom  t he  t h i r t een  peop le
who  answered  t he  s u r vey ,  seven  s ha red
the i r  t hough t s  abou t  t he se  c la she s ,  t he i r
ex i s tence  and  what  t r i gge r s  t hem .  Many
h igh l igh ted  t he  d i f fe ren t  i s s ue s  t ha t
wh i te  and  non -wh i te  women  face  and
how  t he  f i r s t  group  t ends  t o  behave
towards  t he  second ,  po in t i ng  t ha t
“wh i te  main s t ream  f em in i sm  t ends  t o  be
more  l i be ra l ,  and  wh i te  women
advoca te  f o r  more  equa l i t y  i n  t he
co rpo ra te  wor ld  and  po l i t i ca l  e l i t e .  Th i s
i s  no t  t o  say  a l l  wh i te  f em in i s t s  ac t  or
advoca te  f o r  t he se  same  goa l s .  B lack
women  s t i l l  have  a  l ong  f i gh t  t o  reach
equa l i t y  i n  my  op in ion . ”  Cons ide r i ng
mos t  s ha red  t h i s  op in ion ,  i t  wou ld  be
easy  t o  as sume  t ha t  “wh i te  f em in i sm  i s
no t  i n te r sec t iona l  enough ” ,  wh ich  i n
o t he r  words  means  t ha t  t o  some  ex ten t ,
Wes te rn  f em in i s t s  do  no t  make  t he
e f fo r t  t o  unde r s tand  or  even
“accommodate ”  t he  needs  and  op in ion s
o f  t he i r  non -wh i te  s i s t e r s .

The re  was ,  howeve r ,  one  par t i c ipan t
who  cons ide red  t ha t  “ t he re  i s  no
wh i te/b lack/as ian  f em in i sm .  The re  i s
on l y  f em in i sm ,  t h i s  t endency  wh ich
p reva i l s  i n  Eu rope  o f  be ing  ove r  t he  t op
apo loge t i c  t owards  e thn ic  mino r i t i e s  i s ,
i n  my  op in ion ,  absu rd  se r v i ng  on l y  t o
f u r t he r  emphas i se  a  d i v ide  amongs t
peop le  i n s tead  o f  un i t y  as  f em in i sm  

s hou ld  be .  The  main  po in t  o f  d i spa r i t y  i s
an  economic  one ,  no t  a  rac ia l  one .  Le t
t h i s  rac ia l  speech  end ,  t h i s  i s  no t
he lp f u l  t o  anyone .  And  i t  s hou ld  no t  be
the  f ocu s  o f  any  movemen t . ”

F i na l l y ,  when  asked  what  cou ld  be
improved  on  t he  wh i te/Wes te rn  par t ,
mos t  o f  t he  par t i c ipan t s  dec la red  t ha t
Wes te rn  Fem in i sm  needs  more
i n te r sec t iona l i t y  -  i t  needs  t o  become  a
wide r  and  sa fe r  space  f o r  women  who
do  no t  s ha re  t he  same  h i s to r i ca l ,
cu l t u ra l  and  f i nanc ia l  backgrounds ,  t he
same  re l i g iou s  be l i e f s  (or  absence  o f
t hem ) ,  or  even  sexua l  or ien ta t ion  as
tho se  cons ide red  “no rma l ”  or  even
“accepted ”  by  t he  Wes t .  I n  add i t i on ,
and  on  a  ve r y  impor tan t  no te ,  i t  was
h igh l igh ted  t ha t  easy  and  d i rec t
commun ica t ion ,  i n  t he  end ,  i s  t he  key :
“co l labo ra te  wi th  f em in i s t s  f r om  o the r
par t s  o f  t he  wor ld .  Don ’ t  make
as s umpt ion s  abou t  what  women  i n  o the r
par t s  o f  t he  wor ld  need  or  s hou ld  need .
Drop  t he  sav iou r  comp lex . ”

V I I .  Conc lu s ion
A l t hough  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f  Fem in i sm
i t se l f  i s  s upposed  t o  aggregate  t he
g loba l  s t r ugg le  o f  women  f o r  t he i r
r igh t s ,  f o r  t oo  l ong  we  have  l e t  i t  be
mos t l y  t he  re f l ec t i on  o f  t he  wh i te
fem in i s t ’ s  s t r ugg le s  and  ach ievemen t s .
The  i dea  t ha t  t he re  i s  on l y  one  co r rec t
way  t o  f i gh t  f o r  women ' s  emanc ipa t ion
i s  wrong  and  dangerou s ,  and  i n  some
case s ,  i t  cou ld  l ead  some  soc ie t i e s  t o
become  even  more  adve r se  t o  f em in i s t
i deas ,  even  i f  t he se  wou ld  be  adapted
to  t he  t r ue  needs  o f  women  o f  t ho se
commun i t i e s .  As  s ta ted  i n  t he  f i na l  par t
o f  t h i s  work ,  Wes te rn/Whi te  Fem in i sm
needs  t o  become  more  i n te r sec t iona l
and  s hu t  down  i t s  wh i te  sav iou r
comp lex ,  and  t he re fo re  s top  be ing
“pate rna l i s t i c ”  by  as sum ing  t ha t  non -
Wes te rn  women ,  who  even  migh t  l i ve  i n
coun t r i e s  where  t he i r  r i gh t s  have  no t
been  secu red  ye t ,  canno t  s tand  f o r  



Abou t  t he  Au tho r

With  a  BA  i n  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience  and
In te rna t iona l  Re la t ion s ,  a  Pos t -gradua te
degree  i n  S t ra teg ic  and  Secu r i t y
S t ud ie s ,  I nê s  Raque l  recen t l y  gradua ted
f rom  a  Po l i t i ca l  Ana l y s i s  and  Pub l i c
Po l i c y  (MA )  program .

Her  main  f i e ld s  o f  i n te re s t  i nc l ude
Geopo l i t i c s ,  Migra t ion ,  and  Human
R igh t s ,  wi th  a  spec ia l  f ocu s  on  Women ' s
R igh t s  and  Educa t ion ,  main l y  conce rn i ng
the  reg ion s  o f  Eu ra s ia ,  t he  Midd le  Eas t ,
and  Eas t  and  Sou th  As ia ,  a l t hough  s he

t hemse l ve s  and  move  t oge the r  i n  orde r  t o  at ta i n  t he i r  dese r ved  r i gh t s  and  equa l i t y .
F i na l l y ,  I  s ha l l  br ie f l y  re fe r  t o  t he  main  l im i ta t i on  t o  t h i s  ar t i c l e :  t he  l ack  o f
par t i c ipa t ion  and  i n vo l vemen t  f r om  more  women  -  or  peop le  who  i den t i f y  t hemse l ve s
a s  s uch  -  t o  expre s s  t he i r  v iews  and  g i ve  t he i r  op in ion s  on  t h i s  t op ic .  Pe rhaps  t he
ma in  reason s  f o r  t he  ment ioned  prob lem  cou ld  be  t ha t  a )  e i t he r  many  do  no t  see ,  or
neve r  t hough t  abou t ,  t he  co lon ia l i s t  l egacy  i n  t he  f em in i s t  i dea l s ,  or  b )  t ha t  t hey
be l i e ve  t ha t  t o  d i v ide  Fem in i sm  accord i ng  t o  peop le ’ s  race ,  re l i g ion ,  sexua l i t y ,  e tc . ,
as  i t  cou ld  con t r ibu te  more  t o  t he  d i s tanc i ng  between  women  f r om  d i f fe ren t  soc ia l
rea l i t i e s .  

I n  t he  end ,  t he  impac t s  o f  t he  proces se s  o f  co lon i sa t i on  and  deco lon i sa t i on  re s u l t  i n
a  ha rd ,  comp lex ,  and  mos t  o f  t he  t ime ,  uncomfo r tab le  t op ic  t o  d i scu s s ,  bu t  i t s
impor tance  i s  unden iab le .  One  s hou ld  no t  expec t  t ha t  t he  wor ld ,  name l y  t he
commun i t i e s  f r om  t he  Globa l  Sou th ,  t o  f o rge t  and  eas i l y  ove rcome  a  s y s tem  t ha t
endu red  f o r  cen t u r i e s  i n  a  mat te r  o f  decades .

Ed i to r ' s  Note :  As  expre s sed  by  t he  au tho r ,  a  c r i t i ca l  componen t  o f  t h i s  p iece  i nc l udes
quan t i ta t i ve  re sea rch  t o  bet te r  unde r s tand  t h i s  t op ic .   I n i t i a l l y ,  Ms .  Raque l  i nc l uded  an
append i x  when  s he  s ubm i t ted  he r  paper  wh ich  h igh l igh ted  both  raw  and  prepared  data
gathe red  f r om  a  s u r vey  o f  he r  peer s ;  howeve r ,  ou r  ed i to r ia l  t eam  made  t he  t ough
dec i s i on  no t  t o  i nc l ude  t h i s  sec t ion  i n  t he  f i na l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  'Eu rope :Beyond '  i n  t he
i n te re s t  o f  l eng th  and  brev i t y .  With  t ha t  be ing  sa id ,  we  s t i l l  be l i e ve  t h i s  componen t  t o
be  an  i n teg ra l  par t  o f  Ms .  Raque l ' s  re sea rch  and  so  we  have  pub l i s hed  as  a  Web
Exc l u s i ve  at  h t tp s : //www . i n s t i t u teg rea te reu rope .com/eu rope -beyond .  We  s t rong l y
encou rage  reader s  t o  check  ou t  t h i s  amaz ing  re sea rch .   

neve r  mi s se s  an  oppor t un i t y  t o  l ea rn  more  abou t  o the r  reg ion s
o f  t he  wor ld .

Cur ren t l y ,  s he  i s  work i ng  as  a  t ran s la to r  and  news  wr i te r  at
t he  Po r t uguese  l anguage  depar tmen t  o f  Spu tn i k  News ,  i n
Moscow .  I n  t he  f u t u re ,  s he  i n tends  t o  e i t he r  pu r s ue  a  caree r  i n
Po l i t i ca l  Jou rna l i sm  or  i n   Academia  as  a  Po l i t i ca l  Researche r .



P H O T O  S E R I E S :  
P L A C E S  I N  T H E  S U N

Part I: Decolonialism in the West
Pho tograph :  Lau ra  Luc ian i ,  Bru s se l s ,  Be lg i um
Tex t :  Va len t i n  Lu tumbue ,  Bru s se l s ,  Be lg i um  

Bus t  o f  Genera l  Em i le  S to rms  on  de  Meeûs  Squa re ,  Bru s se l s ,  400  mete r s  away  f r om  t he
Eu ropean  Par l iamen t .  S to rms  l ed  t he  v io len t  armed  conques t  i n  Sou theas te rn  Congo  and
i s  i n famous  f o r  behead ing  L u s i nga  Lwangombe ,  one  o f  t he  many  war lo rd s  f i gh t i ng  ove r
t he  rema in s  o f  t he  L uba  Emp i re ,  i n  1 884 .  L u s i nga ’ s  s k u l l ,  a long  wi th  many  o the r  human
rema in s ,  was  brough t  back  t o  Be lg i um  by  S to rms ,  who  was  r umou red  t o  co l l ec t  t hem .  

L u s i nga ’ s  and  ano the r
r u l e r ’ s  (Mar i l ou )  s k u l l s
a re  s t i l l  at  t he  Roya l
I n s t i t u te  f o r  Natu ra l
Sc iences  i n  Bru s se l s ,
wh i l e  a  t h i rd  s k u l l ,
be long ing  t o  a  pr i nce
named  Mpampa ,  has
been  l o s t .  The  Be lg ian
gove rnmen t  has
commi t ted  t o  re t u r n  t he
rema in s  t o  A f r i ca ,  and
the  mun ic ipa l i t y  t o  take
down  S to rms ’  s ta t ue ,  ye t
Congo le se  are  s t i l l
wa i t i ng  f o r  any  ac t ion
to  be  taken .  I n  t he
mean t ime ,  S to rms ’  bus t
ha s  been  regu la r l y
cove red  i n  b lood - red
pa in t .



Part II: Exploring Post-Socialism through Post-
Colonialism 

Dav id  Save l i ev ,  Magn i togor sk ,  Rus s ia ,  December  26 ,  2020

“Magn i togo r s k  s tands  i n  a  f r ozen  was te land  ove r  t he  d i v id i ng  l i ne  between  t he
con t i nen t s  o f  Eu rope  and  As ia .  I t  was  bru ta l l y  se t t l ed  by  S ta l i n i s t  p lanne r s  t o
p roduce  s tee l  and  by  WWI I  around  ha l f  o f  t he  Sov ie t  tank s  came  ou t  o f  t he
s tee l  p lan t  you  can  see  i n  t he  pho to .  A f te r  t he  war ,  t he  s ta t ue  was
commi s s i oned  t o  commemora te  t he  Sov ie t  rea r  worke r s .  Due  t o  t he  p lan t ,  t he
c i t y ’ s  a i r  rema in s  one  o f  t he  mos t  po l l u ted  on  t he  p lane t .



Part III: I A Dialogue of the Second and Third
Worlds

Va len t i n  Lu tumbue ,  Moscow ,  Rus s ian  Federa t ion

“Moscow ’ s  Peop le ' s  F r i endsh ip  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ru s s ia  (Российский  университет
дружбы  народов )  was  es tab l i s hed  i n  1960 ,  at  t he  he igh t  o f  t he  deco lon i sa t i on
pe r iod .  The  nex t  year  i t  was  renamed  Pa t r i ce  L umumba  Un i ve r s i t y ,  t o  honou r  t he
recen t l y  murde red  Congo le se  i ndependence  he ro .  I t  re ta i ned  t he  name  un t i l
1992 .  A imed  pr imar i l y  at  s t uden t s  f r om  non -a l igned  coun t r i e s ,  t he  un i ve r s i t y
embod ied  t he  con t rad ic t i on s  o f  t he  Sov ie t  Un ion ’ s  (and  l a te r  Ru s s ia ’ s )  re la t i on
to  t he  Th i rd  Wor ld .  Fo r  l ong ,  i t  de  fac to  seg regated  f o re ign  s t uden t s ,
d i scou rag ing  wh i te  cand ida te s  f r om  app l y i ng ,  and  i t  was  cons ide red  t he
de fau l t  cho ice  o f  A f r i can  and  As ian  s t uden t s .  The  main  bu i ld i ng  con ta i n s  an
indoor  t rop ica l  garden ,  as  f o r  t he  s t uden t s  no t  t o  f ee l  nos ta lg ic .  I t  d id
none the le s s  t ra i n  sco re s  o f  eng inee r s ,  l awye r s ,  and  doc to r s  f r om  pu rpose f u l l y
unde reduca ted  f o rmer  co lon ie s  –  who  were  en thu s ia s t i ca l l y  l ook i ng  f o r  an
educa t ion .  

The  Peop le s ’  F r i endsh ip  Un i ve r s i t y  i s  s t i l l  Ru s s ia ’ s  mos t  d i ve r se  un i ve r s i t y  t oday ,
and  one  o f  i t s  bes t  eng inee r s ’  schoo l s .  I t s  numerou s  a l umn i  i nc l ude  Mahmoud
Abbas  and  A lexe i  Nava lny . "
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T
The re  i s  no th i ng  more  s tab le  t han
change ,  as  many  t u r n i ng  po in t s  i n  h i s to r y
have  proven .  Sudden l y ,  parad igms  t ha t
seemed  t o  be  g i ven  f o reve r ,  s ta r t
c r umb ing  wi th i n  a  s ho r t  t ime  span .
Howeve r ,  where  i s  mank i nd  chang ing  t o?
Th i s  book  i n t roduces  t he  reader  t o  t he
fa sc i na t i ng  concept  o f  evo l u t i ona ry
fo re ign  po l i c y ,  e labora t i ng  why  on l y
change  i s  neve r  chang ing  i t s e l f .   

I .  T rans i t i on  to  or  T rans fo rmat ion  o f
T ran s fo rmat ion  F rom  
A f te r  more  t han  one  and  ha l f  year s ,  i n
t he  midd le  o f  a  pandemic  t ha t  seems  t o
ho ld  t he  gr ip  o f  t he  g loba l  wor ld ,  t he
ques t i on  i s  s t i l l  pend ing :  what  wou ld  a
pos t -Cov id  wor ld  l ook  l i ke?  Th roughou t
h i s to r y ,  t he re  are  many  proponen t s ,  who
on  beha l f  o f  t he  sp i r i t  o f  En l igh tenmen t ,
c la imed ,  t he re  migh t  be  a  prede te rm ined
pu rpose  o f  h i s to r y .  P roponen t s  were  f o r
i n s tance  Immanue l  Kan t  c la im ing  t he
e te rna l  peace  o f  democra t i c  soc ie t i e s .
P r i nc ip le s  o f  “Pe rpe tua l  Peace :  A
Ph i l o soph ica l  Ske tch “  de f i n i ng  some
bas ic  human  r i gh t s  f ound  t he i r  way  i n to
t he  Char te r  o f  t he  Un i ted  Nat ion s  i n
1945 .  Acco rd i ng  t o  Kan t ,  t he  pu rpose  o f
wor ld  h i s to r y  s hou ld  be  e te rna l  peace
promoted  t h rough  t he  evo l u t i on  o f
repub l i can  s ta te s  and  cons t i t u t i on s  a l l
o ve r  t he  g lobe  (F r i ed r i ch ,  1947 ,  14 f . ) .
Othe r  t h i n ke r s  s uch  as  Kar l  Marx
p romoted  t he  i dea  o f  commun i sm  as  an
emanc ipa to r y  pro jec t  o f  an  a l l eged l y
more  equa l  soc ie t y  (Marx ,  1 848 ,  np ) .
Even t ua l l y ,  F ranc i s  Fukuyama  j o i n s

Hege l ' s  concept  o f  Wel tge i s t ,  c la im ing
“The  End  o f  Hi s to r y , ”  when  af te r  t he  end
o f  t he  Co ld  War ,  now  democracy  wou ld
be  es tab l i s hed  a l l  ove r  t he  g lobe
(Fukuyama ,  1992 ) .  Conve r se l y ,  i n  t he
book  “Wor ld  Order i ng , ”  sea rch i ng  f o r
t he  pu rpose  o f  h i s to r y ,  Emmanue l  Ad le r
sea rches  f o r  a  d i f fe ren t  k i nd  o f  answer .
The  concept  o f  cogn i t i ve  evo l u t i on  i n
i n te rna t iona l  re la t i on s  i s  bu i l t  on  what
Amer i can  pragmat i s t  ph i l o sophe r  Jo s iah
Royce  s ta ted  a l ready  i n  1 89 1 :  "As  a  fac t ,
howeve r ,  we  canno t  desc r ibe  t he
pe r fec t l y  organ i sed  charac te r  becau se
we  have  neve r  seen  i t  and  are  s ub jec t  i n
ou r  j udgmen t  o f  what  t ends  t oward  i t  t o
t he  v i c i s s i t udes  and  t he  acc iden t s  o f  ou r
age  and  ou r  na t ion .  Any  conc re te
accoun t  and  p ic t u re  o f  t he  i dea l  s ta te
tha t  we  may  at tempt  wi l l ,  t he re fo re ,
have  e lemen t s  o f  chaos  l e f t  i n  i t . "
(Royce ,  1 89 1 ,  p .  19 )  Based  on  t ha t ,
educa t ion i s t  Wi lhe lm  Di l t hey  argued  i n
t he  1920s ,  t ha t  prede f i n i ng  t he  goa l  o f
h i s to r y  as  f o rc i ng  mank i nd  i n to  t ha t
fo rm  wi thou t  re spec t  t o  h i s to r y  or
cu l t u re  wi l l  l ead  t o  revo l u t i on s ,  as  i t
m igh t  no t  co r re spond  t o  t he  wor ldv iew
o f  peop le .  (Di l t hey ,  1969 ,  36 f . )

I I .  F rom  Be ing  to  Becoming
“Wor ld  Order i ng ”  d i s t i ngu i s he s  f r om
othe r  book s  abou t  i n te rna t iona l  orde r s
t h rough  i t s  evo l u t i ona ry  approach .
Of ten  h i s to r i e s  o f  wor ld  orde r s  are
desc r ibed  as  chang ing  f r om  one  s tab le
s ta t u s  t o  ano the r  s tab le  s ta t u s ,  pas s i ng
th rough  a  ra t he r  rough  per iod  o f
t ran s i t i on .



"Wor ld  Order i ng "  bu i ld s  upon  t he  t h ree
pr i nc ip le s  o f  evo l u t i ona ry  mechan i sm  o f
va r ia t i on ,  se lec t ion  and  s tab i l i sa t i on
t h rough  background  know ledge .
Creat i ve  va r ia t i on  desc r ibe s  t he
mu l t i t udes  o f  opt ion s  a  soc ia l  orde r
m igh t  choose  f r om ,  tak i ng  f o r  i n s tance
the  cho ice  between  more  or  l e s s
democra t i c  par t i c ipa t ion .  Se lec t i ve
re ten t i on  dea l s  wi th  t he  proces s  o f
se lec t i ng  t he  opt ion ,  t ha t  appear s  t o
be  t he  mos t  s u i tab le  f o r  a  ce r ta i n
soc ia l  orde r  ( i b id .  p .  5 ) .  Even t ua l l y ,
he re  background  know ledge  comes  i n to
p lay ,  dete rm in i ng  t he  c r i te r ia  f o r
se lec t i ng  a  ce r ta i n  opt ion .  Commun i t i e s
a re  con f ron ted  wi th  a  ce r ta i n  soc ia l
env i ronmen t .  Th rough  t ho se
exper iences ,  ce r ta i n  soc ia l  orde r s
evo l ve  and  es tab l i s h ,  wh ich  seems  t o  be
mos t  f i t t i ng  t o  t he  commun i t y  as  i t s
env i ronmen t  ( i b id .  p .  24 ) .  Fo l l ow ing  t h i s
t ra jec to r y ,  t he  prac t i ce  o f  power  i s
en sh r i ned  i n to  what  Ad le r  de f i ne s  as
“ep i s tem ic  prac t i ca l  au tho r i t y . ”  Cer ta i n
ac to r s  get  empowered  t o  de f i ne  t he
c r i t e r ia  f o r  se lec t i ng  a  ce r ta i n  opt ion .
Thu s ,  “ep i s tem ic  prac t i ca l  au tho r i t y  i s
t he  comb ined  re s u l t  o f  both  t ypes  o f
soc ia l  power  and  i t s e l f  i s  a  cau se  o f
p rac t i ce s ’  se lec t ion  and  soc ia l  orde r s ’
evo l u t i on .  P rac t i ce s ’  ep i s tem ic
au tho r i t y  i s  emergen t  and  “earned ”  i n
p rac t i ce ”  ( i b id .  p .  27 ) .  On ly  t h rough  t he
p roces s  o f  per fo rm ing  power ,  t he
power f u l  get  empowered  t o  do  so  ( i b id .
p .  147 ) .  As  l ong  as  t ho se  prac t i ce s  are
accepted  as  l eg i t ima te  wi th i n  t he
g roup ,  t he  commun i t y  o f  prac t i ce  seems
to  be  i n  a  s tab le  s ta te .  Neve r t he le s s ,  as
soon  as  con te s ta t i on  abou t  t he
t rad i t i ona l ,  prev iou s  modes  o f
p rac t i ce s  s u r face ,  a  new  proces s  o f
c rea t i ve  va r ia t i on  i s  s ta r ted ,  requ i r i ng
a  new  proces s  o f  se lec t i ve  re ten t i on ,
chang ing  percep t ion s ,  expec ta t ion s ,
and  i den t i t i e s .  Consequen t l y ,  soc ia l
o rde r s  cou ld  be  conce i ved  as  dynamic
p roces se s  ra t he r  t han  s ta t i c  produc t s
o f  orde r  ( i b id .  p .  47 ) .  Tho se  changes
m igh t  be  i nduced  f r om  i n s ide  t h rough  

I n s tead ,  cogn i t i ve  evo l u t i ona ry  f o re ign
po l i c y  argues ,  t ha t  t he  on l y  s tab i l i t y  o f
o rde r  i s  t he  change  i t s e l f ,  or  pu t  i n  o the r
words ,  soc ia l s  orde r s  are  i n  t he  proces s
o f  permanen t  change .  “Cogn i t i ve
evo l u t i on  t h u s  a ims  t o  exp la i n  where
soc ia l  orde r s ,  and  par t i cu la r l y
i n te rna t iona l  soc ia l  orde r s ,  come  f r om ;
how  and  why  t he  wor ld  i s  organ i sed  and
gove rned  around  ce r ta i n  con f igu ra t ion s
o f  prac t i ce s  ra t he r  t han  o the r s ;  how ,
when ,  and  why  t he se  con f igu ra t ion s
evo l ve  f r om  one  k i nd  t o  ano the r ;  and
how  a l l  t h i s  i s  re la ted  t o  co l l ec t i ve
lea rn i ng , ”  (Ad le r ,  2019 ,  p .  2 )  The  soc ia l
t heo r y  o f  cogn i t i ve  evo l u t i on  i s  based  on
j u s t  a  f ew  t heo re t i ca l  pr i nc ipa l s .  Be fo re
ge t t i ng  more  i n to  t he  deta i l s  o f  t h i s
concep t ,  conce i v i ng  t ha t  t he re  are
no rms ,  where  eve r y  prac t i ce  t o  be
no rmat i ve  ( i b id .  p .  5 ) ,  meanwh i l e ,  t he re
i s  no t  a  gene ra l  pu rpose ,  migh t  take
some  t ime  t o  re f l ec t .  Tho se  i deas  were
a l ready  d i scu s sed  i n  Anc ien t  Greece .  On
the  one  s ide ,  Ar i s to te le s  s uppor ted  a
te leo log ica l  concept ,  argu i ng ,
eve r y t h i ng  migh t  happen  f o r  a  h ighe r
reason ,  ye t ,  on l y  ach iev i ng  t he  “good
l i f e ”  t ha t  migh t  be  a  reason  by  i t s e l f .
Cont ra r y  t o  t ha t ,  Empedoc le s  argued  f o r
a  t e leonom ic  wor ldv iew ,  propos i ng ,  t ha t
t he re  migh t  be  no  pu rpose  at  a l l .  (T rem l ,
2002 ,  p .  653 )  Tak i ng  t he  proces s  o f  t he
Eu ropean  Un ion  migh t  prov ide  some
c la r i f i ca t ion ,  ask i ng  what  i s  t he
Eu ropean  Un ion  or  what  i s  i t  ough t  t o  be .
"A  majo r  charac te r i s t i c  o f  t he  Eu ropean
Un ion  (EU )  i s  i t s  evo l v i ng  or  t ran s i t i ona l
na t u re . ”  (Sa lmon ,  2003 ,  p .  2 )  Hav ing  a
look  back  i n to  t he  h i s to r y  o f  t he
Eu ropean  pro jec t ,  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion  o f
today  i s  d i f fe ren t  f r om  t he  pas t  or  t he
f u t u re .

I I I .  L i f e  i s  Learn ing
Dev ia t i ng  f r om  o the r  approaches ,  s uch
as  rea l i sm  or  i n s t i t u t i ona l i sm ,  cogn i t i ve
evo l u t i on  abs ta i n s  f r om  any  no rmat i ve
c la ims  or  l ook i ng  f r om  t he  per spec t i ve
o f  a  ce r ta i n  coun t r y  or  i n te rna t iona l
ac to r .  (Ad le r ,  2019 ,  p .  10 )



t he  re f l ec t i on  o f  i t s  ac to r s ,  ques t i on i ng  ce r ta i n  prac t i ce s .  Othe rw i se ,  new  ac to r s
s u r fac i ng  migh t  que ry  t he  prac t i ce s  o f  a  ce r ta i n  commun i t y  o f  prac t i ce .  Even t ua l l y ,
due  t o  new  ac to r s  or  unexpec ted  even t s ,  t he  env i ronmen t  o f  t he  commun i t y  migh t
change ,  requ i r i ng  new  concept s  o f  prac t i ce  t o  be  per fo rmed  ( i b id .  p .  1 85 - 1 89 ) .  The
graph ic  be low  g i ve s  an  ove r v iew  o f  t he  t heo re t i ca l  imp l i ca t ion s  o f  t h i s  approach .  

F igu re  1 :  Concept  o f  cogn i t i ve  evo l u t i on  (dep ic ted  by  t he  au tho r  af te r  Ad le r  2019 )

I V .  Eu ropean  I n teg ra t ion  as  Cogn i t i ve
Evo l u t i on
Th roughou t  t he  book ,  Ad le r  cove r s  a
wide  range  o f  t op ic s  f r om  ph i l o sophy
and  na tu ra l  sc iences  t o  i l l u s t ra te  h i s
concep t  o f  cogn i t i ve  evo l u t i on .  Tho se
concept s  are  app l i ed  a long  wi th  t h ree
sub jec t s  o f  Eu ropean  I n teg ra t ion ,  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  cybe r space  and  Amer ican
co rpo ra te  l aw .  Given  t he  f ocu s  o f  t he
I n s t i t u te  f o r  Greate r  Eu rope ,  a  f ocu s  wi l l
be  pu t  on  t he  evo l u t i ona ry  d imens ion  o f
Eu ropean  I n teg ra t ion .  “Above  a l l ,  Eu rope
i s  a  l ea rn i ng  proces s ,  and  o f  l a te ,
l ea rn i ng  t o  break  wi th  i t s  pas t ,  a  pas t  o f
re l ig iou s  t o ta l i ta r ian i sm  —“cu i u s  reg io ,
e i u s  re l i g io ”—  o f  mono l i ngua l
na t iona l i sm ,  o f  conques t ,  p l unde r ,
genoc ide ,  and  se l f -des t r uc t i on . ”
(The rbo rn ,  2002 ,  p .  15 )

Lea rn i ng  imp l i e s  change ,  as  t he re  i s  a
t ime  be fo re  and  t he re  i s  a  t ime  af te r  a
cer ta i n  l ea rn i ng  e f fec t  has  taken  p lace .
“ Lea rn i ng  i s  what  produces ,  he lp s
rep roduce ,  and  changes  t he  soc ia l -
s t r uc t u ra l  proces se s  t ha t  s u s ta i n  soc ia l
l i f e . ”  (Ad le r ,  2019 ,  p .  168 )  Lea rn i ng
desc r ibe s  a  proces s  o f  sen se -mak ing ,
g i v i ng  mean ing  as  f o rm ing  a  ce r ta i n
iden t i t y  as  par t  o f  a  par t i cu la r
commun i t y  ( i b id .  p .  1 1 3 ) .  “Soc ia l  orde r s
a re  t he re fo re  what  commun i t i e s  o f
p rac t i ce  have  l ea rned  t o  become . ”  ( i b id .
p .  1 23 )  Re fe r r i ng  t o  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion
and  i t s  i n teg ra t i ve  prac t i ce s ,  t he
Eu ropean  Un ion  does  no t  conce i ve  i t s e l f
a s  s imp l y  an  i n te rna t iona l  co rpo ra t ion ,
ye t ,  ra t he r  a  pro jec t  o f  common  i den t i t y
a s  va l ue s ,  per fo rm ing  and  de fend ing
mu tua l  so l ida r i t y .  ( i b id .  p .  145 )



o f  evo l u t i ona ry  proces se s ,  s ta t i ng  t ha t
any  concept  i n t roduced  i n to  soc ia l
sc ience  mus t  go  t h rough  t he  f eedback
loop  o f  human  cogn i t i on  ( i b id .  p .  82 ) .
Eve r y  prac t i ce  per fo rmed  by  a  human
be ing  i nc l udes  ce r ta i n  no rmat i ve
aspec t s ,  as  t he  consequences  impac t
t he  se l f  and  t he  commun i t y  ( i b id .  p .
300 ) .  A l ready  Char le s  Darw in  as  one  o f
t he  f ound i ng  fa t he r s  o f  evo l u t i ona ry
t heo r y  rem inds  u s  t ha t  a  mora l  be ing  i s
“capab le  o f  compar i ng  h i s  pas t  and
fu t u re  ac t ion s  or  mot i ve s  and  o f
approv i ng  or  d i sapprov i ng  o f  t hem ”
(Darw in ,  1 87 1 ,  p .  88 ) .  A f te r  a l l ,
Emmanue l  Ad le r  prov ide s  a  grea t
i n t roduc t ion  i n to  how  t o  t e l l  t he  s to r y
o f  mank i nd  t h rough  t ime .  Conc l ud i ng
“Wor ld  Order i ng ”  i s  a  grea t  i n v i ta t i on
fo r  l ea rn i ng  t h rough  h i s to r y ,  as  one  day
ou r  t ime  wi l l  be  h i s to r y  as  we l l .

Howeve r ,  be ing  par t  o f  t h i s  l ea rn i ng
commun i t y  o f  prac t i ce  ca l l ed  t he
Eu ropean  Un ion ,  requ i re s  t he  wi l l i ngnes s
o f  a l l  ac to r s  t o  j o i n  i n .  Th i s
iden t i f i ca t ion  can  no t  be  en fo rced ,  why
Eu ropean  t ran s fo rmat i ve  power  appear s
s t rong  i n  gu id i ng  and  s uppor t i ng
re fo rmer s ,  meanwh i l e  t he  power s  seem  t o
be  l im i ted  when  grapp l i ng  wi th  na t ion -
based  popu l i sm  t h r i v i ng .  ( i b id .  p .  149 )

V .  Hi s to ry  Reto ld  or  t he  Evo l u t i onary
Nar ra t i ve
Conc l ud i ng ,  t h i s  book  rev iew
“Evo l u t i ona ry  cons t r uc t i v i sm  see s  t he
wor ld  as  a  pro jec t  unde r  cons t r uc t i on  or
“becoming . ”  (Ad le r ,  2019 ,  p .  32 )
Becoming  re fe r s  t o  a  proces s ,  by  wh ich
the  end le s s  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  be ing  are
nar rowed  down  ( i b id .  p .  50 ) ,  l e t t i ng
va r iou s  commun i t i e s  o f  prac t i ce  evo l ve ,
wh ich  rep re sen t  t he  eve r -chang ing
soc ia l  orde r  o f  t he  wor ld  ( i b id .  p .  14 1 ) .
“Wor ld  Order i ng :  A  Soc ia l  Theo ry  o f
Cogn i t i ve  Evo l u t i on ”   opens  a  new
window  i n  t he  hou se  o f  i n te rna t iona l
re la t i on  t heo r ie s ,  obse r v i ng  h i s to r y  as  an
open -ended  and  unp red ic tab le  proces s .
Bes ide s  t h i s  i n nova t i ve  approach  t o  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  soc ia l  orde r s  t h rough
con s tan t  change ,  Emmanue l  Ad le r  o f fe r s
a  wide  range  o f  concept s  and  t heo r ie s
f rom  ph i l o sophy  and  na tu ra l  sc ience ,
i n v i t i ng  reader s  and  re sea rche r s  f o r  a
more  i n te rd i sc ip l i na r y  approach  i n  I R
s t ud ie s .  

Cr i t i c s  migh t  argue  t ha t  t he  ac to r s
t hemse l ve s ,  migh t  t h i s  be  coun t r i e s  or
i n te rna t iona l  ac to r s  are  mi s s i ng .  Othe r s
m igh t  as sume ,  t ha t  i n te rna t iona l
re la t i on s  requ i re  no rmat i ve  c la ims  or
ce r ta i n  pu rpose s  s uch  as  g loba l  anarchy
i n  rea l i sm  or  peace  t h rough
i n s t i t u t i ona l i sm .  Cons ide r i ng  t he  dark
chapte r  o f  Soc ia l  Darw in i sm  adopt i ng
evo l u t i ona ry  pr i nc ip le s  i n to  t he  wor ld  o f
soc ia l  sc iences  appear s  t o  be  t r i c k y .
Appea l i ng  t o  t ho se  c r i t i c s ,  Ad le r  argues ,
t ha t  evo l u t i on  has  no  pu rpose  i t s e l f ,  ye t ,
i t  i s  abou t  t he  human  mind  t o  make  sen se
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T H E  N O T I O N  O F  A F R I C A  A N D  T H E  E U R O P E A N
I D E N T I T Y  E V O L U T I O N  W I T H I N  E U  O F F I C I A L

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  F R O M  1 9 7 3  T O  T H E  N I N E T I E S

Achim Alan de Merlo

I .  The  S ta r t i ng  Po in t  o f  t he  Ana ly s i s
and  I t s  Contex t
A t  t he  Copenhagen  Eu ropean  Summi t
on  t he  14 t h  and  15 t h  o f  December
1973 ,  t he  Heads  o f  S ta te  or
Gove rnmen t s  o f  t he  n i ne  Eu ropean
Commun i t y  (EC )  Member  S ta te s  at  t ha t
t ime ,  af f i rmed  t he  concept  o f  a
“Eu ropean  i den t i t y ”  i n to  t he i r  common
fo re ign  re la t i on s .  I n  t he  f i r s t  par t  o f
t he  dec la ra t ion ,  “Eu ropean  i den t i t y ”  i s
based  on  a  common  he r i tage  and
c i v i l i sa t i ona l  h i s to r y  among  t he
member  s ta te s .  I n  t he  second  par t ,
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i s  re la ted  t o  i t s
re la t i on s  wi th  t he  ex te rna l  wor ld .  I t  i s
i n  t h i s  second  par t  t ha t  a  paragraph  i s
i nc l uded  c i t i ng  t he  h i s to r i ca l  l i n k
be tween  t he  member  s ta te s  and
A f r i ca .  Due  t o  t he  c i rcums tances  o f  t he
t ime ,  t h i s  was  qu i te  unde r s tandab le .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  F rance  was  no  l onge r  t he
on l y  majo r  f o rmer  co lon ia l i s t  member
i n  t he  EC  (a long  wi th  Be lg i um ,  I t a l y ,
t he  Nethe r lands ,  and  Germany ) ,  and
wi t h  t he  new  en t r y  o f  t he  Un i ted
K ingdom ,  t he  Eu ro -A f r i can  l i n k
con s ide rab l y  i nc reased .

Upon  t ha t ,  t he  need  t o  es tab l i s h  a
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  was  based  on  t he
ongo ing  c r i s i s  between  t he  EC  i t s e l f
and  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s  o f  Amer ica ,  as  a
fo l l ow  up  t o  t he  co l lapse  o f  t he  US
do l la r  and  t he  V ie tnam  War .  

A long  t h i s  l i ne ,  t he  Dec la ra t ion  o f
December  1973  was ,  a l so  a  pr imary
con sequence  o f  Henry  K i s s i nge r ’ s  ‘Year
o f  Eu rope ’  speech .  Second l y ,  t he  o i l
c r i s i s  o f  au tumn  1973 ,  as  a  re s u l t  o f  t he
Yom  K ippu r  con f l i c t ,  gave  a  f u r t he r  push
fo r  Eu ropean  l eader s  t o  pu r s ue  s uch
common  goa l s  and  d i s tanc i ng  t hemse l ve s
f rom  t he  US ,  as  we l l  as  a  na tu ra l
deve lopmen t  f r om  t he  Eu ropean  Po l i t i ca l
Coopera t ion  (EPC )  proces s  i n i t i a ted
w i t h i n  t he  EC  a l ready  i n  1970 .  

Dur i ng  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s tage  o f  t he  Seven t ie s ,
t he  i dea  o f  a  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  o f  t he
EC  was  a l so  based  on  a  pr i nc ip le  o f
re spon s ib i l i t y  t owards  t he  re s t  o f  t he
wor ld  and  t he  f o rmer  co lon ie s .  I t  mean t ,
i n  par t i cu la r ,  a  re spon s ib i l i t y  t owards
t he  coun t r i e s  o f  t he  Medi te r ranean ,
A f r i ca ,  and  t he  Midd le  Eas t .  Howeve r ,
t h i s  s hou ld  be  i n tended  as  par t  o f  an
ex te rna l  recogn i t i on  f ramework ,  and
shou ld  no t  be  con f u sed  wi th  a  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  or ig i na t i ng  wi th i n  Eu rope .

I I .  The  Janus -Face  o f  t he  Eu ropean
Iden t i t y  Concept
The  concept  o f  a  “Eu ropean  i den t i t y ”  as
an  i n s t r umen t  t o  conso l ida te  Eu rope ’ s
p lace  i n  t he  wor ld  was  de f i n i t e l y  a
reac t ion  t o  a  recogn i sed  weaknes s  o f
t he  EC  i n  t he  f ramework  o f  t he
i n te rna t iona l  con tex t  at  t he  t ime .
Neve r t he le s s ,  t h i s  aspec t  i s  j u s t  one  s ide
o f  t he  proces s  ana l y sed  he re .   



The  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  expre s sed  i n  t he
dec la ra t ion ,  as  ev idenced ,  i s  more
re la ted  t o  t he  EPC  proces s  i t s e l f  g i ven
tha t  A f r i ca  i s  ment ioned  i n  Par t  I I  o f  t he
dec la ra t ion ,  i n s tead  o f  be ing  c i ted  i n
Pa r t  I .  On  t he  o the r  hand ,  what
becomes  c lea r  l a te r  on  i s  t ha t  s i nce
1973  t he re  has  been  a  para l l e l  proces s
o f  s t reng then i ng  an  i n te rna l  weaknes s ,
wi th  t he  i n ten t  o f  “cons t r uc t i ng ”  a
Eu ropean  i n te rna l  i den t i t y .  Somehow ,  i n
o rde r  t o  f u r t he r  deve lop  Par t  I  o f  t he
dec la ra t ion  o f  1973 .  The re fo re ,  f r om  t he
Seven t ie s ,  two  l i ne s  o f  conceptua l
deve lopmen t  d i ve rge  t he  ex te rna l
Eu ropean  i den t i t y ,  as  par t  o f  t he  EPC
proces s ,  and  t he  i n te rna l  Eu ropean
iden t i t y ,  as  par t  o f  what  l a te r  became
in  t he  e igh t i e s  t he  concept  o f  a
“Eu ropean  c i t i zen sh ip . ”  Th i s  d i ve rgence
i s  a  k i nd  o f  Janu s - faced  d i scou r se  t o
opera t iona l i ze  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
i n te rna l l y  and  ex te rna l l y .  I n  t h i s  sen se ,
f o l l ow ing  s uch  s i t ua t ion s ,  t he  i n te re s t i ng
exe rc i se  rema in s  t o  i n ve s t iga te  a l so
how  t he  l i n k  wi th  A f r i ca  t ha t  was
exp re s sed  i n  t he  1973  Dec la ra t ion  has
been  cons ide red  i n  t he se  two
proces se s .  Th i s  i s  i n tended  a lway s
w i t h i n  t he  o f f i c ia l  documen ta t ion  by  t he
EC ,  and  l a te r  EU  i n s t i t u t i on s ,  dea l i ng
w i t h  both  ex te rna l  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
and  i n te rna l  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  a long
the  i n teg ra t ion  proces s .

a  prac t i ca l  bra i n s to rm ing  exe rc i se
fo l l ow ing  t he  a ims  expre s sed  by  t he
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  dec la ra t ion  ear l i e r .
A t  t he  t ime ,  t h i s  d i scou r se  f ocu sed  on
the  need  t o  as se r t  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i n
a l l  i n te rna t iona l  po l i t i ca l  d i scu s s i on s
and  coord i na te  s uch  e f fo r t s .  Main
ta rge t s  i n  1975  i nc l uded  t he  Un i ted
S ta te s ,  as  we l l  as  o the r  coun t r i e s  s uch
as  Ch ina ,  Canada  and  Japan ,  wh ich  had
shown  s ympathy  f o r  Eu ropean
in teg ra t ion .  I n  t h i s  regard ,  t he
T i ndemans  repo r t  seems  t o  rep l y  more
to  an  i n te rna l  c r i s i s .  Th i s  was  expre s sed
par t i cu la r l y  by  t he  sen tence  wi th i n  t he
repo r t  s ta t i ng  “The  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
w i l l  no t  be  accepted  by  t he  ou t s ide
wor ld  so  l ong  as  t he  Eu ropean  S ta te s
appear  somet imes  un i ted ,  somet imes
d i s un i ted . ”  

I n  t he  con tex t  o f  t h i s  c r i s i s  and  t he
need  o f  s t reng then i ng  t he  Eu ropean
iden t i t y ,  t he  T i ndemans  repo r t  makes  no
men t ion  o f  A f r i ca .  Neve r t he le s s ,  t he
A f r i can  con t i nen t  was  addre s sed
spec i f i ca l l y  i n  a  s ta temen t ,  l a te r  i n
1976 ,  abou t  condemn ing  t he  apar t he id
s i t ua t ion  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca .  

Here ,  t he  n i ne -member  s ta te s  f i na l l y
re i te ra ted  ob l iga t ion s  i n  Par t  I I  o f  t he
1973  Dec la ra t ion  wh ich  engaged  t hem
to  co -opera te ,  bu t  on l y  “as  fa r  as  t he
A f r i can  S ta te s  wi sh  t hem  t o  do  so . ”
Moreove r ,  t he  EC  agreed  t hey  s hou ld
a l so  re spec t  t he  i ndependence  o f  a l l
A f r i can  S ta te s ,  and  t he i r  r i gh t  t o
de te rm ine  t he i r  na t iona l  po l i c y
i ndependen t l y  and  wi thou t  f o re ign
i n te r fe rence ,  t he re fo re  re jec t i ng  any
ac t ion  by  any  Eu ropean  S ta te  a imed  at
se t t i ng  up  a  sphe re  o f  i n f l uence  i n
A f r i ca .  The se  are  a l so  t he  year s  when
Po r t uga l  (even  as  a  non  a  member
s ta te ) ,  du r i ng  t he  Carna t ion  Revo l u t i on ,
d i sengaged  f r om  i t s  co lon ie s ,  c rea t i ng
a  d i f f i c u l t  s i t ua t ion  o f  “ sanc t ua r i sa t i on ”
wi th i n  t he  b ipo la r  wor ld .  I n  compar i son
w i t h  t he  prev iou s  dec la ra t ion
men t ion i ng  a  re spon s ib i l i t y  o f  

I I I .  The  Ex te rna l  Eu ropean  I den t i t y  and
Af r i ca
One  o f  t he  immed ia te  f u r t he r  s teps  i n
deve lop i ng  an  ex te rna l  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  t ha t  t he  EC  has  unde r taken
s i nce  1973  has  been  t he  “T i ndemans
Repor t ”  o f  1975 .  Th i s  can  be  cons ide red  



engagemen t  i n  1973 ,  i t  i s  pos s ib le  t o
no t i ce  t ha t  t he re  i s ,  i n  t h i s  evo l v i ng
con tex t ,  a  wi sh  o f  l e s s  ac t i ve
i n vo l vemen t  o f  t he  EC  i n  A f r i ca .  Th i s
was  j u s t i f i ed  wi th i n  t he  new  con tex t  by
the  des i re  o f  Eu ropeans  t o  avo id
geopo l i t i ca l  t roub le s  wi th i n  t he
compet i t i on  between  t he  two
an tagon i s t i c  Co ld  War  s upe rpower s  on
the  A f r i can  con t i nen t  du r i ng  t he
deco lon i sa t i on  proces s .  The  l a t te r  o f
wh ich  was  a  proces s  ca ta l y sed  and
favou red  by  t he  i nc reas i ng  compet i t i on
be tween  t he  Sov ie t  Un ion  and  t he
Un i ted  S ta te s  o f  Amer ica  wh ich  t hen
re su l t ed  i n  t he  common  det r imen t  o f
t he  Eu ropean ' s  h i s to r i ca l  and
h ie ra rch ica l  re la t i on sh ip  on  t he  A f r i can
con t i nen t  and  t ha t  i n  fac t  l ead  t o  t he i r
w i t hd rawa l .

La te r  on ,  more  e f fo r t s  t o  ra i se  a
Eu ropean  ex te rna l  i den t i t y  i n  t he
E igh t i e s  were  i n i t i a l l y  addre s sed  by  t he
Gensche r -Co lombo  P lan  o f  198 1 ,  wh ich
was  an  at tempt  by  both  Germany  and
I ta l y  t o  car r y  t he  EPC  much  f u r t he r .  I n
t h i s  regard ,  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i n  t he
tex t  o f  t he  P lan  was  matched  wi th  a
Eu ropean  secu r i t y  i den t i t y  ou t s ide  t he
NATO  con tex t .  A t  t he  same  t ime ,
l ook i ng  i nward  by  t he  second  Janu s -
face ,  i t  was  rea f f i rmed  t ha t  t he
member  s ta te s  wanted  a  way  t o
i nc rease  so l ida r i t y  among  t he  “peop le s
o f  Eu rope ”  wh i l e  re spec t i ng  t he i r
h i s to r i ca l  i den t i t y ,  t he i r  d ign i t y ,  and
the i r  f r eedom  wi th i n  t he  f ramework  o f
f ree l y  accepted  common  i n s t i t u t i on s .  I n
t h i s  P lan  o f  198 1 ,  on  both  i n te rna l  and
ex te rna l  po l i c y  mat te r s ,  t ouch i ng  f o r
i n s tance  ha rd  po l i t i c s  l i ke  de fence ,
t he re  i s  no  ment ion  or  f u r t he r  l i n k  t o
A f r i ca .  

The  Adonn i no  Repor t  o f  1985  has  been
ano the r  s tep  a longs ide  t he  Eu ropean
in teg ra t ion  progre s s i on  and  among  t he
concept s  ana l y sed  i n  t h i s  p iece ,  i n
bo th  t he  i n te rna l  and  ex te rna l
Eu ropean  i den t i t y .  Th i s  t ime ,  t he  repo r t
men t ion s  t he  “ t h i rd  wor ld ” ,  wh ich  at  t he  

t ime  was  u sed  t o  addre s s  t ha t  par t  o f
t he  wor ld  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  t he  Co ld
War .  I n te rna l l y ,  l i ke  t he  prev iou s
T i ndemans  repo r t ,  i t  env i saged  t ha t
t he  Commun i t y  s hou ld  re spond  t o  t he
expec ta t ion s  o f  t he  Eu ropean  peop le
to  s t reng then  and  promote  i t s  i den t i t y
and  i t s  image .  Th i s  ac t ion  was  requ i red
fo r  both  t he  Eu ropean  c i t i zen s  and  f o r
t he  re s t  o f  t he  wor ld  (ex te rna l l y ) .
Aga in ,  ta rge t i ng  i n te rna l  and  ex te rna l
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  t he  Commun i t y  wou ld
boos t  t he  s imp l i f i ca t ion  o f  con t ro l s  at
t he  i n te rna l  borde r s  and  s t reng then
the  i den t i t y  o f  t he  Commun i t y  at
ex te rna l  f r on t i e r s .  A f r i ca  was
men t ioned  spec i f i ca l l y  i n  t he  Adonn i no
Repor t ,  no t  abou t  mig ra t ion  as  one
may  as sume  g i ven  a  con tempora r y
anach ron i s t i c  mindse t ,  bu t  i n s tead ,
wi th i n  t he  con tex t  o f  env i saged
commun i t y  ac t ion s  engag ing  you th  t o
vo l un tee r  aga in s t  drough t  and  fam ine
i n  t he  t h i rd  wor ld .  

As  i t  i s  pos s ib le  t o  recogn i se  aga in ,
t he  i n te rna t iona l  con tex t  and  t he
s i t ua t ion  t ha t  was  fac i ng  A f r i ca  at  t he
t ime ,  l i ke  t he  Sahe l  fam ine ,  wh ich
mob i l i s ed  t he  po l i t i ca l  mi l i eu  at  t he  EC
leve l  t o  i n se r t  spec i f i c  e f fo r t s  i n  orde r
to  addre s s  A f r i can  prob lems .  I n  t h i s



way  a l so ,  t he  Adonn i no  Repor t  has
been  a  produc t  o f  i t s  par t i cu la r
s i t ua t iona l  con tex t  and  dominan t
na r ra t i ve s .

A  f u r t he r  l i n k  t o  A f r i ca  i s  expre s sed  i n
t he  “S i ng le  Eu ropean  Ac t ”  (SEA )  i n
1987 .  I n  t h i s  s ub sequen t  con tex t ,  a
d i s t i nc t i on  s hou ld  be  made  between
a ims  and  j u r i sd i c t i on .  I n  fac t ,  A f r i ca  i n
t he  SEA  i s  no t  i n vo l ved  as  par t  o f  t he
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i n  ex te rna l  po l i c y
mat te r s ,  as  expre s sed  i n  t he  preamb le s ,
bu t  ra t he r  i n  t e rms  o f  t e r r i t o r ia l i t y  and
j u r i sd i c t i on  o f  t he  t r ea t y ,  and  on l y  f o r
ce r ta i n  case s  and  member  s ta te s .
Compared  t o  t he  prev iou s  T rea t y  o f
Rome  and  t he  l a te  amendmen t s ,  majo r
and  i nev i tab le  changes  due  t o  t he
deco lon i sa t i on  proces s  happened  i n
t he  mean t ime  i n  t e rms  o f  EC
te r r i t o r ia l i t y .  Par t  I V  o f  t he  SEA

no te ,  at  t h i s  t ime ,  a  gradua l  s h i f t
t oward  a  “Eu rope  i n  t he  wor ld ”  f r om
the  EC .  Th i s  was  j u s t i f i ed  by  i den t i f y i ng
suppor t  f o r  t he  Organ i sa t ion  o f  A f r i can
Un ion  as  a  reg iona l  organ i sa t i on ,  a l so
la te l y ,  when  i n  2000  i t  became  t he
A f r i can  Un ion .  

Between  t he  end  o f  t he  E igh t i e s  and
be fo re  t he  Maas t r i ch t  T rea t y ,  t he  EC
was  perm i t ted  t o  cons ide r  a  wide r  ro le
i n  f o re ign  re la t i on s
A f r i ca  as  one  o f  t he  ta rge t s  o f  a l l
a spec t s  o f  Eu ropean  f o re ign  re la t i on s ,
wh ich  t hen  i nc l uded  secu r i t y ,
economic ,  and  deve lopmen t  po l i c ie s ,
gene ra l l y  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  f u l l  re spec t
fo r  human  r i gh t s .  The  t rag ic  even t s  o f
t he  l a te  1990s  wh ich  happened  i n
A f r i ca ,  l i ke  t he  genoc ide  i n  Rwanda ,
con tex t ua l i sed  and  emphas i zed  wi th i n
t he  EU  and  A f r i can  re la t i on sh ip  t he
need  f o r  democracy  and  t he
p ro tec t ion  o f  human  r i gh t s .

c la r i f i e s  t ho se
changes .  Th i s  i n vo l ved
in  par t i cu la r  mat te r s
o f  f r ee  t rade  l i n ked
to  some  t races  o f
fo rmer  co lon ia l
po s se s s i on .  The
Rhodes  Dec la ra t ion  o f
1988  t ha t  f o l l owed
the  SEA  f o r  i n s tance ,
engaged  t he  EC  i n  a
cons t r uc t i ve  d ia logue
and  coopera t ionw i t h
reg iona l  groups ,  as
we l l  wi th  t he  A f r i ca
con t i nen t  and  p laced
a  spec ia l  emphas i s  on
i n te r reg iona l

coopera t ion .  I n  t h i s  way ,  as  i t  was
a l ready  expre s sed  i n  1976 ,  t he  EC
con t i n ued  t o  coopera te  and  i nc reas i ng
the  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i n  f o re ign
a f fa i r s ,  due ,  i n  some  par t ,  t o  t he
c i r cums tances  c rea ted  by  t he  co l lapse
o f  t he  Eas te rn  B loc .  F rom  t h i s  h i s to r i ca l
momen tum ,  a  repo r t  on  t he
Deve lopmen t  o f  t he  Common  Fo re ign
and  Secu r i t y  Po l i c y  (CFSP )  dated  1992 ,
expre s sed  t he  spec ia l  impor tance  o f
Nor t h -Sou th  re la t i on s .  I t  i s  pos s ib le  t o

Howeve r ,  t he  Maas t r i ch t
T rea t y  (TEU ) ,  wh ich
en te red  i n to  f o rce  i n  1993 ,
does  no t  spec i f i ca l l y
men t ion  A f r i ca  i n  t e rms  o f
a  Eu ropean  i den t i t y .
I n s tead ,  i t  re s ta ted ,  both
i n  t he  preamb le ,  as  we l l  i n
A r t i c l e  B ,  t ha t  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  as  a  concept  i s
c r i t i ca l  i n  orde r  t o
“promote  peace ,  secu r i t y
and  progre s s  i n  Eu rope
and  i n  t he  wor ld ” ,  and
wh ich  migh t  i n  t ime  t o
t ime  l ead  t o  a  common

de fence .  The  on l y  t race  o f  A f r i ca  i n
t he  TEU ,  as  a  l i n k  i n  t h i s  case ,  i s
p re sen t  i n  Ar t i c l e  1 30w ,  wh ich  c i te s
A f r i ca  as  par t  o f  prov i s i on s  no t
cove red  by  t h i s  ar t i c l e  (wh ich  i s
con s ide r i ng  t he  ACP  agreemen t s
i n s tead ) .  

To  i den t i f y  a  t ra jec to r y  o f  t he  ex te rna l
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  concept  at  t ha t
s tage  i n  t he  n i ne t i e s ,  i s  t o  cons ide r
t ha t  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion  was  t r y i ng  t o  



l i n k  “ t h i rd  wor ld ”  deve lopmen t  wi th  t he
new  Common  Secu r i t y  and  Fo re ign
Po l i c y  p i l l a r  o f  t he  t r ea t y .  As
a fo remen t ioned ,  t h i s  paper  does  no t
look  spec i f i ca l l y  at  t he  Eu ropean
Deve lopmen t  Po l i c y ,  bu t  i t  i s  wor th
men t ion i ng  t ha t  at  t he  f o re ign  min i s te r s
mee t i ng  o f  t he  Eu ropean  Counc i l  i n
Copenhagen  i n  1993 ,  t he  EU  Member
S ta te s  t ook  impor tan t  s teps  t owards
deeper  and  wide r  coopera t ion  wi th
A f r i ca .  They  commi t ted  t o  s uppor t  t he
democra t i za t ion  proces s  i n  A f r i ca ,
i nc l ud i ng  s uppor t  f o r  good  gove rnance ,
sound  economic  managemen t ,  and
re spec t  f o r  human  r i gh t s .  Such  e f fo r t s
wou ld  be  channe l l ed  t h rough
coopera t ion  wi th  t he  OAU .  I n  t h i s  sen se ,
t he  pan -A f r i can  organ i sa t i on  became
the  ta rge t  f o r  e f fo r t s  i n  Eu ropean
preven t i ve  d ip lomacy  and
peacekeep ing .

La s t l y ,  ano the r  mi le s tone  o f  t he  Nine t ie s
was  t he  Eu ropean  Counc i l  meet i ng  i n
May  1998 ,  wh ich  p ledged  cohe rence  i n
EU  ex te rna l  po l i c y  by  l i n k i ng  t he  CFSP
w i t h  a id  programmes .  I n  t h i s  regard ,  a
par t i cu la r  s tep  wor th  ment ion i ng  comes
no t  f r om  an  o f f i c ia l  documen t ,  bu t  f r om
a  speech .  I n  a  non -b ind i ng  s ta temen t  i n
1997  abou t  t he  s i t ua t ion  i n  A lge r ia ,
de l i ve red  at  t he  Eu ropean  Par l iamen t ,
t he  P re s iden t  o f  t he  Counc i l  at  t he  t ime
s ta ted :  “The  Eu ropean  Un ion  and
A lge r ia  are ,  i f  you  l i ke ,  ‘condemned ’  t o
work  t oge the r .  Fo r  reason s  o f
geography ,  f o r  reason s  o f  h i s to r y  and  

abuse  o f  t ho se  t rad i t i on s . ”  Th i s
pa ragraph  i s  i n te re s t i ng  becau se  i t
s eems  t o  re f l ec t  t he  spec i f i c  he r i tage  o f
F rance  du r i ng  a  d i f fe ren t  epoch  (e .g .  i n
t he  1950s  when  A lge r ia  was  s t i l l  par t  o f
F rance  and  t he re fo re  was  au tomat i ca l l y
pa r t  o f  t he  EEC ) .

On  t he  o the r  hand ,  f r om  t he  end  o f  t he
N ine t ie s  un t i l  2009 ,  t h ree  impor tan t
t rea t ie s  have  been  ra t i f i ed  among  t he
EU  member  s ta te s ,  wh ich  i nc l ude  t he
Ams te rdam  T rea t y  (en t r y  1999 ) ,  Nice  
T rea t y  (en t r y  2003 ) ,  and  L i sbon  T rea t y
(en t r y  2009 ) ;  howeve r ,  t he re  i s  no
men t ion  o f  A f r i ca  i n  any  o f  t hem .  Whi le ,
i n s tead ,  t he  concept  o f  a  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  i s  mos t l y  repeated  i n  t e rms  o f
ex te rna l  re la t i on s  wi th  t he  wor ld  and
wi t h i n  t he  CSFP .  Th i s  concept  o f
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  appear s  i n  t he
t rea t ie s  both  i n  t he  preamb le s  and  i n
some  f o l l ow ing  ar t i c l e s ,  becoming
nowadays  a  cons tan t  dra f t i ng  prac t i ce .

La s t l y ,  i t  i s  wor th  compar i ng  s uch  i deas
f rom  t he  bot tom  up ,  and  f rame  t h i s
que s t i on  f r om  t he  po in t  o f  v iew  o f
Eu ropean  c i t i zen s  t hemse l ve s .  Fo r  t he
EU -A f r i ca  Summi t  i n  L ibya  on  29 -30
November  2010 ,  a  spec ia l
Eu robaromete r  repo r t  on  EU -A f r i ca
re la t i on s  was  pub l i s hed  ahead  o f  t he
summi t .  The  obv iou s  enqu i r y  was  re la ted
to  deve lopmen t  po l i c y ,  and ,  as  t he
re su l t s  i nd ica ted ,  Eu ropeans  be l i e ved
the  main  cha l l enge  i n  A f r i ca  was  t o
tack le  pove r t y  (38%) .  Bu t  i n  cu l t u ra l
te rms ,  (and  more  impor tan t  f o r  t h i s
paper )  t he  main  f i nd i ng  o f  t ha t  s u r vey ,
were  t ha t  t he  Eu ropean  c i t i zen s ’
per spec t i ve s  on  A f r i ca  main l y  re f l ec ted
t rad i t i ona l  images  and  percep t ion s
( l i ke  t he  immacu la te  na tu re  and
wi ld l i f e ,  and  peop le  l i v i ng  i n
depr i va t ion ) .  I n  t he  con tex t  o f  t h i s
w idesp read  s te reo t ype ,  i t  i s  a l so
i n te re s t i ng  t o  repo r t  t ha t  a  ques t i on
abou t  t he  f u t u re  o f  t he  EU -A f r i ca
re la t i on sh ip  was  i nc l uded  i n  t he  2010
Eu robaromete r  s u r vey  among  t he  o the r
ques t i on s  ( see  on  t h i s  mat te r  annexe  1
f i g .  3 ) .  Pe rhaps  mot i va ted  by  

Moreover, this possibility of

linking a European identity to

Africa also faded out within the

process of decolonisaation itself.

f o r  soc ia l  and  human i ta r ian  reason s ,
and  f r om  t he  Eu ropean  po in t  o f  v iew ,
we  do  t ha t  wi th  t o ta l  re spec t  f o r  t he
cu l t u ra l  and  re l i g iou s  t rad i t i on s  o f  ou r
Nor t h  A f r i can  f r i ends  and  t o ta l
repud ia t ion  o f  t he  f u ndamen ta l i s t s ’  



d i sappo in t i ng  and  negat i ve  “common
sen se  percep t ion [ s ]  o f  A f r i ca ”  wi th i n  t he
su r vey ' s  re s u l t s ,  t he  Eu robaromete r
s t udy  conc l uded  t ha t  ( i n tended  f r om  t he
o f f i c ia l  na r ra t i ve  po in t  o f  v iew  and  wi th
a  ce r ta i n  f l a vou r  o f  propaganda )  “ t he
A f r i ca -EU  Par t ne r s h ip  i n  t h i s  con tex t
con s t i t u te s  an  impor tan t  geo - s t ra teg ic
e f fo r t  o f  l i n k i ng  Eu rope  and  A f r i ca  i n
d ia logue  and  coopera t ion  -  an  e f fo r t
t ha t  dese r ve s  i nc reased  recogn i t i on
f rom  t he  gene ra l  Eu ropean  pub l i c . ”  

I V .  I n te rna l  Eu ropean  I den t i t y
 I n  a l l  documen t s  on  t he  mat te r  o f
i n te rna l  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  and  t he
pos s ib le  ment ion  o f  A f r i ca  i n  t he  t ex t ,
no  re s u l t s  l i n k i ng  both  t e rms  came  ou t
f rom  t he  enqu i r y .  Th i s  c lea r l y  means
t ha t  f r om  t he  1973  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
dec la ra t ion ,  A f r i ca  rema ined  a  t e rm
l i n ked  so le l y  t o  Par t  I I  (ex te rna l
re la t i on s )  and  d id  no t  s h i f t  t o  t he
i n te rna l  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  concept ,
even  wi th  t he  soc ia l  changes
deve lop i ng  among  t he  Eu ropean  

somehow  i nd ica te s  a  s h i f t  i n  t he
concept  o f  i n te rna l  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
comes  no t  f r om  an  o f f i c ia l  t ex t ,  bu t
f rom  a  dec la ra t ion  i n  t he  2 1 s t  Centu r y .
An  EU  min i s te r ia l  dec la ra t ion  i n  2015 ;
s ta te s  t ha t :  “Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i s
c u l t u ra l l y  and  re l i g iou s l y  d i ve r se .
The re fo re ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  t o  unde r s tand
the  cha l l enges  young  peop le  are
con f ron ted  wi th  i n  t e rms  o f  l i ngu i s t i c
d i ve r s i t y ,  soc ia l  i nc l u s i on  and
emp loymen t  as  a  key  fac to r  f o r
i n teg ra t ion  (… ) .  Among  o the r  aspec t s ,
t he se  measu re s  mus t  be  geared  t o
p ro tec t  mino r i t y  commun i t i e s ,  s uch  as
Jew i sh ,  Chr i s t ian  and  Mus l im
commun i t i e s ,  and  t o  promote  I s l am
toge the r  wi th  Eu ropean  va l ue s . ”

V .  Conc lu s ion s
Th i s  paper  at tempted  t o  d i scove r  how
the  concept  o f  Eu ropean  i den t i t y
i n te rac t s  wi th  ment ion s  o f  A f r i ca  i n  t he
o f f i c ia l  documen t s  o f  t he  EU .  I t  f ound
tha t  t h i s  concept  i s  more  a  d i scou r se  o f
fo re ign  re la t i on s  ra t he r  t han  t ha t  o f
i n te rna l  EU  i den t i t y .  I n  t h i s  way ,  i t
con f i rms  t ha t  one  o f  t he  EU ' s  l onges t
fo re ign  po l i c y  re la t i on sh ip s  i s  wi th
A f r i ca .  On  t he  o the r  hand ,  s i nce  t he
Copenhagen  dec la ra t ion  and  S ta temen t
No . 1 3  on  A f r i ca  on  14  December  1973 ,
t he re  i s  no  ment ion  o f  A f r i ca  i n tended
as  par t  o f  t he  i n te rna l  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  i n  b ind i ng  documen t s .
Moreove r ,  t h i s  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  l i n k i ng  a
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  t o  A f r i ca  a l so  faded
ou t  wi th i n  t he  proces s  o f  deco lon i sa t i on
i t se l f .  I n  con tex t ua l i s i ng  t h i s  t ra jec to r y ,
i t  becomes  c lea r  t ha t  t he  l i n k  t o
co lon ia l  t imes ,  s uch  as  t ho se  s t i l l
p re sen t  i n  t he  Schuman  Dec la ra t ion  o f
t he  F i f t i e s ,  i s  nowadays  much  more
e roded  and  f o rgo t ten .  La s t l y ,  t h i s
exe rc i se  i nd ica ted  t ha t  t he  EU -A f r i ca
re la t i on sh ip  has  gone  t h rough  a  se r i e s
o f  s tages ;  rang ing  f r om  a  more  dono r -
rec ip ien t  re la t i on sh ip  l i n ked  t o  t he
concept  o f  “ re spon s ib i l i t y ”  i n  t he
Seven t ie s ,  t o  one  o f  a  more
emanc ipa to r y  k i nd ,  based  on
i n te rna t iona l  par tne r s h ip  and  reg iona l
d ia logue .

popu la t i on  du r i ng  t he  l a s t  f o r t y - f ou r
yea r s .  Desp i te  t he  seve ra l  documen t s
examined  t ha t  ment ioned  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  wi th i n ,  f o r  examp le ,  Cu l t u ra l
he r i tage ,  Eu ropean  c i t i zen sh ip ,
Eu ropean  remembrance  days ,  cu l t u ra l
po l i c y  documen t s ,  educa t ion ,  l i ke  t he
E ra smus  program  and  you th  po l i c y  and
in i t ia t i ve s ,  i t  appear s  t ha t  t he  EU
leg i s la t i on  and  o f f i c ia l  documen ta t ion
rema in s  pr i s t i ne  and  at tached  t o  t he
co re  i den t i t y  aspec t s  o f  t he  Eu ropean
d i scou r se .  The  on l y  except ion  t ha t  



Cr i t i ca l l y ,  t he  i n f l u x  o f  imm ig ran t s  f r om
A f r i ca  seems  t o  no t  have  cha l l enged  t he
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  concept  i n  t he  o f f i c ia l
documen t s ,  i n  par t i cu la r  i n  t he  f ramework
se t  at  t he  beg inn i ng  by  t he  Counc i l  i n
Copenhagen  i n  1973 .  Th i s  conc l u s i on  i s
based  on l y  on  o f f i c ia l  documen t s ;
obv iou s l y ,  t he  d i scou r se  around  s uch
themat i c  o f  an  up - t o -date  Eu ropean
iden t i t y  i n  t he  academia  and  t he  cu l t u ra l
m i l i e u  may  be  broader  and  deeper .  Bu t
t h i s  na r ra t i ve ,  t he re fo re ,  seems  so  fa r  no t
to  have  reached  any  i n f l uence  on  t he
Eu ropean  i den t i t y  concept  i n  t he  o f f i c ia l
EU  documen t s  cons ide red .  To  dra f t  some
conc l u s i on s  abou t  t h i s  c i rcums tance ,  we
shou ld  f i r s t  cons ide r  t ha t  o f f i c ia l
documen t s  are  dra f ted  wi th  amendmen t s
and  consen su s  f r om  member  s ta te s .
The re fo re ,  t he  fac t  t ha t  an  i den t i t y  l i n k
w i t h  A f r i ca  on l y  conce rned  Eu ropean  

ex te rna l  re la t i on s  i s  probab l y  t ha t
o the rw i se ,  i t  may  pose  a  b ig  d i l emma  f o r
i nd i v idua l  Eu ropean  gove rnmen t s .  Th i s
re fe r s ,  i n  par t i cu la r ,  t o  a  s i t ua t ion  wh ich
i s  a l ready  a la rm ing  i n  seve ra l  EU  member
s ta te s  where  commun i ta r ian i sm  i s  ra i s i ng
o f ,  commun i ta r ian i sm ,  para l l e l  soc ie t y ,
and  sec l uded  areas  se t  by  imm ig ran t s
f rom  A f r i ca  wi th  s t rong  i den t i t y  t i e s  t o
t he i r  or ig i na l  con t i nen t  and  way  o f  l i v i ng .
Consequen t l y ,  t h i s  d i l emma  co r re sponds
exac t l y  t o  avo id  d i l u t i ng  t he  concept  and
d i scou r se  o f  a  Eu ropean  i den t i t y  i n  a
b land  and  f l a t  i nc l u s i ve  manne r  f o r
ex te rna l  charac te r i s t i c s  man i fe s ted
w i t h i n  Eu rope .  Th i s  j u s t i f i ca t ion  t he re fo re
t r i e s  t o  cha l l enge ,  and  s tands  d i rec t l y  i n
c la sh  wi th ,  t he  d icho tomy  rep re sen ted  by
the  concept  o f  i n teg ra t ion  v s .  t he
concept  o f  mu l t i c u l t u ra l i sm  (and  i t s
ac t ua l  i n he ren t  mutua l  con t rad ic t i on s ) .

Ed i to r ' s  Note :  As  expre s sed  by  t he  au tho r ,  a  c r i t i ca l  componen t  o f  t h i s  p iece  i nc l udes
quan t i ta t i ve  re sea rch  t o  bet te r  unde r s tand  t h i s  t op ic .  I n i t i a l l y ,  Mr .  de  Mer lo  i nc l uded  an
append i x  when  he  s ubm i t ted  h i s  paper  wh ich  h igh l igh ted  emp i r i ca l  ev idence  i n  s uppor t  o f
h i s  t he s i s ;  howeve r ,  ou r  ed i to r ia l  t eam  made  t he  t ough  dec i s i on  no t  t o  i nc l ude  t h i s  sec t ion
i n  t he  f i na l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  Eu rope :Beyond  i n  t he  i n te re s t  o f  l eng th  and  brev i t y .  With  t ha t
be i ng  sa id ,  we  s t i l l  be l i e ve  t h i s  componen t  t o  be  an  i n teg ra l  par t  o f  Mr .  de  Mer lo ' s
ove ra l l  re sea rch  and  so  we  have  pub l i s hed  i t  as  a  Web  Exc l u s i ve  at
h t tp s : //www . i n s t i t u teg rea te reu rope .com/eu rope -beyond .  We  s t rong l y  encou rage  reader s
to  check  ou t  t h i s  amaz ing  re sea rch  and  unde r s tand  t h i s  i s s ue  i n  grea te r  depth s .

https://www.institutegreatereurope.com/europe-beyond
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ques t i on s ,  or  conce rn s ,  p lease  do  no t
he s i ta te  t o  reach  u s  at :
magaz ine@ i n s t i t u teg rea te reu rope .com
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