
EUROPE:BEYOND

W I N T E R  2 0 2 1  •  I S S U E  1  •  V O L U M E  1

A Magazine of the Institute for a Greater Europe 



C O N T E N T S

06

P H O T O  S E R I E S   

D E M O C R A C Y  I N  A C T I O N

J A C K  L A S H E N D O C K  

D E - E S C A L A T I N G  T E N S I O N S  A T
T H E  T O P  O F  T H E  W O R L D :

A  P r o p o s a l  f o r  S i n o - I n d i a n  P e a c e  i n  t h e
H i m a l a y a s

S A M A N T H A  H U B N E R

B E L F A S T  T O  B A L K H :

H o w  t h e  P r e c e d e n t  S e t  b y  t h e  N o r t h e r n
I r e l a n d  W o m e n ’ s  C o a l i t i o n  C a n  B r i n g  P e a c e  &
R e v i t a l i z e  W o m e n ’ s  R i g h t s  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n

A R C A N G E L O  L E O N E  D E  C A S T R I S  &  E D O A R D O
B O M B A R D I E R I

G L O B A L I S M  A N D  T H E  P A T H  T O
E U R O P E A N  S T R A T E G I C  A U T O N O M Y

L I T E R A T U R E   

I G E ' S  B O O K  R E V I E W  &  
R E A D I N G  L I S T  

10
13

19
21

26

F I O N A  D A V I S  

S P A C E  D E B R I S :  

T h e  S o l u t i o n  T o  t h i s  S e l f - C r e a t e d  P r o b l e m
M a y  L i e  W i t h  P r i v a t e  I n n o v a t i o n ,

N o t  L e g a l  N o r m s



There rarely was as long a year as 2020. As one might say, it was one
of those years where several years happen. From the fallout of the
Second Nagorno-Karabakh war to the devastation that crippled
Beyrouth, from a coup in Mali to historical elections in Kyrgyzstan,
Bolivia or the United States… The last half of 2020 still had much in
store for us.

On a more joyous note, it has definitely been a full year for our
Institute. Since issuing our journal this Summer, we have launched
several new projects, including the creation of an Asia-Pacific Chair,
a book in partnership with the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum, and
obviously the very magazine you now hold in your hands. 

It is with enthusiasm and eagerness that we at the Institute start this
new year, filled with new challenges, in a new and changed Europe.
A Europe, with a United Kingdom out of the EU. A Europe in a now
post-Trump world. A Europe, where for the second time in less than a
decade, the border between two sovereign states has been moved
through conflict.

In many respects, European politics will have to reinvent themselves
in 2021. It is a changed continent, but also a changing one, and we
are excited to be able to change with it.

Brussels, Belgium

Note from the Editor-in-Chief

Valentin Lutumbue

Editor-in-Chief 



Note from the Managing Editor

Jack Lashendock

Managing Editor 

Throughout my tenure with the Institute, I have always had a unique
position on the editorial board. Surrounded by my European
colleagues, I am the sole American on the team and one of only a
few team members to reside on the western side of the Atlantic
Ocean. This perspective has been extraordinarily enriching. Through
the various publications of IGE, from our podcast to our journal, and
even the internal Slack channel, the opportunity to engage with my
colleagues on our collective differences and promote invigorating
dialogue, which results in a greater understanding of the world
around me, has been a strong part of what drives me to continue to
be a member of this organization.

It was in this spirit that we have decided to publish our inaugural
magazine! In this, our first issue, brilliant minds from both sides of the
Atlantic have come together to explore pressing issues from across
Greater Europe (and even miles above it!) and offer solutions for a
more prosperous world.

This project could not have been undertaken without the full support of the Institute. My sincerest
gratitude is extended to the writers and contributors who have filled these pages with their work. I
must also highlight the people who, behind the scenes, worked tirelessly to edit, format, and
provide guidance on this project. Beyond:Europe is the first large-scale publication I have had the
honor of editing and I am excited about its continual publication.  

To our long-time readers, I sincerely hope you enjoy this more frequently published content; to
those who have only just joined the IGE community, I welcome you from the Western shores of the
Atlantic Ocean. Thank you for your support and happy reading!

Boston, Massachusetts, USA
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Updates from the INSTITUTE

What we’ve done

Opened abstracts for the Greater European
Journal Volume 3. Our biannual Journal has had
its abstract submissions opened again and we
are looking for the best articles from young
academics all over Greater Europe and
beyond.

We invite submissions by students and early
career researchers in European Studies, Political
Sciences, Law, International Relations,
Sociology, Geography, and History, as long as
they relate to the Journal’s themes (Europe as a
Global Actor, EU Neighbourhood and Accession,
European Integration, Transatlantic Relations,
and Global Politics).

We focus on five geographic categories:
Western Europe and the Atlantic; Central and
Southern Europe; Eastern Europe and Russia;
EU-Asia and Eurasia; Middle East and North
Africa.

Deadline: 6th of March 2021

Abstracts should be no longer than 400 words
and are to be sent to:
journal@institutegreatereurope.com

For more information and complete guidelines, visit: 
 https://www.institutegreatereurope.com/submissions

We've published one of our largest articles yet!
Over the Holidays we coordinated again for our
'Institute Presents: Traditions of Christmas' and
managed to get over 40 people involved in the
project! Thanks to everyone who participated in
both that, and the Orthodox Christmas
traditions, you can check out the article on our
website.

First events with MEP Markéta Gregorová and
MEP Nacho Sanchez. This winter we held our
first online events, discussing with policymakers
MEP Markéta Gregorová (Greens/EFA) and MEP
Nacho Sanchez (S&D). Thanks to everyone who
joined for their engaging discussions.

Event with Matjaz Gruden, Director of
Democratic Participation at the Council of
Europe. Thank you to all those who came to our
most recent event with Matjaz Gruden. It was a
great time discussing his work at the Council,
Covid-19 effects on democracy, democratic
backsliding and populism.  We are all looking
forward to reading the most recent report on
the state of democracy, human rights and the
rule of law in Europe.

The end of 2020 and the start of 2021 has been an active time for the Institute and we’ve got a range of
updates and exciting projects that have happened, and that we’re looking forward to over the next couple
of months.

mailto:journal@institutegreatereurope.com
https://www.institutegreatereurope.com/submissions


 Decolonialism in the West;
 Understanding Post-Socialism Through Post-Colonialism;
 Exploring the Dialogue between the Second and Third world.

Hired our new Chair of EU Asia-Pacific Studies. We've welcomed a new person to the Institute this
month, Timothée Albessard, who will be heading up our new section on EU Asia-Pacific Studies. This
special rubric aims to provide policy briefs and research articles bearing upon the strategic interests and
cultural ties between the EU and the Asia-Pacific region. 

We will be looking for new writers, so feel free to send your CV and a short mention of your regional
interests at EU-AP@institutegreatereurope.com if you want to join him in this exciting project.

Published our first Magazine. This will come as no surprise (you’re reading it) but we’re very excited to
publish this first edition of the magazine and we hope all of you will enjoy it too! Do send us feedback at
magazine@institutegreatereurope.com.

We've reached that 100th Article milestone! This month we celebrated our 100th Article being published.
Thanks goes out really to all the amazing writers who have kept us through these past years and the
incredible content they have put out. Here’s to our next 100!

What’s next?

Events. We will be continuing with our monthly events and looking to run an academic workshop all about
our Upcoming Journal and a few more on Portugal's role in the EU. Keep an eye on this space here (and
our Facebook page) and make sure to join us for our monthly events.

Recruitment. We’re looking for new writers! Every year we open applications for new core writers for our
team. If you’re motivated, interested in developing your research skills, and want to connect with a great
team from all over Greater Europe and beyond, send us a CV, motivation letter, and an email to:
recruitment@institutegreatereurope.com.

Deadline: 1st of March 2021

Book Publication for the Europe Lab with the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum.
We have the honour of being shortlisted for the Europe lab project run by the EU-Russia Civil Society
Forum! With this project, we are working on a book currently entitled 'Places in the Sun: Decolonial
Encounters in Greater Europe.'

We’re looking to publish around 18 essays in this book, looking at the following three themes: 
1.
2.
3.

If you’re interested in getting involved and potentially being published in our book, please send an email
to our editor-in-chief, Valentin, at editorial@institutegreatereurope.com.

 The book and the Europe lab project will both be published in July!

mailto:EU-AP@institutegreatereurope.com
mailto:magazine@institutegreatereurope.com
mailto:recruitment@institutegreatereurope.com
mailto:editorial@institutegreatereurope.com


A
As  we  ce leb ra te  t he  20th  ann i ve r sa r y  o f
UNSCR  1 325 ,  t he  i n te r sec t ion  o f  women ,
peace ,  and  secu r i t y  i s  heav i l y
unde r sco red  -  par t i cu la r l y  i n  pro tec t i ng
A fghan  women ’ s  r i gh t  t o  be  heard  and
heeded  as  i n t ra -A fghan  nego t ia t i on s
con t i n ue  wi th  t he i r  f o rmer  oppre s so r s
a l ready  occupy i ng  a  sea t  at  t he  tab le .

Afghan  Soc ie t y  and  UNSCR  1325  
Over  t he  l a s t  year ,  l andmark
nego t ia t i on s  —ca l l ed  t he  i n t ra -A fghan
nego t ia t i on s— have  been  tak i ng  p lace
be tween  t he  Governmen t  o f  t he  I s l am ic
Repub l i c  o f  A fghan i s tan  (GoIRA )  and  t he
Ta l iban ,  t he  now - i n famous  group  t ha t
i n i t i a l l y  came  t o  power  i n  A fghan i s tan
du r i ng  t he  1990s .  The  Ta l iban  were
known  f o r  be l i e v i ng  t ha t  t he  way  t o
re s to re  peace  t o  A fghan i s tan  was
th rough  enac t i ng  an  aus te re  ve r s i on  o f
Sha r ia  l aw ,  wh ich  no tab l y  s t r i pped  many
r igh t s  away  f r om  A fghan  women  and
g i r l s .  The  Ta l iban  f e l l  af te r  t he  2001
i n va s ion  by  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s ,  f o l l ow ing
9/ 1 1 ,  wh ich  l ed  t o  t he  es tab l i s hmen t  o f
t he  modern  GoIRA .  Howeve r ,  becau se
the  Ta l iban  rema in s  a  s ign i f i can t
po l i t i ca l  f o rce  i n  t he  coun t r y  t oday ,  t he
i n t ra -A fghan  nego t ia t i on s  are  hoped  t o
reconc i l e  t he  ongo ing  t en s ion s  between
the  two  par t i e s .  

A t  t he  c rux  o f  t h i s  power  s t r ugg le  i s  t he
ro le ,  r i gh t s ,  and  secu r i t y  o f  women  i n
A fghan  soc ie t y .   Be fo re  t he  1970s ,  t he   

l i f e  o f  women  i n  A fghan i s tan  l ooked
vas t l y  d i f fe ren t  t han  what  i t  does  t oday .
Women  i n  A fghan i s tan  had  ach ieved  t he
r igh t  t o  vo te ,  abo l i s hed  pu rdah ,  and
secu red  equa l  r i gh t s  t o  po l i t i ca l
pa r t i c ipa t ion .  A fghan i s tan  was  even
among  t he  f i r s t  s igna to r ie s  o f  t he  UN
Conven t ion  on  t he  E l im i na t ion  o f  a l l
Fo rms  o f  Di sc r im ina t ion  Aga in s t  Women
(CEDAW ) ,  a im ing  t o  f u r t he r  secu re
women ’ s  r i gh t s  and  preven t  gender
d i sc r im i na t ion  on  a  g loba l  sca le .

Howeve r ,  s ho r t l y  af te r  s ign i ng  CEDAW  i n
t he  s ummer  o f  1980 ,  t he  Sov ie t -A fghan
war  began ,  and  by  1989  t he  war ' s
devas ta t ion  l e f t  beh i nd  a  vo la t i l e  power
vacuum .  The  Ta l iban  se i zed  t h i s
oppor t un i t y ,  i n s t i t u t i ng  soc ie ta l  no rms
unde r  Sha r ia  l aw  t ha t  abandoned  t he
p r i nc ip le s  o f  CEDAW ,  as  we l l  as  many  

B E L F A S T  T O  B A L K H :

Samantha Hubner

How the Precedent Set by the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition Can Bring Peace &
Revitalize Women’s Rights in Afghanistan



o the r  f u ndamen ta l  human  r i gh t s  f o r
women .  The  r i gh t s  and  ro le  o f  women
in  A fghan  soc ie t y ,  i n  par t i cu la r ,  were
dramat i ca l l y  reve r ted :  women  became
la rge l y  f o rb idden  f r om  pub l i c  soc ie t y .

Desp i te  t he  rap id  s u r rende r  o f  t he
Ta l iban  af te r  t he  US  i n va s ion  i n  2001 ,
CEDAW  was  no t  f o rma l l y  ra t i f i ed  i n
A fghan i s tan  un t i l  2003 .  Howeve r ,  i n
t he  year s  i t  t ook  f o r  CEDAW  t o  be
o f f i c ia l l y  ra t i f i ed  i n  A fghan i s tan ,  t he
i n te rna t iona l  commun i t y  i nc reased  i t s
f ocu s ,  e leva t i ng  t he i r  commi tmen t  t o
women ' s  r i gh t s  t h rough  t he  Un i ted
Nat ion s  Secu r i t y  Counc i l  Reso l u t i on
1325  on  Women ,  Peace ,  and  Secu r i t y .
UNSCR  1 325  dec la red  women ’ s
i nc l u s i on  i n  peacebu i ld i ng  as  t he
fo remos t  precu r so r  t o  l a s t i ng  s tab i l i t y .

The  2015  A fghan i s tan
Nat iona l  Ac t ion  P lan  (ANAP )
ou t l i ned  a  s t ra tegy  f o r
domes t i c  imp lemen ta t ion  o f
UNSCR  1 325 .  I t  demons t ra ted
a  f i rm  unde r s tand ing  o f  t he
p r i nc ip le s  o f  UNSCR  1 325
and  ou t l i ned  a  method ica l
approach  t o  each  ob jec t i ve .
Howeve r ,  ANAP  l acked  one
c ruc ia l  charac te r i s t i c :  a
budget .  With  no  f i nanc ia l
p lann i ng ,  imp lemen ta t ion
was  h igh l y  d i so rgan i zed  and
incon s i s ten t .  The se  obs tac le s
were  compounded  f u r t he r  by
i nc reased  po l i t i c i za t ion  and
f ragmen ta t ion  o f
re spon s ib i l i t i e s .

Howeve r ,  t he  GoIRA  i s  by  no  means  t he
on l y  s takeho lde r  t o  be  he ld
accoun tab le  i n  t he  peacebu i ld i ng
p roces s ,  as  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s  has  a l so
been  i n t ima te l y  i n vo l ved .  A f te r  mak ing
prog re s s  i n  imp lemen t i ng  i t s  own
Nat iona l  Ac t ion  P lan  on  Women ,
Peace ,  and  Secu r i t y ,  t he  US  i nc reased
i t s  accoun tab i l i t y  wi th  P re s iden t
T r ump ’ s  s ign i ng  o f f  t he  Women ,  Peace ,
and  Secu r i t y  Ac t  o f  2017 .

Th i s  l eg i s la t i on  l ega l l y  b inds  t he  US  t o
opera te  as  a  g loba l  l eader  promot i ng
women ’ s  par t i c ipa t ion  i n  preven t i ng
and  re so l v i ng  con f l i c t  and  s u s ta i n i ng
democracy  i n  f rag i l e  s ta te s .  

Le s son s ,  no t  Luck ,  o f  t he  I r i s h
I t  i s  v i ta l  t ha t  women ,  peace ,  and
secu r i t y  rema in  at  t he  f o re f ron t  o f  t he
i n t ra -A fghan  nego t ia t i on s .  The  Be l fa s t
ag reemen t  se r ve s  as  an  i dea l  h i s to r i ca l
p receden t  f o r  why  women ’ s
pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  t he  i n t ra -A fghan
nego t ia t i on s  i s  neces sa r y  f o r  t he se
nego t ia t i on s ’  s ucces s .  The  Be l fa s t
Ag reemen t  se t t l ed  t h ree  decades  o f
v io len t  campa ign s  between  un ion i s t s
and  na t iona l i s t s  i n  I r e land ,  and  i s
ce leb ra ted  as  one  o f  t he  mos t
s ucces s f u l  peace  t r ea t ie s  o f  a l l  t ime .

A  c r i t i ca l  fac to r  i n  t ha t  s ucces s  was  t he
i nc l u s i on  o f  women  t h rough  a  d i ve r se ,
apo l i t i ca l  women ’ s  coa l i t i on .  Catho l i c
and  P ro te s tan t  women ’ s  groups  j o i ned
fo rce s  t o  c rea te  a  un i f i ed  body  t o
par t i c ipa te  i n  t he  peace  nego t ia t i on s ,
one  o f  t he  f ew  t ha t  un i ted  Catho l i c s
and  P ro te s tan t s .  Th i s  coa l i t i on  secu red
language  t o  pro tec t  women ,  preven t
f u r t he r  v io lence ,  and  p layed  a  c r i t i ca l
ro le  i n  garne r i ng  pub l i c  s uppor t .

American Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, visits with  Afghani Politicians in Kabul      
 Photo by: US Embassy in Kabul (Photo in the Public Domain)



Th i s  sec t ion  wi l l  qua l i f y  f i ve
recommendat ion s ,  ep i s temo log ica l l y
bu i l t  f r om  t he  s ucces s  o f  Nor the rn
I re land  Women ’ s  Coa l i t i on ,  t o  secu re
A fghan  women ’ s  r i gh t s  du r i ng  t he  i n t ra -
A fghan  nego t ia t i on s .

Phase  1 :  2020  -  2021
I .  E s tab l i s hmen t  o f  an  I ndependen t
A fghan  Women ’ s  Coa l i t i on  ( I AWC )
The  broader  i n te re s t s  o f  t he  GoIRA
canno t  be  perm i t ted  t o  i n te r fe re  wi th
women ' s  i nc l u s i on  i n  t he  peace  proces s .
The re fo re ,  i t  i s  neces sa r y  t o  red i rec t
l eader sh ip  o f  women ’ s  par t i c ipa t ion  t o
t he  UN  As s i s tance  Mis s ion  i n
A fghan i s tan  (UNAMA ) ,  i n  par tne r s h ip
w i t h  l oca l l y -engaged  NGO  Work i ng
Group  on  Women ,  Peace  and  Secu r i t y ,
(NGOWG )  t o  f o rm  a  new  c ro s s -
commun i t y  rep re sen ta t i ve  body  o f
A fghan  women .  Th i s  body  wi l l
pa r t i c ipa te  as  an  i ndependen t
s takeho lde r  i n  t he  i n t ra -A fghan
nego t ia t i on s .  The  I ndependen t  A fghan
Women ’ s  Coa l i t i on ,  ( I AWC )  wi th  t he
as s i s tance  o f  UNAMA  and  NGOWG ,  wi l l
a im  t o  produce  bu l l e t i n s  t o  promote
awarenes s  and  ar t i cu la te  degrees  o f
s uppor t  —or  l ack  t he reo f— on  t he
p rog re s s  o f  t he  nego t ia t i on s .

I I .  New  Peace  Agreemen t  wi th  P rov i s i on s
fo r  Women ’ s  I nc l u s i on
The  Cons t i t u t i on  o f  A fghan i s tan
exp l i c i t l y  guaran tees  t he  equa l  r i gh t s  o f
men  and  women  be fo re  t he  l aw .  I n
Feb rua r y ,  Ta l iban  l eader sh ip  echoed
th i s  Cons t i t u t i ona l  commi tmen t ,
dec la r i ng :  “ [W ]e  t oge the r  wi l l  f i nd  a
way  t o  bu i ld  an  I s l am ic  s y s tem  i n  wh ich
a l l  A fghans  have  equa l  r i gh t s . ”
Fu r t he rmore ,  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s ,  as  a
preva len t  peace  broke r  between  GoIRA
and  t he  Ta l iban ,  has  made  a  s tead fa s t
l ega l  commi tmen t  t o  pro tec t  and  ensu re
the  par t i c ipa t ion  and  i nc l u s i on  o f
women  i n  peace  proces se s .  A l toge the r
t hen  i t  i s  reasonab le  t o  reques t  a l l
pa r t i e s  t o  dra f t  a  new  agreemen t  t ha t
mandate s  spec i f i c  prov i s i on s  f o r  t he
IAWC ’ s  ac t i ve  i nc l u s i on  i n  a l l  

A  quo rum  o f  f i ve  I AWC  de legate s
p re sen t  du r i ng  any  nego t ia t i on ,  be  i t
f o rma l  or  i n fo rma l .
A  s ymbo l i c  quo ta  o f  s igna tu re s  f r om
the  I AWC  de legat ion  on  any
agreemen t s  t o  demons t ra te  s uppor t
o r  l ack  t he reo f .
I f  GiORA  and/or  t he  Ta l iban  do  no t
w i s h  t o  gran t  t he  I AWC  s ymbo l i c
s igna to r y  power ,  t hey  mus t
co l labo ra te  wi th  I AWC  and  t he  US  t o
co r rec t  t he  ra t i o  o f  nego t ia t i ng
p re sence  t o ,  at  min imum ,  40% women .
The  GoIRA  ra t i o  now  s i t s  at  24%
women .
E s tab l i s hmen t  o f  a  sma l l ,  i ndependen t
ove r s igh t  body  t o  ac t i ve l y  obse r ve
and  pro tec t  t he  I AWC  de legat ion  as
we l l  as  any  o the r  f ema le  nego t ia to r s
f rom  any  i n t im ida t ion  or  ha ra s smen t
by  o the r  s takeho lde r s .

i n t ra -A fghan  nego t ia t i on s  and  peace
proces se s .  Th i s  i nc l udes ,  bu t  i s  no t
l im i ted  t o ,  t he  f o l l ow ing  s t ipu la t i on s :

A f te r  t he  i n i t i a l  Februa r y  peace
agreemen t  wi th  t he  US ,  t he  Ta l iban
dec la red  t ha t  “ I f  we  can  reach  an
agreemen t  wi th  a  f o re ign  enemy ,  we
mus t  be  ab le  t o  re so l ve  i n t ra -A fghan
d i sag reemen t s  t h rough  ta l k s . ”  The re fo re ,
an  agreemen t  t o  guaran tee  f e l l ow
A fghans ’  engagemen t  i n  t he se  “ ta l k s ”
s hou ld  pose  no  ob jec t ion s ,  regard le s s  o f
gender .

Phase  Two :  2022 -2024
I I I .  Recommi tmen t  o f  t he  GoIRA  t o  Phase
2  o f  ANAP
Wh i l e  some  may  argue  i t  i s  un rea l i s t i c
to  expec t  GoIRA  t o  pu t  i t s  we igh t
beh i nd  ANAP  f o l l ow ing  t he  con t rove r s ia l
e lec t ion ,  P re s iden t  Ghan i  made  a
commi tmen t  t o  t he  du ra t ion  o f  ANAP ,  t o
wh ich  he  mus t  be  he ld  accoun tab le .
With  on l y  two  year s  l e f t  i n  phase  two ,  i t
i s  c r i t i ca l  t o  f ocu s  on  t he  sec t ion s  t ha t
can  be  rea l i s t i ca l l y  accomp l i s hed  g i ven
cu r ren t  re sou rce s .  Of  t he  e igh t
recommendat ion s  made  af te r  phase  one ,
on l y  t he  f i r s t  recommendat ion  s hou ld  be
pr io r i t i zed ,  wh ich  f ocu se s  on  ensu r i ng



d i ve r se  groups  o f  A fghan  women
mean ing f u l l y  par t i c ipa te  i n  peace  ta l k s ,
i nc l ud i ng  as  nego t ia to r s :  now  conso l ida ted
th rough  advocacy  f o r  t he  es tab l i s hmen t
and  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  t he  I AWC .

I V .  A  Nat iona l  Ac t ion  P lan  f o r  Peace
(NAPP )
Th i s  peace  proces s  mus t  be  accompan ied
w i t h  a  wr i t ten  commi tmen t  t o  no t  on l y
women  bu t  broader  A fghan  c i v i l  soc ie t y ;
t he  impor tance  o f  ga in i ng  pub l i c  s uppor t
fo r  any  agreemen t  reached  canno t  be
ove r s ta ted .  Th i s  pub l i c  engagemen t
s t ra tegy  i s  a  two fo ld  i n i t i a t i ve  t ha t  both
a ims  t o  addre s s  where  ANAP  l e f t  o f f ,  wh i l e
a l so  co l labo ra t i ng  wi th  key  med ia  ou t l e t s
to  c rea te  a  regu la r  pub l i ca t ion  t ha t
c i r cu la te s  t he  i deas  and  per spec t i ve s  o f
a l l  c i t i zen s  on  GoIRA ’ s  progre s s  t oward
peace .  Th i s  e f fec t i ve l y  g i ve s  c i t i zen s  t he i r
own  sea t  at  t he  tab le  wh i l e  a l so  g i v i ng
Go IRA  a  f i nge r  on  t he  i n va l uab le  pu l se  o f
pub l i c  percep t ion .  The  NAPP  mus t  f i r s t
rec t i f y  ANAP ’ s  s ho r tcom ings  i n  addre s s i ng
d i sa rmamen t ,  t he  pro l i f e ra t ion  o f  weapons ,
and  t he  i l l ega l  drug  t rade .  The  pub l i c
engagemen t  por t i on  o f  t he  NAPP  s hou ld
a im  t o  a l l ow  A fghan  c i t i zen s '  v iews  on  t he
peace  proces s  t o  c i rcu la te  f r ee l y  and
wide l y  t h rough  a  s t ra teg ic  par tne r s h ip
w i t h  re spec ted  news  organ i za t ion s .

Phase  3 :  2025 -2026
V .  Women ’ s  Conven t ion  on  t he  P rog re s s  o f
Peace  i n  A fghan i s tan
I n  l ook i ng  t oward  t he  l a t te r  ha l f  o f  t he
decade ,  t he  mos t  pragmat ic  approach  i s
t o  recogn i ze  t ha t  cu r ren t  prob lems  may
no t  re f l ec t  f u t u re  needs .  Be fo re  t he  end  o f
2025 ,  t he  I AWC  s hou ld  coord i na te  wi th  t he
A fghan i s tan  Di rec to ra te  o f  Human  R igh t s  &
Women ’ s  I n te rna t iona l  A f fa i r s  t o  hos t  two
con fe rences  whereby  a  min imum  o f  f i ve
fema le  de legate s  f r om  each  o f  t he  34
prov i nce s  par t i c ipa te  i n  work shops
cu ra ted  t o  e l i c i t  f eedback  on  t he  progre s s
o f  t he  nego t ia t i on s  t h u s  fa r .  The  f eedback
gene ra ted  s hou ld  l ead  t he  deve lopmen t  o f
c r i t i ca l  and  rea l i s t i c  ob jec t i ve s  f o r  t he
fo l l ow ing  f i ve  year s  i n  a  new  and  imp roved  

ANAP .  The se  ob jec t i ve s  s hou ld  mi r ro r  t he
two -year  max imum  imp lemen ta t ion  cyc le
ou t l i ned  above .  Th i s  pat te rn  o f  aud i t i ng
and  imp lemen ta t ion  mus t  con t i n ue  un t i l
peace  and  s tab i l i t y  have  l a s ted  e igh t
p re s iden t ia l  t e rms .

Conc lu s ion
I f  peace  i s  t o  be  ach ieved  i n
A fghan i s tan ,  we  mus t  reconc i l e  wi th  t he
unce r ta i n t y  o f  what  i s  t o  come  i n  t he
nex t  decade  by  ensu r i ng  t ha t  above  a l l
e l se ,  we  ho ld  a l l  par t i e s  accoun tab le  t o
t he i r  commi tmen t s ,  par t i cu la r l y  t ho se  t o
wh ich  t hey  are  l ega l l y  and
cons t i t u t i ona l l y  bound .  I f  we  rema in
s tead fa s t  i n  t ho se  ob jec t i ve s ,  we  may
ye t  cas t  o f f  t he  s hack le s  o f  archa ic
t rad i t i on s  o f  oppre s s i on  — secu r i ng  t he
mean ing f u l  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  women  i n  a l l
a spec t s  o f  soc ie t y— and  consequen t l y ,  a
marked l y  br igh te r  f u t u re  f o r  a l l  o f
A fghan i s tan  and  t he  wor ld .

Abou t  t he  Au tho r
Samantha  Hubner  i s  a  Mas te r s  cand ida te
a t  t he  F le tche r  Schoo l  o f  Law  and
D ip lomacy ,  as  par t  o f  t he  Map  You r  Fu t u re
pa thway .  I n  add i t i on  t o  he r  s t ud ie s ,
Saman tha  a l so  cu r ren t l y  work s  as  a
S tuden t  Ana l y s t  wi th  t he  I n s t i t u te  f o r
Bu s i ne s s  i n  t he  Globa l  Contex t  Dig i ta l
P lane t ,  wi th  a  re sea rch  f ocu s  on  d ig i ta l
t r u s t ,  d i s i n fo rmat ion ,  and  t he  ro le  o f  b ig  

data  as  i t  per ta i n s  t o
reconc i l i ng  t he  g loba l
d ig i ta l  d i v ide .  She
a l so  work s  as  a  Sen io r
Consu l tan t  i n  Globa l
Secu r i t y  at  t ech  s ta r t -
up  P rem i se  Data ,
where  he r  por t fo l i o
spans  A f r i ca ,  Eu rope ,
Sou th  Amer ica ,  and
Sou theas t  As ia ;  i t  i s      
he r  ongo ing  work  i n

A fghan i s tan  at  P rem i se ,  a longs ide  he r
ex ten s i ve  work  i n  women ’ s  empowermen t
bo th  domes t i c  and  abroad ,  t ha t  i n sp i red
th i s  p iece .



A

As  more  na t ion s  and  pr i va te  compan ie s
become  space - fa r i ng ,  and  as  human
su r v i va l  becomes  i nc reas i ng l y  dependen t
on  space -based  capab i l i t i e s ,
main ta i n i ng  a  c lea r  path  f o r  f r ee  acces s ,
u se ,  and  exp lo ra t ion  o f  space  i s
e s sen t ia l .  Bu t  one  o f  t he  grea te s t
roadb lock s  t o  t h i s  progre s s  f o r
co rpo ra t ion s  and  gove rnmen t s  a l i ke  i s  a
se l f -c rea ted  one :  t he  grow ing  t h rea t  o f
space  debr i s .  With  more  space  acto r s
launch i ng  eve r - i nc reas i ng  number s  o f
space  ob jec t s ,  sa te l l i t e s ,  and  sa te l l i t e
con s te l la t i on s ,  t he  grea te r  t he  r i s k  f o r
co l l i s i on s  and  t he  c rea t ion  o f  add i t i ona l
space  debr i s .

2018  es t imate s  by  t he  Eu ropean  Space
Agency  (ESA )  s howed  t ha t  j u s t  s i x
pe rcen t  o f  space  ob jec t s ,  i n  t he  a l ready
c rowded  Low  Ear t h  Orb i t  ( LEO ) ,  were
f unc t ion i ng  sa te l l i t e s  or  o the r
f unc t ion i ng  space  ob jec t s .  The  re s t  o f
t he  cata logued  ob jec t s  were  non -
opera t iona l  sa te l l i t e s ,  expended  l a unch
mechan i sms  or  broken  par t s  o f  space
c ra f t ,  and  debr i s  f r om  co l l i s i on s ,
weapons  t e s t s ,  and  exp lo s ion s .
Accord i ng  t o  NASA ,  LEO  i s  now
cons ide red  t he  “wor ld ’ s  l a rges t  garbage
dump , ”  l i t t e red  wi th  mi l l i on s  o f  p ieces  o f
debr i s  t rave l l i ng  at  speeds  o f  up  t o
18 ,000  mi le s  per  hou r .  Many  sc ien t i s t s
and  po l i c ymake r s  f ea r  t ha t  as  act i v i t i e s
i n  space  produc i ng  space  debr i s
i nc rease ,  a  “ se l f - s u s ta i ned  co l l i s i ona l     
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cascad ing  proces s ”  known  as  t he  Kes s l e r
Synd rome  wi l l  rende r  some  o f  Ear t h ’ s
o rb i t s  comp le te l y  unu sab le .

Some  po l i c ymake r s  l ook  t o  t he
i n te rna t iona l  l ega l  f ramework  t o
addre s s  t he  cha l l enge  o f  space  debr i s .
The  i n te rna t iona l  l ega l  f ramework ,  made
up  o f  f i ve  co re  t r ea t ie s  gove rn i ng  space
ac t i v i t i e s ,  has  no t  been  updated  s i nce
1979  and  does  no t  i nc l ude  any  b ind i ng
lega l  proh ib i t i on  or  l im i ta t i on
spec i f i ca l l y  re levan t  t o  space  debr i s  -
t he  t e rm  space  debr i s  i s  ne i t he r  de f i ned
no r  re fe renced  i n  any  o f  t he  f i ve
t rea t ie s .  

Whi le  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  new  b ind i ng
lega l  requ i remen t s  has  been  s tagnan t ,
t he  UN  Commi t tee  f o r  t he  Peace fu l  Uses
o f  Oute r  Space  (UNCOPUOS )  and  t he
I n te r -Agency  Space  Debr i s  Coord i na t ion   
Commi t tee  ( I ADC )  have  been  re la t i ve l y  



s ucces s f u l  i n  deve lop i ng  non -b ind i ng  debr i s -mi t iga t ion  no rms .  Whi le  t he se  are  non -
b ind i ng  measu re s ,  t hey  are  i n tended  t o  be  and  have  been  i nco rpo ra ted  i n to
na t iona l  l eg i s la t i on  o f  mu l t ip le  key  space  ac to r s  i nc l ud i ng  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s ,  Ru s s ia ,
and  Canada .  Many  emerg i ng  space  na t ion s  have  expre s sed  s uppor t  f o r  t he  no rms
even  t hough  t hey  have  no t  ye t  enac ted  imp lemen t i ng  l eg i s la t i on ,  c rea t i ng  a  pos i t i ve
ou t l ook  f o r  a  s tab le  and  equ i tab le  space  s u s ta i nab i l i t y  f ramework  t ha t  cou ld
even t ua l l y  sca le  up  t o  t he  l e ve l  o f  t r ea t y  or  cu s tomary  i n te rna t iona l  l aw .

Howeve r ,  s t ud ie s  per fo rmed  by  t he  I ADC  and  co r robo ra ted  by  t he  H2020 -ReDSH IFT
p ro jec t  po in t  t o  t he  fac t  t ha t  t he  mi t iga t ion  e f fo r t s  con ta i ned  i n  t he  non -b ind i ng
IADC  no rms  “wi l l  no t  be  enough  t o  reve r se  t he  negat i ve  t r end  i n  t he  mos t  u sed
orb i t s . ”  Rathe r ,  t he  s t ud ie s  as se r t  t he  need  f o r  robu s t  remed ia t ion  and  remova l
i n i t i a t i ve s  t o  de -c l u t te r  t he  env i ronmen t .

The  Eu ropean  Space  Agency  (ESA )  has  taken  an  ac t i ve  ro le  i n  push i ng  remova l
schemes  f o rward  v ia  i t s  Ac t i ve  Debr i s  Remova l  /  I n -Orb i t  Se r v i c i ng  Clean  Space
In i t ia t i ve .  So  fa r ,  ESA  has  on l y  unde r taken  mi s s i on s  t o  conduc t  “orb i ta l  captu re s ”  o f   
“coopera t i ve ,  f u l l y -con t ro l l ed  ta rge t  ob jec t s ”  as  opposed  t o  debr i s  wh ich  i s
u ncon t ro l l ed .  Bu t  i n  December  2020 ,  ESA  announced  i t  had  awarded  an  $86  mi l l i on
do l la r  con t rac t  t o  a  pr i va te  Sw i s s  company ,  ClearSpace ,  wh ich  wi l l  car r y  ou t  a
mi s s i on  t o  captu re  an  uncon t ro l l ed  debr i s  i t em ,  known  as  a  Vespa ,  wh ich  was  l e f t  i n
“gradua l  d i sposa l  orb i t ”  af te r  i t  prope l l ed  Eu rope ’ s  Vega  l a unch  veh ic le  i n to  space
in  2013 .  ClearSpace ’ s  captu re  t echno logy  capsu le  wi l l  u se  robo t i c  arms  t o  ne t  t he
Vespa  debr i s  be fo re  de -orb i t i ng  and  sa fe l y  d i s i n teg ra t i ng  i n  t he  atmosphe re .

Computer Generated Image of Objects Tracked by NASA 
Source: NASA Orbital Debris Program Office (Image in the Public Domain) 



Abou t  t he  Au tho rESA  and  ClearSpace  hope  t he  mi s s i on
w i l l  se r ve  as  a  bus i ne s s  t e s t -case  f o r  a
prac t i ce  t ha t  wi l l  one  day  be
commonp lace .  I ndeed ,  ClearSpace  i s
no t  t he  on l y  company  seek i ng  a  p iece
o f  t he  debr i s - remova l  marke t .  The
Japan -based  company ,  As t ro sca le ,  has
a  s im i la r  mi s s i on  t o  ClearSpace  and
p lan s  t o  o f fe r  i n -orb i t  se r v i c i ng  and
re s to ra t ion  o f  sa te l l i t e s  a long  wi th
end -o f - l i f e  se r v i ce s  and  ac t i ve  debr i s
remova l .

Whi le  commerc ia l  deve lopmen t  s t i l l
o u t -paces  regu la to r y  and  l ega l
deve lopmen t ,  t he  adven t  o f  t he se  space
debr i s  remova l  compan ie s  has  t he
po ten t ia l  t o  prov ide  so l u t i on s  f r om  t he
p r i va te  sec to r  t ha t  are  a  s tep  ahead .
The i r  proac t i v i t y  i n  t he  face  o f  l ega l
con f u s i on  may  ac tua l l y  save  i ndu s t r y
and  s ta te  ac to r s  f r om  t he i r  own  se l f -
c rea ted  prob lem  o f  ove rc rowd ing  i n
space  where  t he  l ega l  s y s tem  fa l l s
s ho r t .  Regu la t i on  on  an  i n te rna t iona l
sca le  and  coopera t ion  i s  s t i l l  needed ,
bu t  i n nova t ion  cou ld  be  t he  ho ld -ove r
so l u t i on  un t i l  l ega l  no rms  ca tch  up .

F iona  Dav i s ,  a  na t i ve  o f  Manches te r -by -
t he -Sea ,  MA ,  gradua ted  f r om  Harva rd
Un i ve r s i t y  i n  2018  wi th  a  concen t ra t ion
i n  Governmen t ,  secondary  i n  Hi s to r y ,  and
c i ta t i on  i n  F rench .  Her  unde rg radua te
re sea rch  i nc l udes  work  on  Eu ropean
memory  l aws ,  uncond i t i ona l  s u r rende r
and  i t s  e f fec t  on  i n te rna t iona l  human
r igh t s  l aw ,  and  l egac ie s  o f  F rench
co lon ia l i sm .   

I n te rna t iona l  Bar  As soc ia t i on .  She
re t u r ned  t o  Bos ton  i n  2019  t o  ga in  l ega l
expe r ience  at  The  Bra t t l e  Group ,  an
in te rna t iona l  economic  consu l t i ng  and
exper t  wi tne s s  f i rm ,  be fo re  s ta r t i ng
g radua te  schoo l .  She  i s  now  pu r s u i ng  a
mas te r ’ s  degree  wi th  a  f ocu s  on  space
law  and  po l i c y  at  The  Tu f t s  F le tche r
Schoo l  o f  Law  and  Dip lomacy .

A f te r  gradua t ion ,
s he  worked  abroad
conduc t i ng  re sea rch
on  con te s ted
h i s to r i ca l  monumen t s
w i t h  t he  I n s t i t u te  f o r
H i s to r i ca l  Ju s t i ce
and  Reconc i l i a t i on
i n  The  Hague ,
Nethe r lands ,
Sa l zbu rg  Globa l
Sem ina r  i n  Sa l zbu rg ,
Au s t r ia ,  and  t he  
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T
I .  I n t roduc t ion
The  Eu ropean  Un ion ’ s  ro le  as  an  ac to r
on  t he  g loba l  scene  i s  at  a  c ro s s roads
be tween  cha l l enges  and  oppor t un i t i e s .
S t ra teg ica l l y ,  a  ta rge t  d i rec t ion  has
been  env i saged ,  bu t  t he  ques t i on  o f
whe the r  t he  Un ion  wi l l  have  t he
capac i t y  t o  s tee r  i t s  po l i t i c s  and
po l i c ie s  accord i ng l y  i s  ye t  t o  be
answered .  I n te rna t iona l  power  re la t i on s
a re  chang ing  at  an  unp receden ted
pace ,  and  t he  se t  o f  t oo l s  mas te red  by
the  EU  t o  nav iga te  t he  pos t -Wor ld  War
I I  ‘ l i be ra l  wor ld  orde r ’  i s n ’ t  f i t  f o r
pu rpose  anymore .  

T rad i t i ona l  d ip lomacy  and  i n te rna t iona l
mu l t i l a te ra l  coopera t ion  are  be ing
ove rhau led  by  compet i t i on  and
t ran sac t ion -based  re la t i on s ,  wh i l e  t he
va l ue s  o f  peace  and  co l l ec t i ve  s ha red
growth  are  i nc reas i ng l y  met  by  p l ung i ng
po l i t i ca l  s uppor t .  Consequen t l y ,  i n
re spon se  t o  t he se  g loba l  t r ends ,  t he  EU
i s  recon s ide r i ng  i t s  geopo l i t i ca l
s t ra tegy .  Core  t o  t h i s  proces s  o f  re fo rm
i s  t he  concept  o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy ,
wh ich  f i r s t  emerged  i n  t he  90s  i n  t he
con tex t  o f  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  t he
Common  Secu r i t y  and  Defence  Po l i c y
and  i s  now  en joy i ng  renewed  po l i t i ca l
a t ten t i on .   

A l t hough  consen su s  ove r  t he  prec i se
mean ing  o f  ‘ s t ra teg ic  au tonomy ’  i s  s t i l l
ma tu r i ng ,  t ho rough  and  f o rward - l ook i ng
de f i n i t i on s  o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy  have
none the le s s  been  advanced .  Fo r  t he
pu rpose s  o f  t h i s  paper ,  we  wi l l  draw
upon  t he  f ram ing  proposed  by  Jo seph
Bor re l l ,  t he  EU  High  Repre sen ta t i ve  f o r
Fo re ign  A f fa i r s  and  Secu r i t y  Po l i c y .  Hi s
de f i n i t i on  re i te ra te s  t he  impor tance  o f
t he  EU  t o  be  pre sen t  and  ac t i ve  where
i t s  i n te re s t s  are ,  wh i l e  con t i n u i ng  t o
t r u s t  i n ,  and  deve lop ,  i n te rna t iona l
mu l t i l a te ra l  re la t i on s .   

A  c lea r  unde r s tand ing  o f  what  i s  at
s take  i s  es sen t ia l  t o  f o s te r  pos i t i ve
po l i c ymak i ng  at  t he  EU  l e ve l ,  hence  t he  

re levance  o f  t he  recen t  de f i n i t i ona l
debate .  Ye t ,  ove r  t he  cou r se  o f  t he  pas t
yea r ,  t he  med ia t i c  d imens ion  o f  t h i s
seman t i c s -or ien ted  d i scu s s i on  has
reached  a  po in t  o f  redundancy  and
many  obse r ve r s  advocate  f o r  a
reo r ien ta t ion  o f  t he  po l i t i ca l  f ocu s
towards  a  more  opera t iona l  d imens ion
o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy .  I n  t h i s  re spec t ,
t he  mos t  re levan t  and  dynamic  po l i c y
a rea  i s  ce r ta i n l y  t he  Common  Secu r i t y
and  Defence  Po l i c y ,  wi th i n  wh ich
i nnova t i ve  i n s t r umen t s  are  be ing
deve loped  and  imp lemen ted  wi th  t he
pu rpose  o f  s t reng then i ng  t he  EU ' s  own
s t ra teg ic  capab i l i t i e s .

The re fo re ,  cons ide r i ng  t he  con tex t ua l ,
t heo re t i ca l  and  po l i c y  d imens ion s  o f  t he
ongo ing  debate  on  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy ,
t h i s  paper  wi l l  f i r s t  f ocu s  on  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  s uch  debate  and  on  how  i t
ha s  been  dec l i ned  i n  re la t i on  t o  t he
chang ing  t r ends  o f  g loba l i sm  (Sec t ion
I ) ,  wh i l e  a l so  i nqu i r i ng  t he  spec i f i c
i n s t r umen t s  t ha t  t he  EU  i s  imp lemen t i ng
i n  t he  area  o f  secu r i t y  and  de fence
(Sec t ion  I I ) .  The  ana l y s i s  wi l l  h igh l igh t
t he  reason s  and  pro spec t s  o f  t he
cu r ren t  es sen t ia l  d i scou r se  on  t he  EU
capac i t y  t o  have  an  au tho r i ta t i ve  vo ice
i n  t he  chang ing  g loba l  scena r io .  

I I .  Globa l i sm  and  Eu ropean  S t ra teg ic
Au tonomy :  Reasons  and  Background
o f  an  Ongo ing  Di scu s s ion  

A  concept  o f ten  u sed  t o  desc r ibe  ou r
t imes  i s  ‘acce le ra t ion . ’  The  i dea  o f
i nc reas i ng l y  fa s t  proces se s  f o s te red  by
techno log ica l  i n nova t ion  has  i n sp i red
the  work  o f  c rea t i ve s  and  ph i l o sophe r s
s i nce  t he  ear l y  Twen t ie t h  Centu r y .  More
recen t l y  t h i s  i dea  has  mig ra ted  f r om  t he
wor ld  o f  avan t -garde  specu la t i on  t o
t ha t  o f  sc ience .  Apar t  f r om  obv iou s
re fe rences  t o  eng inee r i ng ,  quan tum
phy s i c s ,  and  mathemat i c s ,  t he  speed  by
wh ich  proces se s  can  be  ana l y sed  has
been  fac to red  i n  as  a  va r iab le  by  many
soc ia l  sc iences ,  as  we l l  as  by  t he  wor ld
o f  po l i t i c s .  



I n  t he  f i e ld  o f  i n te rna t iona l  re la t i on s ,  i n
fac t ,  t he  cogn i zance  t ha t  t he  pos t -WWI I
s y s tem  o f  power  d i s t r ibu t i on  between
i n te rna t iona l  mu l t i l a te ra l  organ i za t ion s
–  known  as  t he  ‘ l i be ra l  wor ld  orde r ’  –  i s
no  l onge r  s u i tab le  t o  re f l ec t  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  t he  power  re la t i on s  between
sove re ign s ;  t h i s  has  l ed  t o  a  f e r ven t
d i scu s s i on  abou t  re fo rm  a l te rna t i ve s .  On
i s s ue s  s uch  as  t rade ,  t he  pro tec t ion  o f
t he  env i ronmen t ,  peacekeep ing ,  and
f i nance ,  t he  i n te rna t iona l  organ i za t ion s
c rea ted  t o  secu re  economic  and  mi l i ta r y
s tab i l i t y  around  t he  wor ld  have  en te red
a  phase  o f  f u nc t i ona l  s ta l l .  The  po l i t i ca l
v i s i on  t ha t  l ed  t o  t he i r  c rea t ion  has  no t
kep t  up  wi th  t he  pace  o f  h i s to r y ,  and  no
longe r  cons ide r s  t he  mu l t ipo la r i t y  o f
con tempora r y  g loba l  po l i t i c s  as  we l l  as
the  emerg i ng  cha l l enges  t ha t  t h i s  pose s .   

i s  recogn i zed  by  a l l  i n vo l ved  ac to r s ,
con f idence  i n  t he i r  opera t iona l
capab i l i t i e s  i s  at  a  h i s to r i ca l  l ow ,  and
po l i t i ca l  s tances  po in t i ng  t owards
power -based  re la t i on s  and  i s o la t i on i sm
are  i nc reas i ng l y  ga in i ng  s uppor t .
Emb lemat i c  i n  t h i s  sen se  are  Brex i t  and
the  U .S .  admin i s t ra t i on ' s  wi thd rawa l ,
unde r  P re s iden t  Dona ld  T r ump ,  f r om  t he
Par i s  Agreemen t  and  f r om  t he  Jo i n t
Comprehen s i ve  P lan  o f  Ac t ion  wi th  I ran .
Amids t  a  gene ra l i zed  sen se  o f
pe rce i ved  ‘ i n secu r i t y ’  due  t o  t he  cu r ren t
t rends  o f  g loba l i sm ,  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion
has  tab led  a  proces s  o f  i n te rna l
re f l ec t i on  on  i t s  geopo l i t i ca l  ro le .  Core
to  t h i s  d i scu s s i on  are  t he  concept  o f
‘ s t ra teg ic  au tonomy ’  and  t he  as sumpt ion
tha t ,  i n  orde r  t o  be  a  g loba l  p laye r  i n
today ’ s  i n te rna t iona l  scena r io ,  t he  
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The  cen t re  o f  grav i t y  o f  t he  g loba l
economy  has  s h i f t ed  Eas t  and  l i be ra l
democrac ie s  face  t h rea t s  wh ich  escape
conven t iona l  c la s s i f i ca t ion s .  Whi le  t he
u rgency  t o  re imag ine  t he  f u nc t i on s  and
opera t ion s  o f  i n te rna t iona l  organ i za t ion s
s uch  as  NATO ,  t he  Wor ld  T rade
Organ i za t ion ,  t he  Wor ld  Hea l t h
Organ i za t ion ,  and  t he  UN  Secu r i t y
Counc i l ,  and  make  t hem  ‘ f i t  f o r  pu rpose , ’  

Un ion  needs  t o  be  more
‘au tonomous ’  v i s -à - v i s  i t s
i n te rna t iona l  par tne r s  wh i l e
ma in ta i n i ng  i t s  commi tmen t
to  mu l t i l a te ra l i sm  and
coopera t ion .  S i nce  power
imba lances  between  g loba l
ac to r s  are  i nc reas i ng ,  many
po l i t i ca l  ana l y s t s  f o re see  an
inc reas i ng l y  compet i t i ve
and  t ran sac t ion -or ien ted
wor ld .  P rov ided  t ha t  t he
EU ’ s  i n te rna t iona l  i n f l uence
i s  s h r i n k i ng ,  secu r i ng  enough
nego t ia t i on  power  t o
i n te rac t  at  t he  same  l e ve l
w i t h  t he  main  g loba l  ac to r s
o f  t he  coming  year s  i s  t o  be
cons ide red  a  neces s i t y  o f
“po l i t i ca l  s u r v i va l ” .

S t ra teg ic  au tonomy  i s  no t  a  new
concept .  I t s  or ig i n s  can  be  t raced  back
to  t he  d i scu s s i on  t ha t  t ook  p lace  i n  t he
la te  1990s  abou t  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  a
common  Eu ropean  secu r i t y  and  de fence
po l i c y .  A  good  re fe rence  t o
con tex t ua l i ze  t he  i dea  o f  s t ra teg ic
au tonomy  i n  t he  pos t -Co ld  War  Eu rope
i s  Ar t i c l e  2 . 1  o f  t he  Sa in t -Malo
Dec la ra t ion  –  a  documen t  s igned  by  t he



and  t o  ac t  accord i ng  t o  one ’ s  own  va l ue s
and  i n te re s t s . ”  Beyond  t he  ongo ing
de f i n i t i ona l  d i scu s s i on ,  howeve r ,  many
obse r ve r s  have  no ted  t ha t  t he  rea l
cha l l enge  at  t h i s  po in t  i s  t ran s la t i ng  t he
idea  o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy  i n to  conc re te
po l i c y  measu re s  and  f i nd i ng  an
agreemen t  on  t he  depth  o f  t he  au tonomy
des i red .  Th i s  i s  no t  an  easy  ta s k ,
cons ide r i ng  how  d i f fe ren t l y  r i s k s  and
th rea t s  are  perce i ved  acro s s  t he  EU  due
to  geograph ica l  and  h i s to r i ca l
pecu l ia r i t i e s  o f  i t s  Member  S ta te s .
   

Br i t i s h  P r ime  Min i s te r  Tony  B la i r  and
F rench  P re s iden t  Jacques  Ch i rac  i n
1998 ,  and  i n tended  t o  advance  t he
c rea t ion  o f  a  Eu ropean  Common
Secu r i t y  and  Defence  Po l i c y  (CSDP )  –
wh ich  s ta te s  t ha t  “ [… ]  t he  Un ion  mus t
have  t he  capac i t y  f o r  au tonomous
ac t ion ,  backed  up  by  c red ib le  mi l i ta r y
fo rce s ,  t he  means  t o  dec ide  t o  u se
them ,  and  a  read ine s s  t o  do  so . ”
Cons ide r i ng  t he  s ho r tcom ings  wh ich  l ed
the  Eu ropean  Commun i t y  t o  p lay  a
marg ina l  ro le  i n  t he  Kosovo  War  wh i l e
leav i ng  room  t o  t he  mi l i ta r y
i n te r ven t ion  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s ,
ta l k i ng  abou t  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy  at
t ha t  t ime  mean t  d i rec t l y  ques t i on i ng
the  ro le  p layed  by  t he  US  i n  Eu rope  and
the  qua l i t y  o f  t he  re la t i on s  between  t he
Commun i t y  and  i t s  t ran sa t lan t i c  a l l i e s .

A f te r  a  h ia t u s  o f  f i f t een  year s  and  i n  a
rad ica l l y  d i f fe ren t  g loba l  scena r io ,  t he
concept  o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy
reappeared  i n  t he  2016  EU  Globa l
S t ra tegy  and  has  s i nce  en joyed
inc reas i ng  popu la r i t y  i n  t he  Eu ropean
po l i t i ca l  d i scou r se .  Coheren t l y  wi th  t he
wor ldw ide  deepen i ng  o f  i n te r - s ta te
dependenc ie s ,  t oday ,  t he  i dea  o f
s t ra teg ic  au tonomy  ca l l s  i n to  ques t i on
a  much  broader  range  o f  po l i c ie s .  Seen
as  t he  evo l u t i on  o f  t he  ac tua l  concept
o f  s t ra teg ic  au tonomy  compared  t o  i t s
seman t i ca l  or ig i n s ,  i t  f o l l ows  t ha t  i t  i s
i nc reas i ng l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  reach
con sen su s  ove r  an  agreed -upon
de f i n i t i on .  Moreove r ,  t he  concept ’ s
popu la r i t y  i n  pub l i c  d i scou r se  pre sen t s
t he  conc re te  r i s k  o f  wate r i ng  down  i t s
po l i t i ca l  f ocu s  and  t u r n i ng  i t  f r om  a
programmat ic  pr i nc ip le  i n to  a  f i gu re  o f
speech .  P rov ided  t ha t  consen su s  ove r
t he  prec i se  mean ing  o f  s t ra teg ic
au tonomy  i s  s t i l l  t o  be  matu red ,  as  o f
today  t he  mos t  conv i nc i ng  de f i n i t i on
has  been  advanced  by  Jo seph  Bor re l l ,
who  s ta ted  t ha t  “Au tonomy  s hou ld  no t
imp l y  t o ta l  i ndependence  or  i s o la t i on
f rom  t he  re s t  o f  t he  wor ld .  Rathe r ,  i t
r e fe r s  t o  an  ab i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  f o r  onese l f  

I n  t he  at tempt  t o  opt im i ze  t he  e f fo r t s  i n
te rms  o f  capab i l i t i e s ,  t he  new
Coord i na ted  Annua l  Rev iew  on  Defence
car r i ed  ou t  by  t he  Eu ropean  Defence
Agency  s hou ld  nu r t u re  cohe rence  o f
Member  S ta te s ’  e f fo r t s  and  prov ide  a
p ic t u re  o f  t he  secu r i t y  and  de fence
de f i c ienc ie s  at  EU  l e ve l .  Add i t i ona l l y ,
t he  brand -new  ‘S t ra teg ic  Compas s ’
s hou ld  update  t he  l e ve l  o f  amb i t i on  and
the  po l i t i ca l  pr io r i t i e s  o f  CSDP  on  a
sy s temat i c  bas i s .  

The  vo l ume  o f  po l i c y  produc t ion  i s
u np receden ted ,  and  t he  expec ted
ou tcomes  appear  c lea r :  a  h ighe r  degree
o f  i n te rope rab i l i t y ;  a  more  compet i t i ve
and  re s i l i en t  c ro s s -borde r  de fence
indu s t r ia l  base ;  and  an  enhanced
med ium  t o  l ong  t e rm  p lann i ng  capac i t y .
I f  PESCO ’ s  c l u s te r  arch i tec t u re  prove s
e f fec t i ve  enough  t o  addre s s  t he  EU ’ s
s ho r t fa l l s  and  sa t i s f y  Member  S ta te s ’
needs ,  one  can  expec t  an  i nc remen ta l



engagemen t  i n  co l labo ra t i ve  de fence
prog ram  and ,  i n  gene ra l ,  an  i nc reased
w i l l i ngnes s  o f  t he  Member  S ta te s  t o
opera te  wi th i n  t he  CSDP ’ s  borde r s .

On  both  s ho re s  o f  t he  A t lan t i c ,  many
have  denounced  t he  r i s k  o f  dup l i ca t ion
o f  t he  e f fo r t s  and  re sou rce s  t ha t  t he
EU ’ s  renewed  ac t i v i sm  wou ld  en ta i l .
The se  remark s  can  be  d i sm i s sed  as
un founded :  bes ide s  t he  spec i f i c
p rov i s i on s  mean t  t o  s ynch ron i ze  as  much
as  pos s ib le  t he  CSDP ’ s  pr io r i t i e s  wi th
t ho se  o f  NATO ,  t he  se t  o f  means  at  t he
d i sposa l  o f  t he  CSDP  i s  s t i l l  fa r  f r om
be ing  ab le  t o  sa t i s f y  t he  l e ve l  o f
amb i t i on  se t  by  t he  EU  Globa l  S t ra tegy
o f  2016  and ,  more  gene ra l l y ,  t o  at ta i n
t he  u l t ima te  pu rpose  o f  t he  CSDP  l ag s
beh i nd  t o  s uch  an  ex ten t ,  t ha t  any  new
in s t r umen t s  added  t o  i t s  t oo lbox  s hou ld
be  cons ide red  pos i t i ve l y .  The  r i s k s  o f
ove r lap  and  dup l i ca t ion  are  fa l se
i s s ue s .   

S im i la r  conce rn s  have  been  ra i sed  i n
re la t i on  t o  t he  l a unch  o f  t he  Mi l i ta r y
P lann i ng  and  Conduc t  Capab i l i t y
(MPCC )  wh ich ,  f o l l ow ing  some
obse r ve r s ’  op in ion ,  cove red  up  t he
p ro jec t  o f  a  f u l l - sca le  Eu ropean
Command  and  Cont ro l  s t r uc t u re .  The
ques t i on  o f  t he  EU ’ s  command  and
con t ro l  s t r uc t u re s  was  i ndeed  at  t he
co re  o f  t he  debate  on  ‘ s t ra teg ic
au tonomy ’  i n  t he  1990s ,  t o  t he  ex ten t
t ha t  t he  new  sma l l  un i t  cons t i t u ted
w i t h i n  t he  EEAS  has  been  accu sed  o f
i n s t iga t i ng  con f l i c t  wi th  NATO ’ s  Sup reme
Headquar te r s  A l l i ed  Power s  Eu rope
(SHAPE ) .

Both  examp le s  f o l l ow  t he  na r ra t ion ,
permeat i ng  t he  l ong - t e rm  v i s i on  o f  EU ’ s
ro le  as  a  cen t ra l  ac to r  i n  i n te rna t iona l
secu r i t y ,  wh ich  has  been  recen t l y
s yn t he s i zed  by  Jo seph  Bor re l l ’ s  ph ra se
“wi th  par tne r s  whereve r  pos s ib le ,  a lone
when  neces sa r y . ”  Enab l i ng  Member
S ta te s ’  capac i t y  t o  ac t  j o i n t l y  wi l l  no t  –
and  canno t  –  l ead  t o  t he  s upp lan ta t ion
o f  NATO .  On  t he  con t ra r y ,  i t  i s  abou t
be i ng  capab le  o f  comp lemen t i ng  i t s
ac t ion  and  i n te r ven i ng  when  po l i t i ca l
s uppor t  i s  l ack i ng  f r om  t he  o the r  s ide  o f
t he  A t lan t i c .

I V .  Conc lu s ion
The  po l i c y  i n s t r umen t s  ana l y sed  above
c lea r l y  s how  t he  wi l l i ngnes s  o f  t he
Un ion  and  i t s  Member  S ta te s  t o  work
towards  t he  rea l i za t ion  o f  a  common
de fence .  The  way  f o rward  i s  l ong  and
s t rewn  wi th  obs tac le s  bu t ,  i f  compared
to  what  t he  Common  Secu r i t y  and
Defence  Po l i c y  u sed  t o  be  i n  t he  f i r s t
decade  o f  t he  2000s ,  t he  re s u l t s
ach ieved  ove r  t he  l a s t  f i ve  year s
con s t i t u te  a  quan tum  l eap .  The  reason s
unde rp i nn i ng  t he  evo l u t i on  and
t ran s fo rmat ion  o f  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion ' s
geopo l i t i ca l  s t ra tegy  are  comp lex  and
mu l t i face ted .  Conv i nc i ng  argumen t s
can ,  howeve r ,  be  deve loped

Th i s  l og ic  wou ld  t h u s  j u s t i f y  t he  l a unch
o f  some  o f  PESCO ’ s  pro jec t s  t ha t
re semb le  ear l i e r  EU  i n i t i a t i ve s .  A l t hough
i t  i s  s t i l l  t oo  ear l y  t o  know  what  f o rm  i t
w i l l  take ,  t he  Cr i s i s  Response  Opera t ion
Core  (CROC )  seems  t o  cha l l enge  t he
mode l  o f  i n te r ven t ion  f o rce  o f  t he  EU
Bat t l eg roups ,  or  at  l ea s t  add  f u r t he r
comp lex i t y  t o  EU ’ s  ca ta logue  o f
i n s t r umen t s .



Abou t  t he  Au tho r s

Arcange lo  Leone  de  Cas t r i s  i s  a
pos tg radua te  s t uden t  at  t he  Co l lege  o f
Eu rope  i n  Bruges ,  where  he  s t ud ie s
Eu ropean  po l i t i c s  and  gove rnance .  He
ho ld s  a  mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  l aw  f r om
Boccon i  Un i ve r s i t y  and  se r ved  f o r  one
year  as  Acc red i ted   Par l iamen ta r y
A s s i s tan t  at  t he  Eu ropean  i n  Bru s se l s .  I n
pa ra l l e l  wi th  h i s  l aw  s t ud ie s ,  Arcange lo
a l so  worked  as  cu ra to r  and  ar t  d i rec to r
a t  Macao ,  a  Mi lanese  cu l t u ra l  cen te r .
Hi s  re sea rch  i n te re s t s  br idge  d ig i ta l
po l i c y ,  new  med ia ,  secu r i t y  and
Eu ropean  democra t i c  l eg i t imacy .
Arcange lo  a l so  ho ld s  a  pos i t i on  as
m ig ra t ion  po l i c y  re sea rche r  at  t he
89 In i t ia t i ve .

i n  re la t i on  t o  t he  i n f l uence  t ha t  t he  l a te s t  t r ends  o f  g loba l i sm  have  had  on  t h i s
p roces s .  The  s h i f t  f r om  a  b ipo la r  t o  mu l t ipo la r  wor ld ,  t he  emergence  o f
con f ron ta t iona l  g loba l  ac to r s  no t  a l igned  wi th  t he  l i be ra l  va l ue s  o f  peace  and
mu l t i l a te ra l i sm ,  and  he igh tened  po l i t i ca l  con f l i c t  are  s hap ing  i n te rna t iona l
re la t i on s .  Globa l  po l i t i c s  are  se t  t o  become  i nc reas i ng l y  compet i t i ve  and  po la r i zed .
I n  t h i s  con tex t ,  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion  i s  t r y i ng  t o  ove rhau l  i t s  geopo l i t i ca l  ro le  by
deve lop i ng  i t s  own  capab i l i t i e s  and  pu r s u i ng  a  h ighe r  degree  o f  s t ra teg ic
au tonomy .  I n  t e rms  o f  conc re te  po l i c y  i n s t r umen t s ,  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  PESCO ’ s
p ro jec t s ,  t he  f i nanc ia l  f i r epower  o f  t he  EDF ,  and  t he  measu re s  o f  p lann i ng  and
coord i na t ion  prov ided  by  t he  CARD  and  t he  S t ra teg ic  Compas s  are  se t t i ng  t he  t one .
And ,  a l t hough  i t  i s  s t i l l  ear l y  t o  as se s s  t he i r  impac t ,  t hey  cons t i t u te  prom i s i ng
ev idence  o f  t he  i n nova t ion  and  dynami sm  t ha t  cu r ren t l y  charac te r i ze  Eu ropean
de fence  and  secu r i t y  and  bear  t he  poten t ia l ,  i f  imp lemen ted  wi th  s ucces s ,  o f
s ub s tan t ia l l y  comp lemen t i ng  t he  Eu ropean  Un ion  ques t  f o r  a  geopo l i t i ca l  ro le  o f
f i r s t  orde r .

Born  i n  1996 ,  Edoardo  Bombard ie r i  i s
pas s iona te  abou t  secu r i t y  and  de fence
coopera t ion .  He  s t ud ied  i n  L yon  and  Bo logna ,
where  he  gradua ted  i n  Eu ropean  Un ion  Law
wi t h  a  d i s se r ta t i on  i nqu i r i ng  t he  l ega l
a spec t s  o f  EU -NATO  de fence  coopera t ion .
Hi s  s t ud ie s  f ocu s  main l y  on  t he  deve lopmen t
o f  mi l i ta r y  capab i l i t i e s ,  c ro s s -borde r
i ndu s t r ia l  coopera t ion ,  and  de fence  p lann i ng
proces se s  at  t he  EU  l e ve l .  Cur ren t l y ,  he  i s
a t tend ing  t he  depar tmen t  o f  Eu ropean
Po l i t i ca l  and  Governance  S t ud ie s  o f  t he
Co l l ege  o f  Eu rope  i n  Bruges ,  where  he  i s
i n ve s t iga t i ng  t he  imp lemen ta t ion  o f  va r iou s
PESCO  capab i l i t y  deve lopmen t  programs .   He
s ta r ted  co l labo ra t i ng  wi th  t he  I n s t i t u te  f o r
Grea te r  Eu rope  i n  December  2020 .
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I t  was  a  no rma l  day  i n  Lebanon
w i t h  no  pro te s t s .  As  I  was  on  my
way  t o  drop  o f f  my  g i r l f r i end  at
he r  p lace ,  we  were  s u rp r i sed  by  a
huge  t ra f f i c  j am .  Zouk  Mosbeh
H ighway  c lo sed  due  t o  pro te s t s .
Desp i te  ou r  anger  f o r  be ing  s t uck
i n  t ra f f i c  f o r  2  hou r s ,  once  we
reached  t he  p lace  o f  pro te s t  I
pa r ked  my  car  and  t ook  my
camera  f r om  t he  t r unk ,  and
marched  t owards  t he  pro te s t .  I
s ta r ted  tak i ng  p ic t u re s  o f  t he
peop le  and  bu rn i ng  t i r e s ,  and  t hen
someth i ng  hooked  my  at ten t i on .  A
young  g i r l  was  s tand ing  on  t he
road ' s  borde r  wav ing  t he
Lebanese  f l ag .  The  g i r l  was
s tand ing  i n  t he  midd le  between
the  f i r e  and  t he  peop le  s t uck  i n
t ra f f i c .  The  sm i l e  neve r  l e f t  he r
face  as  i f  s he  i s  t e l l i ng  eve r y
s i ng le  per son  s t uck  on  t he  road  t o
s top  t he i r  car  and  come  down  t o
rebe l  aga in s t  t he  co r r up t ion .  Her
sm i l e  v i s ua l i zed  t he  dream  o f
eve r y  young  Lebanese  c i t i zen :  t ha t
o f  a  bet te r  Lebanon .



Poland

A l i c ja  Ra jpe r t
Pho to :  P rzemek  Kry s iak

“On  t he  con t ra r y ,  we  are
w i t ne s s i ng  mas s  ac t s  o f
bu r y i ng  t he  heads  i n  t he
sand ,  wi th  t he  u se  o f  t he
en t i re  s ta te  appara tu s ,
i nc l ud i ng  t he  pro secu to r ’ s
o f f i ce ,  po l i ce  and  even  t he
a rmy… The re  are  vo ice s  f r om
wi t h i n  t he  r u l i ng  group ,  t ha t
t h i s  t ime  t he  par t y  c ro s sed
the  l i ne  wi th  i t s  ac t ion s .
Near  f u t u re  wi l l  s how ,  wh ich
s ide  o f  t he  con f l i c t  i s  more
de te rm ined  t o  break  even .
Wi l l  t he  soc ie t y  pre s s u re  t he  

gove rnmen t  s t rong l y  enough  t o  make  i t  s ta r t  f u l f i l l i ng  t he  demands  o f  t he  soc ie t y ,  or
w i l l  t he  r u l i ng  par t y  c l i ng  t o  t he  remnan t s  o f  i t s  power  at  a l l  cos t s? ”

A l i c ja  Ra jpe r t
Pho to s :  P rzemek  Kry s iak

“Hav ing  i n  mind  t he  pas t
yea r s '  pro te s t s ,  i t  s hou ld
no t  be  s u rp r i s i ng  t ha t  t he
soc ie t y  s howed  a  grea t
dose  o f  emot ion s  t owards
t he  re s u l t  o f  t he  r u l i ng .
Tho se  emot ion s  l ed  t o  a
wave  o f  mas s  pro te s t s  a l l
o ve r  Po land :  as  be l i e ved  by
many ,  t he  mos t  numerou s
s i nce  t he  t imes  o f
'So l ida r i t y . '  Fo r  14  days
now ,  eve r y  day ,  no t  on l y  i n
War saw ,  bu t  a l so  i n  sma l l e r
c i t i e s  and  t owns ,  peop le  go

ou t  on  t he  s t ree t s  t o  man i fe s t  t he i r  ob jec t ion  t o  depr i v i ng  women  o f  t he i r  f u ndamen ta l
r igh t s .  One  o f  t he  b igges t  pro te s t s  t ook  p lace  i n  Warsaw  on  30  October  unde r  a
s logan  ‘Eve r yone  t o  Warsaw ’ .  I t  was  es t ima ted  by  t he  po l i ce  t ha t  approx imate l y  100
thou sand  peop le  j o i ned  t he  pro te s t s  i n  Warsaw  on  t ha t  day ”
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Reviewer: Stephan Raab 

Disasters and History: The Vulnerability and Resilience of Past Societies
by  Bas van Bavel et. al.

T
The  pre sen t  exper iences  s how  t ha t  i t  i s
r e levan t ,  perhaps  even  more  t han  eve r ,
t o  u se  t he  h i s to r i ca l  reco rd  t o  i nc rease
ou r  unde r s tand ing  o f  d i sa s te r s .  Howeve r ,
what  are  d i sa s te r s ,  how  t o  avo id  t hem ,
and  what  t o  l ea rn  f r om  t hem?  Th i s  book
i n t roduces  t he  reader  i n to  t he
fa sc i na t i ng  wor ld  o f  d i sa s te r  s t ud ie s ,
exp la i n i ng  why  d i sa s te r s  are  a  mat te r  o f
pe rcep t ion  and  measu re s .

When  hazards  t u rn  i n to  d i sa s te r s
“Di sa s te r s  and  Hi s to r y ”  prov ide s  an
ex ten s i ve  h i s to r i ca l  ove r v iew  o f  haza rd s
and  d i sease s .  Th i s  ove r v iew  ranges  f r om
the  B lack  Death ,  t he  L i sbon  ear t hquake
to  t he  Fuku sh ima  d i sa s te r .  Appea l i ng  t o
va r iou s  case  s t ud ie s ,  t he  au tho r s  examine
how  soc ie t i e s  dea l t  wi th  r i s k s  and
shock s .  Of ten  news  cove rage  s t i l l
d i s t i ngu i s he s  between  man -made
d i sa s te r s ,  l i ke  Fuku sh ima ,  and  na tu ra l
ca ta s t rophes ,  s uch  as  hu r r i cane  Kat r i na .
Conve r se l y ,  t he  key  t he s i s  o f  t h i s  book
argues  t ha t  t he se  k i nd s  o f  d i s t i nc t i on s  do
no t  f i t  t o  t he  concept ion  o f  haza rd s  and
d i sa s te r s  any  l onge r .  “Even  t hough  t he
i n i t i a l  s hock  was  a  na tu ra l  even t ,  t he
ca ta s t roph ic  ou tcome  was  u l t ima te l y  t he
re su l t  o f  human  i n te r ven t ion  -  or  t he  l ack
o f  i t .  Pu t  s imp l y ,  wi thou t  ex i s t i ng–
soc ie ta l  vu l ne rab i l i t y ,  t he  chances  o f  a
hazard  t u r n i ng  i n to  a  d i sa s te r  are  sma l l . ”
(p .  22 )

The  f i r s t  chapte r  prov ide s  a  t heo re t i ca l
approach  f o r  unde r s tand ing  t he  or ig i n s
and  cau se s  o f  d i sa s te r  emergency .  

Acco rd i ng  t o  t ha t ,  t h ree  schoo l s  o f
t hough t  are  be ing  d i scu s sed .  F rom  a
Ma l t hu s ian  po in t  o f  v iew ,  d i sa s te r s  are
the  re s u l t  o f  t he  l ack  o f  re sou rce s ,  f o r
i n s tance ,  t he  l ack  o f  f ood  f o r  a
popu la t i on  t o  s u s ta i n  i t s e l f .  F rom  a
Marx i s t  po in t  o f  v iew ,  d i sa s te r s  are  t he
re su l t  o f  an  unequa l  d i s t r ibu t i on  o f
re sou rce s ,  where  due  t o  c la s s  s t r ugg le ,
ce r ta i n  groups  are  bar red  f r om
acces s i ng  t ho se  re sou rce s .  Even t ua l l y ,
f r om  a  Sm i t h son ian  per spec t i ve ,  t he re  i s
a  l ack  o f  d i ve r s i f i ca t ion ,  a l l ow ing  f o r
ce r ta i n  popu la t i on s  t o  compensa te  f o r
t he  l ack  o f  re sou rce s  t h rough
commerc ia l i za t ion  and  marke t s .  The  l a s t
a spec t  f ocu se s  mos t l y  on  t he
coo rd i na t ion  aspec t .

Human  h i s to r y  i s  a  d i sa s te r  s to r y
The  h i s to r y  o f  mank i nd  fac i ng  d i sa s te r
cou ld  be  l abe l l ed  as  a  f i gh t  “Aga in s t
t he  Gods ”  accord i ng  t o  Pe te r  Bern s te i n .
Here ,  t he  au tho r  desc r ibe s  t he  evo l u t i on
o f  r i s k  managemen t  as  a  re s u l t  o f  t he
en l igh tenmen t  proces s .  S i nce  i t s  ear l y
beg inn i ng ,  mank i nd  was  eager  t o  s t udy
the  cau se s  and  consequences  o f
d i sa s te r s  t r y i ng  t o  avo id  or  at  l ea s t
m i t iga te  t hem .  Th i s  mos t l y  came  a long
as  a  mys t i ca l  b le s s i ng  by  ce le s t ia l
f o rce s  s uch  as  t he  “Mandate  o f  Heaven ”
i n  anc ien t  Ch ina .  The re ,  t he  empero r  o f
Ch ina  was  re spon s ib le  f o r  t he  we l lbe i ng
and  pro spe r i t y  o f  t he  na t ion .  As  soon  as
ca ta s t rophes  s uch  as  bad  ha r ve s t s  or
c i v i l  un re s t s  emerged ,  t h i s  was  a  s ign ,
t ha t  t he  “Mandate  o f  Heaven ”  was
w i t hd rawn  by  heaven .    



Acco rd i ng  t o  t he  “Shock  Doct r i ne ”  by
Naomi  K le i n ,  t he  modern  Wes te rn
Soc ie t i e s  have  u sed  a l l  k i nd s  o f
d i sa s te r s  s uch  as  war ,  hu r r i canes  or
t s unam i s  t o  push  t h rough  f u ndamen ta l
soc ie ta l  change ,  wh ich  migh t  no t  have
been  f ea s ib le  i n  a  “no rma l ”  or  non -
c r i s i s  s i t ua t ion .

Eve ry  cr i s i s  i s  a  chance  to  l ea rn
Unt i l  t he  1990s ,  a  d i sa s te r  was  s imp l y
con s ide red  a  d i s r up t ion  o f  no rma lcy ,  or
what  du r i ng  t he  Cov id - 19  pandemic
was  co ined  as  “ t he  new  no rma lcy . ”  I n
con t ra s t  t o  t ha t ,  t he  au tho r s  revea l  t he
evo l u t i on  o f  a  new  k i nd  o f  pro fe s s i on ,
t he  so -ca l l ed  exper t s .  “Di sa s te r s  t e s t
t he  capac i t y  o f  soc ie t i e s  t o  l ea rn  and
adapt  i n  orde r  t o  preven t  recu r rences ,
or  at  t he  ve r y  l ea s t  t o  mi t iga te  t he
impac t  o f  s ub sequen t  s hock s . ”  (p .  1 8 1 )  A
grea t  examp le  o f  t he  evo l u t i on  o f  t he
so -ca l l ed  “exper t ”  can  be  f ound  wi th i n
nav iga t ion .  I n  ear l i e r  t imes ,  seamen
w i t h  a  l ong  exper ience  were
con s ide red  exper t s ,  der i v i ng  f r om  t he
te rm  exper ience .  Conve r se l y ,  at  t he
beg inn i ng  o f  t he  16 t h  Centu r y ,  exper t s
s ta r ted  u s i ng  s ta t i s t i ca l  mode l s  more
and  more  as  a  f o rm  o f  exper t i se .

The Relationship Between Disasters and Society
Source: Disasters and History; (pg. 2) 

Consequen t l y ,  t he  o f f i c ia l  h i s to r y  o f
each  dynas t y  i nc l uded  a  s ub sec t ion  o f
t he  “F i ve  Phase s ”  or  “F i ve  E lemen t s , ”
l i s t i ng  ce r ta i n  weathe r  anoma l ie s  and
d i sa s te r s  s uch  as  f l oods  or  even  t he
appearance  o f  dragons .  S im i la r l y ,  on
the  Arab ian  Pen i n s u la ,  I bn -Kha ldun
de f i ned  a  permanen t  c i rc le  o f  " r i s e  and
demi se "  o f  dynas t i e s  and  r u l e r s  t ha t
come  t o  power  i n  a  s i t ua t ion  o f  c r i s i s
and  demi sed  i n  s uch  as  we l l .  P robab l y ,
a  we l l - s t ud ied  mode l  f o r  t he  Eu ropean
con tex t  i s  t he  “Po lde r -Mode l ”  i n  t he
Nethe r lands .  Fac i ng  permanen t
f l ood ing  and  l o s s  o f  l and ,  soc ie t y  was
fo rced  t o  deve lop  a  ve r y  ba lanced  t ype
o f  co rpo ra t ion  t o  ga in  l and ,  as  we l l  as
p ro tec t i ng  t ho se  wi th  soph i s t i ca ted
techno logy .  F i r s t l y  exposed  t o  t he
benevo lence  o f  t he  gods ,  i n  t ime ,
mank i nd  became  more  aware  o f  i t s  own
capac i t i e s .

The  mode l  above  d i sp lay s  how  d i sa s te r s
impac t  and  s hape  t he  pat te rn s  o f  a
soc ie t y .  Hav ing  gone  t h rough  a  ce r ta i n
c r i s i s ,  as  t he  pota to  fam ine  i n  I r e land ,
co lon ia l i sm  mos t l y  i n  t he  Globa l  Sou th ,
or  t he  Second  Wor ld  War  i n  Eu rope ,
se r ve s  as  common  i den t i f i ca t ion  po in t .  



Consequen t l y ,  l ea rn i ng  f r om  exper ience
s low l y  s ta r ted  t o  conve r t  i n to  l ea rn i ng
f rom  t heo r y ,  chang ing  t he  pat te rn s  o f
accumu la t i ng  know ledge .

Neve r t he le s s ,  t he  au tho r s  warn  t ha t  any
fo rm  o f  know ledge  i s  a lway s  con tex t ua l .
Re fe r r i ng  t o  va r iou s  case  s t ud ie s ,  i t
becomes  obv iou s  t ha t  one  mode l  o f  r i s k
managemen t  migh t  no t  se r ve  as  a  one -
r i s k - f i t s - i t -a l l  approach  when  dea l i ng
w i t h  t he se  k i nd s  o f  cha l l enges .  “A
mi smatch  o f  pr io r i t i e s  between  what
‘ou t s ide r s ’  cons ide r  as  d i sa s te r  r i s k s  and
the  d i f fe ren t  ways  i n  wh ich  r i s k s  are
perce i ved  and  re sponded  t o  by  ‘ i n s ide r s
can  cau se  ‘cu l t u re  gaps , ’  wh ich  may
lead  t o  negat i ve  ou tcomes  f o r  t ho se
who  have  l i t t l e  say . ”  (p .  104 )  I n  t he
Ph i l i pp i ne s ,  f o r  i n s tance ,  t he  cu l t u re  o f
“baha l  na ”  ( l eave  i t  t o  t he  fa te )
preva i l ed ,  ra t he r  s hunn i ng  r i s k s  by
re loca t i ng  t han  adapt i ng  t o  i t .
Howeve r ,  l ea rn i ng  f r om  pas t
expe r iences  does  no t  l a s t  f o reve r ,
cons ide r i ng  t ha t  a  l ack  o f  d i sa s te r s  f o r
many  year s ,  even  gene ra t ion s ,  cou ld
gene ra te  a  proces s  o f  “de - l ea rn i ng . ”

Fu tu re  d i sa s te r s  and  f u t u re  d i scou r se s
“One  key  argumen t  unde rp i nn i ng  t h i s
monograph  i s  t ha t  ‘ t he  pas t ’  can  be
u sed  as  a  ‘ l abo ra to r y ’  t o  emp i r i ca l l y
te s t  hypo the se s  o f  re levance  t o  t he
p re sen t  by  spa t ia l l y  and  ch rono log ica l l y
compar i ng  t he  dr i ve r s  o f ,  and
cons t ra i n t s ,  on  soc ie ta l  re spon se s  t o
shock s  –  i n  t u r n  en r i ch i ng  ou r
unde r s tand ing  o f  re spon se s  t o  s t re s s
today . ”  (p .  1 73 )  Hav ing  d i scu s sed
seve ra l  case  s t ud ie s ,  t he  au tho r s  f i gu re
ou t  poten t ia l  g loba l  haza rd s  f o r  t he
f u t u re .  Tho se  are  t he  c l ima te  change  o f
t he  An th ropocene ,  Cap i ta l i sm ,  and  t he
R i s k  Soc ie t y .  Neve r t he le s s ,  d i sa s te r s  are
a f fec t i ng  a l l  par t s  o f  soc ie t y ,
admi t ted l y  no t  equa l l y ;  t he  au tho r s
lamen t  t ha t  t he re  i s  s t i l l  a  mi s s i ng  l i n k
fo r  i n te rd i sc ip l i na r i t y  t o  be  f i l l ed  f o r
co l labo ra t ion  i n  t he  f i e ld  o f  d i sa s te r
s t ud ie s .

I n  t he  1980s ,  t he  German  soc io log i s t
U l r i ch  Beck  co ined  t he  t e rm  “R i s k
Soc ie t y . "  Tho se  k i nd s  o f  soc ie t i e s  are
de te rm ined  l e s s  by  t he  d i s t r ibu t i on  o f
re sou rce s  and  more  by  exposu re  t o  r i s k .
“Di sa s te r s  and  Hi s to r y ”  revea l s  t ha t  t he
h i s to r y  o f  mank i nd  i s  a  permanen t  s to r y
o f  d i sa s te r s  and  i t  prov ide s  a  way  t o
lea rn  how  t o  cope  wi th  t hem .   The re fo re ,
one  s hou ld  perce i ve  h i s to r y  no t  as
someth i ng  f r om  t he  pas t ,  bu t  ra t he r  t he
p re sen t  t imes  as  a  con t i n uum  o f  t he
pas t .  The  au tho r s  encou rage  t he  reader s
to  perce i ve  h i s to r y  as  a  l abo ra to r y
whe re  one  can  l ea rn  t o  prepare  f o r  t he
r i s k s  o f  t he  f u t u re .

Take  t he  r i s k ,  read  t he  book ,

under s tand  t he  r i s k !

“R i s k  re la te s  t o  human  agency  and
percep t ion ,  wh ich  gu ide  t he  s t ra teg ie s
dep loyed  by  i nd i v idua l s  or  groups  t o
manage  and  ca lcu la te  t he  poten t ia l
occu r rence  o f  ha rm . ”  (p .  40 )  Hav ing
gone  t h rough  t he  d i sa s t rou s  h i s to r y  o f
ou r  spec ie s ,  t h i s  book  i s  wor th  tak i ng
the  r i s k  i n  orde r  t o  de l ve  deeper  i n to
t he  f i e ld  o f  d i sa s te r  s t ud ie s .  Bes ide s
many  case  s t ud ie s ,  t h i s  book  prov ide s
beg inne r s  and  exper t s  a l i ke  wi th
p ro found  sc ien t i f i c  t oo l s .  I t  prov ide s  a
good  as se s smen t  o f  concept s  s uch  as
r i s k ,  vu l ne rab i l i t y  or  re s i l i ence ,  by
look i ng  at  de f i n i t i on s  and  ways  t o
measu re  t ho se  phenomena .  E spec ia l l y  i n
t imes  o f  pandemic s  and  t imes  o f
wagg ing  va r iou s  r i s k s ,  t h i s  book  se r ve s
a s  a  gu ide  i n to  an  eve r -more  connec ted
wor ld  f u l l  o f  s u rp r i se s .  Fu r t he rmore ,  i t
g i ve s  cou rage ,  revea l i ng  pos i t i ve
aspec t s  i n  g loomy  t imes .  Eve r y  c r i s i s
p rov ide s  a  chance  t o  l ea rn  f o r
improv i ng  t he  s ta t u s  quo .

Conc l ud i ng  t h i s  book  rev iew ,  “Di sa s te r
and  Hi s to r y ”  i s  h igh l y  recommended ,
hav i ng  one  c lea r  mes sage :  “R i s k  i s
no th i ng  t o  be  f ea red  o f  bu t  t o  be
under s tood  proper l y  f o r  no t  becoming  a
d i sa s te r ! ”
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I .  Background  and  Execu t i ve  Summary
I n  t he  sp r i ng  and  i n to  t he  s ummer  o f
2020 ,  hos t i l i t i e s  between  t he  Peop le ’ s
Repub l i c  o f  Ch ina  and  I nd ia  esca la ted
f rom  a  l ong  endu red  s tando f f  t o
v io lence  i n  t he  d i spu ted  Kashm i r  reg ion
o f  t he  Hima layas .  Fo r  decades ,  Ch ina
and  I nd ia  have  each  l a id  con t rad ic to r y
c la ims  regard i ng  t he  demarca t ion  l i ne
t ha t  ex i s t s  between  t he i r  two  na t ion s ,
known  as  t he  L i ne  o f  Ac tua l  Cont ro l
( LAC ) .  The  LAC  was  es tab l i s hed  at  t he
conc l u s i on  o f  t he  S i no - I nd ian  War  i n
1962  and  r un s  f o r  approx imate l y  2 , 100
mi le s .  Ye t  ne i t he r  s ide  recogn i ze s  i t  as
an  o f f i c ia l  borde r ;  i t  i s  s imp l y  a  l i ne  on
a  map  t ha t  he lp s  t o  main ta i n  an  uneasy
t r uce .  A l t hough  no t  wi thou t  prev iou s
i nc iden t s ,  t h i s  reg ion  has  rema ined
re la t i ve l y  peace fu l ,  ye t  heav i l y
m i l i ta r i zed ,  s i nce  t he  end  o f  t he
con f l i c t .  Howeve r  t h i s  year ,  t h i s  borde r
d i spu te  t u r ned  dead l y ;  repo r t s  s ugges t
t ha t  twen t y  I nd ian  so ld ie r s  were  k i l l ed
and  more  captu red  by  Ch ine se  f o rce s .
Repor t s  o f  casua l t i e s  on  t he  Ch ine se
s ide  have  been  made ,  a l t hough ,  t he
Peop le ’ s  L ibe ra t ion  Army  (PLA )  has  no t
commen ted .  

A t  t he  cen te r  o f  t h i s  borde r  d i spu te  are
te r r i t o r ia l  c la ims  t o  t he  reg ion  no r t heas t
o f  t he  LAC .  To  t he  Ch ine se ,  t h i s  area ,
Ak sa i  Ch in ,  i s  recogn i zed  as  a  sove re ign
par t  o f  Ch ina ,  howeve r ,  t he  I nd ian
gove rnmen t  has  l a id  c la im  t o  t he  reg ion
as  a  par t  o f  t he  cen t ra l l y  gove rned
Ladakh  un ion  t e r r i t o r y  (See  map  at  l e f t ) .

By  i t s e l f ,  a  d i spu te  ove r  a  moun ta i nou s
bo rde r  i s  no t  cau se  f o r  immed ia te
secu r i t y  conce rn s .  Howeve r ,  t he  Kashm i r
reg ion  has  been  one  o f  t he  mos t
con ten t iou s  geopo l i t i ca l  i s s ue s  s i nce  t he
end  o f  t he  Second  War  War ;  any
esca la t ion  between  t he  t h ree  reg iona l
power s—Ch ina ,  I nd ia ,  and  Pak i s tan— has
t he  poten t ia l  t o  re s u l t  i n  un imag inab le
d i sa s te r .  Reso l v i ng  t h i s  d i spu te  i s  a
cr i t i ca l  ta s k  f o r  t he  l eader s  o f  both
Ch ina  and  I nd ia  t o  main ta i n  peace  i n   
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t he  reg ion .  Immed ia te l y ,  Ch ine se  and
Ind ian  o f f i c ia l s  s hou ld  work  t o  ease
ten s ion s  and  hos t i l i t i e s  f r om  t h i s  f l a re -
up ;  i n  t he  i n te rmed ia te  t e rm ,  both  s ide s
mus t  commi t  t o  a  t empora r y  re s umpt ion
o f  t he  s ta t u s  quo  wh ich  has  ex i s ted
s i nce  t he  l a te  1960s .  To  ensu re  a  more
permanen t  re so l u t i on  t o  t he  ove ra l l
bo rde r  con f l i c t ,  t he  two  na t ion s  mus t
engage  i n  f o rma l  nego t ia t i on s  t o
de te rm ine  an  o f f i c ia l  borde r  and
demi l i ta r i ze  t he  reg ion  f u l l y .

I I .  Immed ia te  Next  S tep :  Deesca la te
the  Pre sen t  S i t ua t ion
The  i nc iden t  wh ich  occu r red  i n  t he
sp r i ng  and  re s u l t ed  i n  a  l o s s  o f  l i f e  was
no t  an  i s o la ted  even t .  Over  t he  cou r se
o f  t he  pas t  year ,  and  more  spec i f i ca l l y
i n  recen t  month s ,  t he re  has  been
grow ing  ag i ta t i on  between  I nd ia  and
Ch ina  i n  t he  LAC  reg ion .  Th i s  re s umpt ion
o f  a  grea t  power  con f l i c t  has  become
inc reas i ng l y  common  i n  t he  Pos t  Co ld
War  era  and  l ead ing  scho la r s  s ugges t
t h i s  wi l l  become  a  t r end  i n  t he  f u t u re .
Th i s  zone  i s  espec ia l l y  prone  t o  con f l i c t
g i ven  i t s  i n te r sec t ion  between  seve ra l
d i f f e ren t  cu l t u re s ,  re l i g ion s ,  and
h i s to r i ca l  l egac ie s  o f  c i v i l i za t i on s ;     

Chinese and Pakistan Border Guards at the Khunjerab Pass, Undated 
Photo by: Anthony Maw (Image in Creative Commons) 

t he se  d i f fe rences  have  t he  poten t ia l  t o
con t r ibu te  t o  t he  esca la t ion  o f  l oca l
con f l i c t s  i n to  l a rge r  war s .  Deesca la t i ng
the  cu r ren t  s i t ua t ion  i s  a l so  c ruc ia l
g i ven  t he  nuc lea r  s ta t u s  o f  t he  reg ion .
Whi le  t h u s  fa r  ou tbu r s t s  o f  v io lence
have  on l y  f ea t u red  rock s ,  c l ub s ,  and
s t i c k s ,  a  poten t ia l  f o r  uncon t ro l lab le
e sca la t ion  r un s  h igh .  Dur i ng  t he  S i no -
I nd ian  War ,  ne i t he r  s ide  pos se s sed
nuc lea r  weapons ,  howeve r ,  Ch ina  and
Ind ia  have  acqu i red  t hem  s i nce .  The
ab i l i t y  o f  a  nuc lea r  weapon  t o
dec imate  a  ta rge t  has  on l y  tw ice  been
obse r ved  i n  con f l i c t  and  s i nce  t hen ,
s ta te s  have  been  re l uc tan t  t o  u se  t he se
weapons .  I n  t he  pos t -WWI I  space ,
nuc lea r  weapons  have  been  des igned
pr imar i l y  f o r  dete r rence ;  nuc lea r
weapons  demons t ra te  an  ab i l i t y  t o
des t roy  an  adve r sa r y  wi thou t  hav i ng  t o
de fea t  i t s  armed  f o rce s  s hou ld  t he  need
ar i se ,  wh ich  t h u s  con t r ibu te s  t o  t he
secu r i t y  o f  a  s ta te .  Th i s  so -ca l l ed  taboo
has  ex i s ted  f o r  more  t han  70  year s .
Howeve r ,  i n  recen t  year s ,  t h i s  f o rmer
re s t ra i n t  seems  t o  be  ca l l ed  i n to
ques t i on  as  s ta te s  modern i ze  t he i r
a r sena l s  f o r  u se  i n  more  tac t i ca l
s i t ua t ion s .



Moreove r ,  I nd ia  appear s  t o  have
demons t ra ted  a  “doc t r i na l  dr i f t  away
f rom  i t s  ‘c red ib le  min imum  dete r ren t ’
pos t u re ,  and  some  ana l y s t s  s ugges t  t ha t
I nd ia  may  move  away  f r om  i t s  no - f i r s t -
u se  doc t r i ne ” ;  s hou ld  t ha t  occu r ,
cu r ren t  Ch ine se  doc t r i ne  wh ich
p roh ib i t s  a  nuc lea r  f i r s t  s t r i ke ,  ye t
a l l ows  f o r  re ta l ia t i on ,  may  be
reeva l ua ted .  Given  a  poten t ia l  nuc lea r
e sca la t ion ,  i t  i s  c r i t i ca l  t ha t  each  s ide
take s  s teps  t o  deesca la te ,  l e s t  a  grea t
power  con f l i c t  break s  ou t .

A l ready ,  I nd ia  has  s hown  good  fa i t h  by
re t u r n i ng  a  Ch ine se  so ld ie r  who  was
captu red  on  t he  I nd ian  s ide  o f  t he  LAC .
Mov ing  f o rward ,  both  s ide s  mus t  take
s im i la r  s teps ,  s uch  as  l im i t i ng
p rovoca t ion s  and  pos t u r i ng  and  an
immed ia te  s u spen s ion  o f  v io len t
a t tack s  on  t he  borde r .  Howeve r ,  much
work  rema in s  t o  preven t  a  c la sh  o f
c i v i l i za t i on s  and/or  tac t i ca l
dep loymen t  o f  nuc lea r  weapons .

I I I .  I n te rmed ia te  Next  S teps :

Res to re  t he  S ta tu s  Quo  Tempora r i l y
Once  some  t ype  o f  peace  has  been
es tab l i s hed  i n  t he  reg ion ,  both  na t ion s
need  t o  commi t  t o  main ta i n i ng  t he
s ta t u s  quo  wh ich  has  ex i s ted  s i nce  t he
la te  1960s ,  at  l ea s t  t empora r i l y .  Tha t
means  each  na t ion  mus t  wi thd raw  i t s
t roops  t o  t he i r  re spec t i ve  t e r r i t o r i e s
and  keep  a l l  mi l i ta r y  movemen t s
con f i ned  i n  t he se  t e r r i t o r i e s .   The
bene f i t s  o f  t h i s  cou r se  o f  ac t ion  are
mu l t i face ted ;  i f  t he re  are  no  t roops  i n
con te s ted  areas ,  peace  wi l l  be  much
eas ie r  main ta i ned  and  c rea te  an
atmosphe re  f o r  produc t i ve  nego t ia t i on s
on  t he  f u t u re  o f  t he  reg ion .

Th i s  s t ra tegy  mus t  no t  become  a  l ong
te rm  rea l i t y ,  as  main ta i n i ng  a  s ta t u s
quo ,  espec ia l l y  i n  s uch  a  vo la t i l e
reg ion ,  can  cau se  a  secu r i t y  d i l emma
as  each  s ta te  l ook s  t o  bu i ld  up  i t s
capac i t y  t o  ensu re  t ha t  s ta t u s  quo ,  wi th
i nc reas i ng  d i s t r u s t  f r om  ne ighbor s .

Moreove r ,  t h i s  d i l emma  has  been  f ound
to  wor sen  and  re s u l t  i n  ac tua l  con f l i c t
when  s ta te s  be l i e ve  t he i r  d i ve r se
va l ue s ,  i n te re s t s ,  and  be l i e f s  have  t o
be  pro tec ted .  As  afo remen t ioned ,
Ch ina  and  I nd ia  are  d i ve r se  s ta te s
ideo log ica l l y ,  cu l t u ra l l y ,  and
re l ig iou s l y ,  t h u s  neces s i ta t i ng  on l y  a
tempora r y  re t u r n  t o  t he  f o rmer l y
obse r ved  s ta lemate .  The  h i s to r y  o f  t h i s
con f l i c t  has  demons t ra ted  t ha t  a  s ta t u s
quo  cen t r i c  s t ra tegy  does  no t  work  i n
t he  l ong  r un .  The  par t i t i on  o f  Kashm i r
( t he  Ch ine se  c la ims ,  as  we l l  as  I nd ian
and  Pak i s tan i  c la ims )  wh ich  aro se  ou t
o f  t h i s  s ta t u s  quo  has  con t r ibu ted  t o
t h i s  i n s tab i l i t y .  Par t i t i on  i s  on l y  mean t
to  be  t empora r y  or  e l se  i t  dr i ve s  a
wedge  between  t ho se  on  a l l  s ide s ;
t he re fo re ,  wh i l e  t h i s  s ta t u s  quo  needs
to  be  main ta i ned  t o  a l l ow  a  space  t o
se t  up  f o rma l  nego t ia t i on ,  i t  canno t
la s t  l onge r  t han  a  f ew  year s .

I V .  Longer -Te rm  Next  S teps :  Fo rma l
Negot ia t ion  and  Demi l i ta r i za t ion
A  l ong  t e rm  p lan  f o r  f i na l  arb i t ra t i on
o f  t h i s  i s s ue  i s  l ong  ove rdue  and
c r i t i ca l  t o  ensu re  a  l a s t i ng  peace  i n
t he  reg ion .  As  was  seen  i n  t he  s ummer ,
main tenance  o f  t he  s ta t u s  quo  i s  no t  a
v iab le  opt ion  f o r  l ong  t e rm  peace  as  i t
i s  i n he ren t l y  nonbond ing  t o
po l i c ymake r s  ove r  t ime  and  s u scep t ib le
to  breakdown .  A  l ong  t e rm  peace  p lan ,
compr i sed  o f  f o rma l  nego t ia t i on s  t o
de te rm ine  a  borde r  demarca t ion  and  a
comp le te  demi l i ta r i za t ion  o f  t he
reg ion ,  wi l l  he lp  t o  reduce  t he
l i ke l i hood  o f  dras t i c  consequences  o f
c i v i l i za t i on  c la she s  and  nuc lea r
e sca la t ion  h igh l igh ted  above .  I n  orde r
to  ach ieve  t h i s  asp i ra t i ona l  goa l  o f
peace  i n  t he  reg ion ,  Ch ina  and  I nd ia
mus t  commi t  t o  b i la te ra l  nego t ia t i on s
o r  l ook  t o  t h i rd  par t y  med ia to r s ,  s uch
as  t he  Un i ted  Nat ion s ,  t he  Eu ropean
Un ion ,  or  even  t he  Un i ted  S ta te s ,  i f
t hey  canno t  agree  t o  b i la te ra l i sm .
Shou ld  a  med ia to r  be  neces sa r y ,
re sea rch  has  f ound  t ha t  d ip lomat i c  
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P ro fe s s i ona l l y ,  Jack
has  f ound  s ucces s  i n
pub l i c  se r v i ce ,
i n te rn i ng  wi th
e lec ted  o f f i c ia l s  i n
t he  US  Sena te  and
Mas sachu se t t s  s ta te
gove rnmen t ,  and
work i ng  f o r  t he  US
Depar tmen t  o f
Commerce  t o
conduc t  t he  2020
Amer ican  Decenn ia l
Censu s .  I n  2019 ,  he  

was  named  a  Fe l l ow  o f  t he  F red  F ie ld i ng
Cen te r  f o r  P re s iden t ia l  Leader sh ip  S t udy
a t  Get t y sbu rg  Co l lege  t o  work  wi th  US
S ta te  Depar tmen t  Dip lomacy  Lab  i n
Wash i ng ton ,  D .C ,  and  Podgor i ca ,
Montenegro .  Jack ’ s  academic  i n te re s t s
i nc l ude  mu l t i l a te ra l  d ip lomacy ,
peacekeep ing ,  and  i n te rna t iona l
o rgan i za t ion s ,  as  we l l  as  Amer ican
gove rnmen t  and  h i s to r y .

i n te r ven t ion  by  t he se  t ypes  o f  t h i rd
par t i e s  i s  co r re la ted  wi th  s ucces s .

Add i t i ona l l y ,  some  have  s ugges ted  t ha t
t he  apparen t  I nd ian  de fea t  at  t he  hands
o f  t he  PLA  has  t he  poten t ia l  t o  embo lden
Pak i s tan  t o  take  a  more  aggre s s i ve
s tance  t owards  i t s  l ong  t ime  f oe ,  I nd ia .
Th i s  makes  f o rma l  nego t ia t i on s  between
Ch ina  and  I nd ia  even  more  c r i t i ca l .  Long
te rm  peace  i n  t he  Kashm i r  reg ion
be tween  two  o f  t he  t h ree  vo la t i l e  ac to r s
w i t h  t e r r i t o r ia l  i n te re s t s  may  be  v i ta l  t o
he lp  br i ng  Pak i s tan  i n to  t he  nego t ia t i ng
rea lm  and  have  pos i t i ve  knock -on  e f fec t s
fo r  peace  and  s tab i l i t y ;  t he re fo re ,  i t  i s
c r i t i ca l  t ha t  each  s ide  l ook  t o  earne s t l y
pu r s ue  t he se  opt ion s .

F i na l l y ,  f r om  an  I nd ian  per spec t i ve ,
peace  wi th  Ch ina  wi l l  a l l ow  po l i c ymake r s
to  f ocu s  more  on  t he  i n te rna l  Kashm i r
cha l l enges .  Research  s ugges t s  t ha t
mu l t i e t hn i c  s ta te s  face  poten t ia l
s ucces s ion  movemen t s ;  as  a  re s u l t ,  t he
qu icke r  and  more  v io len t  a  s ta te  ac t s  i n
p reven t i ng  t he se  t ypes  o f  movemen t s ,
“ t he  f ewer  seces s ion i s t s  i t  i s  l i ke l y  t o
face . ”  Whi le  t he  con f l i c t  between  I nd ia
and  Kashm i r  has  ex i s ted  f o r  decades ,
recen t  deve lopmen t s  may  h igh l igh t  a
pu r s u i t  o f  t he se  t ypes  o f  po l i c ie s  t o
en su re  t he  un i t y  o f  a  mu l t i e t hn i c  I nd ia .
Given  t h i s  i n te rna l  s t r i f e  and  t he
numer i ca l  d i sadvan tage  o f  I nd ia ’ s  army
re la t i ve  t o  t he  PLA ,  i t  may  no t  be  wi se  f o r
I nd ia  t o  s t re tch  he r  re sou rce s  t h i n  wi th
te r r i t o r ia l  con f l i c t s ,  t h u s  f u r t he r
s uppor t i ng  t he  es tab l i s hmen t  o f  a  l a s t i ng
peace .

V .  Conc lu s ion
Out l i ned  i n  t h i s  ar t i c l e  i s  a  t h ree  s tep
p lan  regard i ng  a  so l u t i on  t o  t he  S i no -
I nd ian  secu r i t y  t h rea t  i n  t he  Hima layas .  I t
ca l l s  f o r  an  immed ia te  deesca la t ion  o f
t he  cu r ren t  s i t ua t ion ,  a  t empora r y
ree s tab l i s hmen t  o f  t he  f o rmer  s ta t u s  quo ,
and  a  commi tmen t  t o  engage  i n  f o rma l
nego t ia t i on s  t o  permanen t l y  re so l ve  t he
i s s ue  i n  t he  l ong  r un .

Jack  La shendock  i s  a  F i r s t -Year  s t uden t
a t  t he  F le tche r  Schoo l  o f  Law  and
D ip lomacy  where  he  i s  pu r s u i ng  h i s
Mas te r  o f  Ar t s  i n  Law  and  Dip lomacy  i n
t he  f i e ld s  o f  i n te rna t iona l  secu r i t y
s t ud ie s  and  mu l t i l a te ra l  d ip lomacy .  He
has  spen t  t ime  s t udy i ng  and  conduc t i ng
re sea rch  i n  I s rae l ,  t he  Nethe r lands ,
Sw i t ze r land ,  and  t he  Un i ted  K ingdom ,
dr i ven  by  a  pas s ion  t o  unde r s tand  t he
comp lex i t i e s  o f  t he  wor ld .
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